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Containing a brief Introduttion, together with the Propoſal of 
"the genera! Method and Defign of the following Diſcaurſe. 


UCH is the ſtrange Obſtinacy and Perverſnefs of ſoms ill 
Men, . that even the beſt things in the World are hable to bg 
a and corrupted by them ; Antidotes themſelves may 
; be turned into Poiſon, by a wrong Application ; and the 
21 Word of God ie felf, which is the favour of Life to others, and the 
chief means of Salvation, may be, and frequently is, turned-into the 
| favour: of Death unto thoſe that Periſh. Thus, if bad Men can bur 
bl find out any. one Paſſage of Scripture, which ( tho! in dire con- 
tradition to the purport of many other Places, and after much 
s ſtraining } they can make only to ſeem to counteftance or ex- 
By cuſe them in” the doing ſuch things, as their own vile Luſts make 
o them firſt fully reſolved to.commit.; Wizh' what eaſe, ſecurity and 
credic, do they then conclude they may. apply themfelves to the 
Ns pracice 'thereof? Nor was it therefore withqut ſuffictent Grounds, 
<1] that the Apaltle Peter, ſpeaking of St. Paul's. Epiſtles, tells us, That 
: there. are ſome things in them, which, they that are unlearned and un- 
fable wreſt, as they do alſo the other Scriptures," unto. their own De- 
ftruFion. . Into the. Catalogue of which ther Scriptures, this pailage 
here about Naaman may realy, with as: good Reaſon be In, 
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| looſe Princi ples, that, come what wall, or let mow 


go. where they pleaſe, they c ſure ng that their Religi 
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every . place. where they gh co be, ſhall Jive. no pra. rea- 
ſon, Bs to think their ion the fame with: that of their 
own Country, beythat-what-it- wow i From -hence do.they. take 
Courage,” if not down - righe to deride all the © Do&rines of 
"the Crofs, -and choſe” chat PraQice them, yet, ar leaſt,” to ex- 
cuſc nay, even. juſtify” and apple chemlelves for_all-their_ baſs 

and. Turnings, nd | oy IR i deal- 


i s_boch- with ZH 

ng: Io for their in Fares arc,” as "2 would? "Fai botbdg ticks? 
-* flves to have no ſach thi ſo they. ſeem not much to ſcru- 

ple. the reſerving that entirely for God, - fe in the mean: 

time-rthey-can-bur-wreft—a | Licence: from him fo” co difpoſe-of- 
their dear outward Man upon. all Occaſions, ; as "that they may 

be fill fure eo TP. ages Ives 71074 whole Skin. If they -can 


obtain thus: 8 -no- more ſeems* aimed ar+ by qe" 
pretended - M uk. who -chen grow. -proud- _— : 
think that chey,. have fairly. aire ir Creator. | how 


do they hug themſelves, and ſcornfully ſnear out their inward 
Satisfaction, in here laſt diſeoyered even in thoſe fo much: 
_ deſpiſe} Volumes,” 'ſach- a+ rich precions Paſſage,” w whereby / (as: 
they * would pretend they can*make God himſelf, * even"in-the 
- moſt material point, contradit his-own ſelf; who has'folemn- 
ly.profeiled , That be. will not grve"' bis Hotiowr fo ray, nor. 
m- his Worſhip admit of any Co-partners. Sd 
But, The Lord pardon_thy Serwant - im this Maier, &c. 'S the. 
only: thing like  # Prayer, that cn ever. el eprad ſerved to. come* 
from -fome [Mens Mouths;  and- Naamar, 1, ſtill be- 
comes the- chief - ditty - not only of 'the Drunkards ener Fo bur. 
of all ' other fores of' wretched 8s, wn ge _ whether more 
ſecret 'or' profeſſed *Enemies to Religi f .cah but force 
"i s/o reſolve” this caſe © as they would. 
have him hel then* prove *ro/ this fort- prey ole hs fit: a- 
Prophet , "& iT he had Þ Propheſied uyto them - even. of | "Wine and: 
Stroup Drink, "ndy-imdeed; Far more acceptable” and” delicious. 
And: ler what will become of all- the: other Prophets,. Apo- 
ſtles, or Evangeliſts,;.whilft. this ' alone,” in_ comradiRtion” to all 
the -reſt, and +0- himſelf £004 can be-perfwaticd ON here, 


to ſem to _reconcile' he! Worſhip of Nd and*that- of 'Mam- 
- on: 


v Are > * oy. $* ao att 4A + ©. 6-2 aac Ks 282" 4*< Me 
F< pom. bf 'Y @” "2 #26 _ - SITES... - dy” $* Sw , 
ea or ne WY SO, LEES. 


- 


3.) 

a; for -this. picee of: ſervice only, *they® eaſily forgivovart:;fors 
In, : (o-paſiCfor 'the®"only Man of God, nay;% for @ Friend 

' particular, that they'll” endeavour to ftraity* Courteſies with 
_ and give this Prophet himſelf alfo free leave, fo depart in 
In ſhore, whilſt! Atheiſts *and' Hypocrites wonld-gladly ſpare alt 
the reſt of the Gexed' Wriciigs! they'd. eafily. allow his" Tek 
with : their own Comments-thereupon, to paſs for the only uſe-/ 
4 ful: and Canonical 'piece of Scripture z to which | they © readily: 
| _ apply themſelves upon” all Occaſions, as their common Sanfu- 


T ' 


o ary. and ſure retreat. - OTIS | "Te DE 
| What can be better” worth "the while "therefore; than. co en-: 
deavour. to beat them off. fromi*this, '-which "they: look' upon as 
their Rrongett [Hold-, - by -curting - off -all -rheir Lines of Com- 
munication therewith,” arid 'ſhewing them impoſſible: it: is 
for them to- find: therein 'any -true Refuge, 4  & 
If; .inftead -of : thanks: for: this performance, I- ſhalt chance 10» 
meet! with nothing «bur: rage -and” hatte; '..I mnt: needs [ſay - . 
"tis: ho-:other than: what: was: to' be expected from. ſome Men 
 But''the beft of: it ftill- is, © thac in_ this Argument, -B can offend 
1 none; -bur" Ether -ſach- vile Mojſtets only, as are firſt offended 
at | the: very Being of 'the-great : Authour 'of their Beings, or elſe 
the deſperate Crew of loathſome Hypocrites, who indeed, if 
fearched- co the; bottom, : wilt: bz found the :greaceſt. and 'very 
worſt. of Atheiſts. Of whom how 'prevaleot :foever- among :us . 
may'ibe the Intereſts, © 6r !how © deplorably : grear-i10 ever may 
be. their wretched numbers ; - *tis to- be hoped notwirhſtanding, 
that no: Man , :as/yet; needs' either to! be aſhamed or afraid-to 
encounter. them. For. tho”) we have” ſometimes known. gery. in. 
nocent- iTreatiſes, : pleading nothing} but the * Gaule- of Piety: andy 
Good Conſcience, : wholly: filencedand ::fuppreffed;- whilſt. Per-: 
ſons of Atheiftical Piinciples* have been freely: fuffer'd; : in the 
moſt oper: mannger,;* ec Uta their Poiſon, ; wichbut meeting _ wich 
any; ot thoſe-publick- Cenfures: which, in+ his: Caſe, might juſtly: 
have -been.:expedted; - yer .I-ſhall: not be: fo uncharitable-.ro.bc-!. 
| lieve 'that-the: Empire : of .this; fore; of Men: is - yet - become ſo: 
univerſal,” as that" it.: will be'judged aching Criminal to contra-: 
dic ither.”* And, as: degenerate as the; World::s:grown; Tm ftill. 
in good Hopes," that (as I have not, fo) -Þ-never ſhialtifive co: 
ſee in. any . place of the. World, any fuch unhappy fort of Go- 
yernment,, the: feveral- particular Circumſtances of whoſe Con-- 
Ricycion.. ſhall be fuch; as: will force the Miniſters thereof, either- 
in: good earneſt to. believe, or fo to'aft, as-if they did believe, + 
that the decay , of Religion” ſhould /be for che Intereſt of the 
State, or their main kope of 'a' civil Eſtabliſhment were chiefty- 
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; PE: (4) 
| of Atheiſm and Irreligion. - And 
- all Cales, there would.;/be this one! great: 
ight be moſt; ſure and confident , that: 
needs be but of a very ſhore canti- 
Nuance. | 


But in the mean time therefore, under the preſent Conſtitu- , 

_ tion, which .has' made ſuch publick and repeated Profeflians of 
diſcountenancing Atheiſm. and Prophanencſs, ( whereof, what.  - 
loever athers _ -* far __ | by ef moe £0: T nmaanp oh 
incerity , © or  ſulpe&t any politick + Compoſition between. the 
Credit * of ſeeming to. do .the one, and the. fiopaſet Bane 
fit of really doing at the ſame time the quite contrary) How 
ſecurely, and . with the greateſt Confidence: may L now: apply ny 
{elf to this fo highly: ſeaſanable and” neceliary Task, in; reſcuing | 
this:ſo much abuſed. +Scripture, - and endeavouring to- wreft -this 
. this dangerous Weapon - out of the mad. Hands of ſuch Hypo- 
critical or Atheiſticai Peffons 'as would make uſe of it only co 
-the great Scandal of others, and- to their own eternal Ruine 
and Deſtruction ? In order 'to which good end, I ſhall guide 
' enſuing Diſcourſe' according. to. this. method , and proceed 


i 


therein by theſe following ſteps. - - £: 4 EP 
41/4. I ſhall conſider” briefly, | how ſeyeral have #fiſunderſtood 
_ pace of Scripture, and to what very ill Purpoſes they have q 
- W-.-; | | ; | 
£4 Ur Endeavour to demonſtrate; that it can by no means be 
, taken in any. ſach -corgupt- Senſe, - | 
24ly, Give the true meaning both of Naamar's Petition, and of |, 
the- Prophets Anſwer thereto. .  — 
 4thly, I ſhall ſhew, That ſuppoſing what ſome contend for, 
were indeed the true p_—_ Senſe of this place of Scripture, 
yet from this Example.we Chriſtians could have no ſufficient 
reaſon to preſume of an allowance,. to'diſlemble or comply in 
any of the like Caſes._ DEN | 
_ Laftly, Liſhall ſhew upon what unalterable Reaſons and Accounts 
-ſuch Compliances or Diflimulations muſt needs be' always high- 
iy Ln and a Crime fo hainous, that nothing . can excuſe 
-that Chriſtian, who ray I, or knowingly only ſeems 
to join; with 'others, in ſuch a Worfhip as the i ſufficiently con- + 
vinced is falſe, or in any part thereof Sinful -or Idolatrous.' I'be- 
+ gin with-the-Firt os... ooo ETEE of ent oY 1 
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Fhw fevers! bave miſunderſtood this Paſſage, and to what 
very ill Purpoſes they have apply'd it. 


HIS Chapter contains at large the famous Hiſtory of 
' " Naaman the Syrian, who was a Prince moſt renowned in 
- his own Country, and one of the greateſt Favourites of the Em- 
perour to whom he ſerved, and ſtood related, And tho? hither- 
to having lived in Heatheniſh Superſtition and-Idolatry, according 
to the general Cuſtom of his Country; yer being (as we have 
probable Reaſons to- ſiippoſe) . x Perſon of no ordinary Probity 
of Mind, and remarkable for ſeveral very commendable Quali- 
ties, which he had arrived at under the light of Nature; God 
who will not break the bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking Flax, 
bur delights to Communicate himſelf wherefoeyer he meets with 
any good Preparations or Capacity, was pleaſed here, (as cis 
yery ufual with him) to find out a way, both to reward- and 
reprove in this Syrian Prince,  thole good Diſpoſictions and Be- 
ginnings, by bringing him ſtill to the means of a farther degree 
of Grace and*Ilumination. And accordingly, the Divine Pro- 
vidence was pleaſed to order ſuch a wonderfil Conjun&ion of 
Circumftances, as might contribute to the Releaſement of this 
. great Lord, from his own far worſe Captivity, even through the 
means of a poor Hebrew Captive Maid, then waiting upon his 
Wife in his Family, By [whoſe relation of the ſingular Gifts 
and Abilities of the 1/rae/ztiſh Prophet, Naaman was firſt en- 
* gouraged to taken Journey into the Land of Trael, and there . 
vidrels himſelf eo'Eſba. By whoſe dire&ions; being now Mi- 
Taculouſty healed of the Leprofie of his Body ; the confidera- 
tion of ſo convincing an Argument, . and ſenſible Experiment 
of the infinite - Perfe&ion of that Being , by whoſe Power this + 
great thing was affected, did, by the divine Grace, fo powerfully * 
work upon hita, as to produce ſtill another far greater Cure of 
the former Diſeaſe and Leprofie of his Mind alſo: Whilſt he is 
brought thereupon to the Knowledge and Confeflion of the ' one - 
'true God, and to a Reſolution for- the future, of publickly - 
owning and Worſhiping fuch his ſupreme Benefator. But yer 
| there's one thing which this new Convert and Joung Proſelyre 
lee foreſees, that he could not well ayoid being {till en- 
aged to. pradtice, after his return home; and therefore firſt _- 
defires to be reſolved by the Prophet, whether or no he 
mighe not be indulged in. this. ons particular, without ny 
OQHENCE. / 
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offence to God. Which ſcruple or caſe of Conſcience, is both - 


briefly ſtated and reſolved in the Words of the Text, now cho- 
ſen to diſcourſe of. In . this thing, - the Lord pardon thy Servant, 
that when my Maſter goeth into the Honſe of Rimmon- to worſhi 
there, and he leaneth. on my Hand, and 1 bow "my ſelf in the Hou, 
6 s when I bow down my ſelf in the Houſe of Rimmon, 
the Lord pardon thy Servant in this thing. And be ſaid: unto" 'bim , 
Go in Peace. | 

, Now by . the Houſe of. Rimmon,. (as *the learned hays: Con- 
jeRturd) we :are. to. underſtand no other,. thah, the. Temple of 
the, Tdol-.Saturm, who was, of all others, - moſt highly Celebrat- 
ed, and greatly worſhiped by thoſe of the Eaſtern Countries. 


And ſeveral Atheiſtical Spirits and Hypocritical 'Time-ſervers have 


in all Ages, greedily laid hold 'of this. Example, for. the better 
Patroniſing of their own _ wieked Practices 3, whilſt they - have 


been , willing to underſtand theſe. Words ; of Naemar , as COR- 


taining a Petition of Indulgence, that he might, or at leaſt, 
AS'\a Queſtion, whether or. no . he might not lawfully, together 
-with 'that of the true God, join alſo the Worſhip of that. I- 
.dol 2: Whether he might. not.: be permitted upon Occalion, for 
the Hacisfaction of his Maſter,. and that , he might till :retain. his 
Prince's Favour, both go along, with : him __ into the. Idols Tem- 
ple, and [there bow down. himſelf, to. worſhip the Idol- as: focr- 
merly ; or at leaſt to ſeem to do fo, - whillit he ſhould really, 
-and in his Heart, there Worſhip the true God only? To which 
likewiſe they underſtand the Prophet's anſwering [_ Go. im Peace, ] 
as a plain:Licence or. Approbation. of the FaR,...and as much as 
if he: had plainly 'faid, you may. very, ſafely :do. {o, without any 
offence at all to. God, or at leaſt,. with contidence of his Par- 
don for the ſame. | 

And then from hence, ſuch Perſons: readjly, conclude in thg 
general, that all others alſo may eaſily obtaifFthe, ſame; Licence 
and Indulgence. of God , for the like Compliances and Diflimy- 
Tations ; and' that for the ſecuring; of their , temporal Intereſt; 
and eſpecially to. avoid down right Perſecution, they . may ſafely 
enough join with, their outward Man, in ſuch Worſhip as they are 
perſwaded is Sinful, Superſtitious or Idolatrous, fo they do but take 
care all the while to keep their inward Man rightly devoted; 
and & Fn. the Intentions of their Heares and Minds to the 
true God. | 


And indeed, 5f from. this Paſſage any ſach_concluſion could 


be regularly inferred, this would prove a moſt comfortable, and 

the only precious place of Scripture to fome Men, - For 

Light and Darknef: 

Belial brought into. a Communion with eachother, their ſeveral 

claims being ſoon. accommodated, and the Service of. God ng 
that 


might caſily be made Friends ; Febovab and 


For” 
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that of Aammon well enough conſiſtent. Then they, whom the 


World” uſually accounts ſuch?, would bs indeed: the only erue 


Politicians, who can fide. with every Wind, and change or dil- 
ſemble their  Pratice and Profeflion, - according tq the moſt fa- 
ſhionabke Religion, of ghoſe who ſhall happen to ſway the Scep- 
ter, and can exalt or abaſe Men wording ' to their Pleaſure. 


In' a Word, then muſt both the Apoſtles, and all the Primi- + 


tive Chriſtians be reckoned for the greateſt Fools and Mad- 
men, in that they fo Tung 925 their Lives,” to no purpoſe ; 
whilſt the Doarine - of Paflive Obedience would be indeed as 
fond, and to the full as Ridiculous, as fome Men have' im- 
piouſly, and meſt prophanely endeavoured to repreſent it. - 


- But, alaſs, the Caſe of Naaman here, is very widely, and per- | 


haps no lefs wilfully miſtaken, by ſuch Men as are glad co 


catch hold of any thing, that may. but ſeem to afford them _ 


any, the moſt feeble Suppore or. Countenance in their double- 
Dealings. Who, tho' they may for the preſent highly applaud 


their- own Ingenuity, in finding out ſuch pretty Expedients,j and 


make a ſhift for a while to deceive both others and' themſelves 
thereby , will- yet be fare co find in the Concluſion, that 
God is a moſt jealous God, and 'cannor be fo mocked or de- 
ceived them ; but will- prove ac_laſt a confuming Fire to all 


- fach double minded. Hypocrites,. and moſt abominable Difſem- 
blers. And fo I paſs'now to the ſecond general thing, - which 


I am to endeayour to ſhew, wiz. 


ol 


CHAP. IE. : 
That this Paſſage of Scriptare can by no means be taken in 


any. ſuch. corrupt Senſe, as I have alread repreſented ; nor 


c equently afford any Foundation for any {at Infere Nees 
' 20 be mile therefrom. : ws 


Hat  Naaman here in theſe Words. cannot be underſtood to 

K defire,cicher;really, to Worſhip Rimmon, or Saturn, or any.0- 
ther Idol, together with the trae God, nor yet, to beg leave 
ſo.much as, to diflemble in -the Caſe, or to endeayour to be 


chought £0 ds, ſo, may, I think, ſufficiently. appear from theſs 


following Arguments, grounded upon the: expres Context, 

in the firſt Place, for him. to have deſir'd this, would 
re ben direaly -contrary eo the preſent Senſe of his own 
Mind, and the . plain. Convidtions of his Conſcience.: We may I 


cogfels, 'mect with ſeveral in Scri Rs who Worſhipped. wy | 
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(83) 
God in conjuntion with falſe ones: As we read of that mix- 
ed. People, whom the King of Aſjyria had planted in Samaria, 
in the room of the Children of Iſrae/, * That they feared the Lord, 


and ſery'd their own Gods alſo. | | 
And the Prophet Zephaniah likewiſe ſp8aks of thoſe, who uſed 


to Worſhip and Swear by the Lord, and to Swear by-Malcham alſo. 


But yet, they who ftood thus affeted, did not at the ſame time 
believe, that thoſe whom they ſo Worſhipped, were meer Idols 
and falſe Gods, and ſuch as -could not help. them, but were: on 
the contrary ( tho? very falſly ) periwaded of their Ability, to 
help and benefit thoſe that Served them ; which was alſo gene- 
rally the only Motive to their ſo Worſhipping, as is evident in 
the Caſe of King Abab, of whom we read, * That he Sacrifioed 
to the Gods of Damaſcus, which [mote him, and he ſaid, Fa 
Gods of the Kings of Syria help them, therefore wil 1 Sacrifice 10 
then, that they may help me. Whilſt on the contrary, I'm apt :n 
believe, we can ſcarce find the Example of any one, who cou 


ever yet find in his Heart, really ro Worſhip that Being, fre: 


whom he could entertain no Hope at all, of receiving ay 
Advantage. by his ſo. doing. What St. Pasl affirms: of thoſe, w':: 
adore God Almighty, being no leſs true alſo concetning the Wo: 
ſhippers of Idols and falſe Gods, wiz. They that came unto the:; 
nul "however believe, that they are, and that-rhey are Rewa:d- 
ers likewiſe, of thoſe that diligently ſeek unto them. And accor- 
dingly; we ſhall find, that all which either the Prophets or A-»o- 
ſttes thought requiſite, towards the reducing of the Supeiſtitious 
Heathen, was only by the moſt ſubſtantial Arguments, to demo:. 
ſtrate to them, that thofe whom they Worlbipped were no true 
Gods nor had any, the lealt Ability in them, to help or ſuccour their 


devored Servants; as rightly concluding; that after they had once 


ſufficiently convinc'd them of this Trath, .nothing further was 


_ then neceſſary, to diſſwade them from their Idolatries, 


' But Naamen here; was now fo firmly perſwaded of the Truth 
of theſe: particulars, that ſcarce any Words could more fully. ex- 
preſs his abundant SatisfaQion herein, than thoſe which we find 
him uſe to that purpoſe, in the 15 Verſz of that ſame Chapter : 
Behold, ( ſaieh he ) now I Enow , that there is no God in all the earth, 
but in Ifrgel, So that ſhould he, after this have ftill defired co 


reſerve to himſelf the Worſhip of any other, beſides the true God 


only, 'he muſt, have acted there quire contrary to the plaineſt 
Convietions 'of his own Judgment ; dire&tly againft all Reaſon, 
and without any of thoſe Motives, which alone can be the 
nog "6 of any mans really giving any Religious Worſhip to 
any tning. , 2 dal a 5 2 #1 
But till inthe ſecond Place, we may alſo .confidsr, That this 
would have been no 'lefs contrary am repugnant to thoſe ' firm 
| Purpoſes 


\ © 


\ © 


| have formerly been accuſtomed. 


"cient". 
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Purpoſes and Reſolutions, which he immediately before ſignified. 
about his abſtaining from all Idolatrous Worſhip for the future: 
For he does in theſe very words, moſt ſolemnly declare and 
profeſs his Determination ; Thy Servant will henceforth, offer nei- 
ther Burnt-offerings, nor Sacrifice unto other Gods, but unto the Lord. 
Where, under the words ( Burm-offerings and Sacrifices) as under 
the moſt ſignal and noble Species, we are to underſtand com- 
prehended all other Acts of external Worſhip whatſoever ; as we 
find the fame frequently uſed, according to this Latitude of Sig- 
nification, in ſeveral other Places. | 

So that now, it we joyn all the ſeveral parts. of his Speech to- 
gether, it muſt needs found; as if. he had, after this manner, 


- addreſſed himſelf ro the Prophet: I am now abundantly” con- 


vinced, that thoſe whom' I have hitherto owned and ſerved for 
fuch, are indeed, no Gods at all 3 but that the God of Trad, is 


the only true one, to whom I am therefore fully purpoſed for the 


fucure ( renouncing all the vain Idols of mine own Country ) to 
perform all due Homage, and to bear true Faith, and conſtant ' 
Allegiance ; and accordingly ſincerely determine, never any more 
as long as I live, to do' any one A@of Worſhip: to any other, 
under that Notion. - In one thing only, I muſt needs defire fome 
grains of Allowance and Indulgence; and It hope God will. 
not take it amiſs, if I ſtill retain one Rival with bim ; nor be fo 
jealous, as not to give me free leave, as often as my Maſter 
goes to Worſhip, in the Houſe of Rimmon, ( which to be ſure, 
according to his wonted. Superſtition, will be yery frequently-) 
that I may alſo go in with him; and ftill pay my Worthip and 
Devotious with him, to that one moſt Renown'd Ido), ' as I 
| Now miſt not Naaman, think you, in any ſuch Petition as 
this, have beth been ſtrangely inconfſiRene with himſelf, and grofly 
repugnant to his own Reſolution? And what would this have 
been elſe, but to have Breathed both Hort and Cold with the 
ſame Breath? Than which therefore what can be imagined more 
unlikely, concerning a. Perſon, who, by fo many other moſt ſub- 
ftantial Inſtances, had demonſtrated himfelf, a moſt zealous and 
fincere Profelyte ? _ + 4.4, 

And ſtill, if”any ſhould imagine, ( as fome have done) that 
Nazman here be ; Hip down himſelf in the Houſe 


Blinder to” 'of his Maſter, that ſo he mighe conceal 
his” change , from the knowledge of the King of 
"Syria 5 ae, under that Diſguiſe, he intended with 
 - his Hee Worſhip the true God only; as auffi- 
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' In the third Place be conſidered, That fuch were his Words 
and Acions, and other Circumſtances of his Behaviour, as plain- 
ly enough ſhew, that he-meant to proceed moſt openly and in- 
genuouſly in this whole Afﬀeair, without any ſuch under-hand Jug- 
tings or Diſguiſes; and that indeed he could not, eizher deſign 
or entertain the leaſt Hopes of being ſucceſsful in any ſuch Diſ- 
fimulation. - For firſt, he declares his renunciation of all 1dols, 
and his purpoſe to Worſhip the true God only, ſo openly, and 
before fo many Witneſſes, that he could nor but conclude, this 
would foon come to the Ears of his Maſter, upon his return 
home. And whereas, had he left his Attendance behind him, at 
ſome convenient diſtance, and ſingly betaking himſelf co the Pro- 

het, had only whiſper'd theſe things in his Ear, there-might have 
hoop then, ſome Colour to have ſuſpeted ſome ſuch Hypocri- 


. tical deſign in him: But now on the contrary, we expreſfsly read 
In the 157b. Verſe, that as ſoon as he found himſelf Healed, He 


returned to the Man of God, be and all his Company, and came. and 


ſtood befgre him, and ſaid, what there follows. Nor could he there- 


tore after this, in the leaſt hope, ſo to Seal up the Mouths of 
all thoſe, and to conjure \ them to" ſuch perpetual Silence, but 
that ſome one among ſo numerons a Retinue, (which we may 
well ſuppoſe attended him ) would either out of zealous Super- 
fiction, or for their Intgreſt, and to. currie Favour with the King 
himſelf, be ſure to acquaint him: with the whole Matter. And 
ſill, ſuppoſe he could have thought his great Authority over all 


theſe, tro have been ſufficient to prevail with them to hold their © 


Peace ; yet even the two Mules-burden of Earth, which he car- 
ried back with him, he muſt needs think, would be apt to tell 
Tales of him” to his Maſter, eſpecially, when it ſhould come to 
be ſo employed as. he defign'd, towards. the making of an Altar, 
whereon: to Sacrifice to the God of Iſrael, according to the. 

ewiſh. Cuſtom, which could not in all. probability, be conſtant- 
y Performed by him. fo: ſecretly, as not to come at laſt to the 
knowledge of him, who, ( as he was well aware ) had fo many 
Eyes and. Ears, to fee and hear with' - 

Again, ſhould we ſuppoſe, he could be ſecure as-to. this por- 
ticuiar alſo, yer that conſtant Abſence, which he was now reſol- 
ved upon, and his perpetual abſtaining -from thoſe Idolatrous Of- 
ferings- and Sacrifices, which were. daily. performed-.in his Coun- 
ty, and in. which ſo great a Favourite as himſelf uſed formerly 
{til} co aſffiſt and accompany his Prince; even --this of at ſelf, he 
could not. but conclude, mult geeds betray. him. \.;Nor - could he 
hope,. by a few external Cringes,, now and ther\ in.che-Houſe af 


Rimmen, to Expiate for his notorons Negle&#nd Contempt, of all 
their.other numerous Idols 5 or to. hinder "the *plitin [Diſcovery an 
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his having brought home another Religion, than what he car- 
ried out with him. : 7 

- But laſtly, were it poflible for us, notwithſtanding all theſe 
grols Contradiaions, and manifold Abſurdities, to take theſe words 
of Naaman,” as containing a Petition of this nature, 'yet the Pro- 
phets Anſwer thereto, GO IN PEACE, may of it ſelf, abundane- 
ly ſuffice to demonſtrate, that we-cannor underſtand them in any 
fach corrupt Senſe, For otherwiſe we muſt make Eliſha here, 
plainly to approve of a moſt groſs piece of Diflimulation, and 
E like the falſe Prophets) to fay Peare,: where God. hath ſaid uo-. 
Peace ; or elſe, if we þelieve him to have been a true Prophet, 
we muſt then, make God himſelf (in oppoſition to the whole 
Current of his revealed Will in all other Places, as well as indi- 
re& contradiction to his own Nature) to allow of a Co-rival, 
or Co-partner with him in his Worſhip ; who- has yet told us, 
| That he will not give bis Honour to another, and that nothing is 
more abominable to him, than all ſuch kind of Hypocriſe. 

Nor will that Expoſition of thoſe, much mend the matter, who 
take theſe words. of the Prophet, Depart in. Peace, - not as con- 
taining any Anſiver at all, or Reſolution, whether he might, or 

might not do the thing in Queſtion 5 but that, being wholly 
_ ſilent as to this, he gave him therein only the uſual Salu- 
tation at parting, and no more than if he had barely ſaid, Fare- 
well, or God & wire, For as it ſeems = ſtrange and unlikely, 
either that Eliſha ſhould fo ſulliinly put him off, without giving. 
him any Satisfa&tion, about a Point ſo highly important, or that . 
Iaaman fhould fo contentedly depart, with a meer formal Com- 
plement, inſtead of a folid Refolution.: So TI cannot fee, how the 
Prophet could have fafely beſtowed upon him, even ſo much as 
that uſual Salutation, tho' we ſhould make no more of it) had 
this Prince been indeed fo much in Love with Hypoccrifie and. 
Diflimulation, and ſuch a Convert-Aprſtate, as fome have moſt in- 


juriouſly endeavour'd to repreſent him. For St. Joly, ſpeaking oh Saks i 
an Apoſtate, faith ; Receive not ſuch a one. into /your Houſe, neither ,,, ,# © 
bid him God ſpeed}, for be that biddeth* bim God ſpeed, «« partaker of Sl 


bay evil Deeds, Where, (as a Learned Author obſerves). this Form 
of Interditing, was in imitation of the.the Practice of the Fews, in.. 
- their Anatbema- againſt Apoffates, who were to be excluded, not. 
ly from Commerce, but even from the ſmalleſt kind of ordinary 
Salutations. hs | | | 

Byt indeed , - tho' I ſhall nor deny, that this form of Speech 

may . perhaps, in 'fome few places, be uſed only as an ordinary 
at Parging,. and ſignify no more: than a bare © Fareiel, 

{ as- ir-feems uſed , 3. Sam, 1. 19, and I Sam, 20, 42:) yet* 
hav 3 diligent -Conlideraion' of all other places, wherein this. 
iraſe, Go in Peace,-is to be. met with, immediately follow- 
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inrupon' any Precedefit Queſtion or Petition, we ſhall always 
find F ſea as an Affirmative Anſwer, or plain Conceflion of 
the thing enquired after, or Petitioned for; as Ex. 8. 18, Fug: 
18. 5, 6. 2 Sam. 15. 9. and ſeveral other Places. And 'tis mo 
certain likewiſe, both that the Prophet intended no lefs by it 
here in this Place, and that it was accordingly ſo underſtood by 
Naaman the Syrian, as an affirmative 'Reſolution of his Scruple, 
or a grant of the Thing, ( whatſoever it was) which he asked 
eave to Praiſe. By which Iam now reminded to proceed to 
the third general Conſideration or Enquiry, viz. 


CHAP. IV. 


What it was indeed that he arked, or what is the true 
Senſe and Meaning of Naaman's Petition ? | 


N OW I find three diſtin& Senſes, aecording to which ſe- 
veral learned Perſons have expounded -and underſtood 
'this Petition and the Anſwer to it : All which I ſhall think it ne- 
_ -ceſſary both to-recite, and alſo to ſhew, upon what Accounts 
| and Reaſons the two former 'of them cannot ſafely be- rely'd up- 
"ON nor received; but that the laſt only, is, in all probabily the 
true genuineExpoſicion to be embraced, 

r/#, Then, fome take it to refer not to the future, but to 
the time pait, and ſo as te contain a Petition, or the hope df 
Pardon,. only for what he had formerly committed , as if he 
had ſaid, In this thing the Lord forgive, or 1 hope the Lord will 
forgive me, Or not puniſh me upon that account, Viz. That I bave ſo 
often heretofore accompanied - my __ into the Houſe of Rimmon, 
and there together with bim, bowed down my ſelf to, and Szppli- 
cated that 1dsl or falſe Deity. 'To which the Propher's anſwering 
Go mm Peace, muſt then be underſtood, as-'a plain Conceflion of 
what he deſired, and no leſs than if .he had faid ; _ Be of good 
Cheer, 'as well aſſured from me, in his name, That God does freely 
grant you Pardon for all that # paſt, and will not impute unto you 
avhat you did ignorantly. Ls OE | gs 

' . Now, tho' as ic muſt be acknowledg'd , that this Expaſition 
wants not the Countenance. of ſeveral Modern Interpreters of 
no mean Note, ( among "whom. is, the  learned- Dr. Lightfoot in 
particular } ſo ic-cannot- be denied, but that, might ice! ach 
WE. . | cain 


(13) 

obtain, *'ewould both moſt effetually take away all manner of 
accaſion or pretence from Hypocrites, ro excuſe or patronize 
their Diflimulations, by any thing of this Example, and would 
at the ſame time alſo well enough become Naamans Circumſtan- 
ces, as a ſingular good Argument and Specimen of his being a 
true Convert, and of a moſt pious Mind, to be 1o ſollieitous 
about obtaining God's Pardon , for that hainoug, Crime. of Ido- 
latry, which he had formerly committed, tho' in the time of 
his Ignorance: Yet I am very aps to believe, notwithſtanding 
all this, that this Expoſition will ſcarcely ever be- allowed co- 
paſs for genuine, by any one who ſhall well conſider theſe fol 
lowing Renſons to the contrary. 


1ſt. Becauſe, tho', as to the Aﬀtions relating to Naaman's Ma- 
Kter, the time may ſeem to be ſomewhat doubtfully expreſſed 
in the Hebrew Text, yets even there alſo Naamen's own bow- 
ing down hiniſelf in the Houſe of Rimwon, is plainly expreſſed 
in the future. To which we may alſo add, that not only the 
vulgar Latin, and the Septuagint, but the Chaldee Paraphraſe, 
and the Syriack, and all other Verſions in the Polyglot, do read 
all, not in the time paſt, but future. So that for any particu- 
lar Perfon, now at this diſtance, to go about to read it 0- 
therwiſe, in contradition to ſo great and general Authority, . 
may feem very. juſtly Condemnable, as too bold an attempt of 
Alteration. . | 


Again, Secondly, we may alſo conſider, that there are fome 
things here related by Naamay, as the plain Motive or Occafi- 
on Of his bowing down himſelf in the Houſe of Rizmmon, which 
yet. we cannot but acknowledge, would have been mentioned to 
no purpoſe, but muſt have been” altogether impertinently added 
under that Notion ,* ſhould we underſtand. him to ask Pardon 
for what was already paſt. For what needed he then at all to 
have brought in his Maſter, or to have talked of what he 
uſed to-do? Since, unleſs we will ſuppoſe him to have been 
all along a meer Hypocrite in his very Idvlatry, we muſt: needs 
conclude, that, tho' his Maſter had never gone in hither, 
nor there leaned upon his Hand, yet Naaman would have thought: 
himſelf __ , as well as others of his Country Men, tre- 
quently to have repaired to the, ſame Temple, and there have 
been. actually engaged to have done . all he did by ' way of 
Worſhip, moved therefo by. his own inward Aﬀection and 
zealous Superſtition , and out of. meer Conſcience towards the I- 
dol. Whereas on the contrary, if we underſtand him to ſpeak + 
of the time .to come, we ſhall then find, that thoſe Circum- 
. ſtances are very naturally, and upon good Reaſon tg 
= y. 
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by him, Since, now he was Illuminated and convinced of his 
former Error, and become a Profſelyte to the true Religion, 
te plainly foreſezs, and . accordingly intimates to the Prophet, 
that nothing but his defire, in what he might, to gratify his 
Maſter, and to pay him thoſe civil Refpe&ts, which he ſtood 
obliged to, by the particular Office which he held at Court, 
could for the future engage him, or prove any Motive or . 
Occaſion, eicfer of his going- any_ more to the Idols Tem- 
ple, or of his doing any thing there, for which he might ſuf- 
pet himſelf, to ftand in need of Pardon or Indulgence. 


Laſtly, He cannot be underſtood to relate to thg time paſt, 
becauſe ſo, his Words will be fonnd much too narrow and 
9 reſtrained, ſufficiently to anſwer or expreſs the neceflities of 
his. real Caſe; as indeed containing neither ſuch a full acknow- 
ledgement of his former Errors, nor ſach a comprehenſive Pe- 
tition of Pardon for the fame, as was requiſite for a true 
Convert to have made under his Circumſtances. And had he 
reſpeted the time paſt, T make no Queſtion, but that he 
would have expreſſed himſelf in fome ſuch more general form 
as this; The Lord Pardon me for all the manifold Idolatries 1 have 
been formerly guilty of: Whereas now, we find him uſhering in 
his Petition with this Preface, Only, in this thing, the Lord par- 
dow thy Servant, &c. and then he inſtanceth only in his bowing 
. down himſelf, or Worſhipping in the Houſe of Rimmon, But 
had he then, can we think, in all the time of his Idolatry, been 
never guilty of Worfhipping any other falſe Gods; nor-in any 
other place but in the before ſaid Chappel only ? 

This cannot be imagin'd, 'unleſs we can at the fame tinge be- 
lieve eicher that Naaman had always been a' mere Heretick in 
his own Courury, or elſes thit ic was the general Cuſtome of 
the Syrians, to Worſhip ftv other Idol but Rimmon : The fiſt 
of which is altogether groundleſs, and moſt irrational to ſuppoſe ; 
and the ſecond diretly contrary to plain matter of Fa&, as is 
abundantly atteſted in the moſt authentick Records of this af- 
fair. For docs not the Scripture exprefly tell ns; of the Gods 

> Chr. 28. of Damaſcus, end of the Gods of the Kings of Syria? And more 
22. particularly of Baalim, and Alhteroth, the Gods of Syria? And 
. gud. 10« 6+ has. not the learned Selden, a large and curious Trat , DE 
DIS SYRIS? In which he. both ſhews, That Idolatry it 

Telf had its faſt riſe and beginning-in Szria, and tells us like- 

wiſe particularly of Bell, Afhtaroth, Dagon, Dammutz, - Moloch, 

Nergal, and the golden Calf, as Idols whois Worſhip and Origi- 

nal was firſt owing to the Syrians, beſides ſeveral other falſe Gods 

whoſe Names and Worſhip thac People afterwards borrowed from 

etler Nations: *Tis plain alſo from Laciay, (who was om 

c 
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ſelf a.Szrian, and . of the City of Samoſata) that they Workhiped 
the Sun, the Moon, Jupiter, Saturn, Venus, Funo, and ſeveral o- 
ther Idols borrowed from the Egyptians, who were almoſt infi- 


nite in their Superſticions and falſe Gods. The ſame Author Luci. lib. 
likewiſe particularly deſcribes both the 'Temples of ſeveral of the de Dea Sy 


S "_ Idols,. and what Rites they uſed in their ſeveral Worſhips "* 
of them. 

Now among ſuch a numerous company of other Idols, which 
the Syrians Worſhiped, we have the greateſt Reaſon to- con- 
clude, that Naamaen allo ( who appears to have been a Perſon 
of 1o naturally devout a Temper) muſt needs have been enga- 
ged, as well as others, frequently to offer and to Sacrifice to all 
thole Idols, and that in all or moſt of their Temples; and 
conſzquently that had he here deſigned to ask Pardon for his 
tormer Oftences of this kind, he could never have thought ic ſufficient 
to” have ſpoken only of his bowing in the Houſe .of Kimmon. For 
which he might have obtained Pardon,and have been utterly undone 
notwithſtanding, upon the account of his other multiply'd Acts 
ot Idolarry. PEEP 

So that this Queſtion of his, ( for both the Syriack and Arabiar- 
Verſions read it, MW/ll the Lord Pardon thy Servant? ) I ſay, this 
Queſtion or Petition, call it which you will, muſt nec<{firily 
be taken to relate not to any thing hte had done formerly, but 
to ſomewhat he might likely be engaged to do hereafter. 

24ly, Therefore, another Expoſition is that of tnofe who right- 
ly referring all co the future, do yet underſtand Naaman here, 
not at all to Queſtion, or to- deſire to be refolved by the Pro- 
phet,. whether what he feared. to be engaged ſtill to do in the 
Houſe of Rimmon, were unlawful or notz but ſuppoſing him 
already ſufficiently convinced, that his bowing there was in- 
aeed a very great Sin, do make all the force of his Petition to 
conſiſt only in this, viz. That the Prophet would not fail to . 
Pure up his Prayer, unto. God, for. the:Pardon of ſuch his fault, 
if indeed he ſhould (as he ſcem'd ro.fear ) be prevailed upon 
to commit it» And this Expoſition now ſeems wholly to de- 
' pend upon the Authoricy of the vulgar Latin only, which reads 
my Text thus ; Hoc ſoluvs eff, de quo depreceris. dominum pro ſervo 
to, &Cc. This is the only thing, concerning which, 1 entreat you earneſt- 
ly to pray to God .in. the behalf of thy Servant, that when my 
Maſter geeth into the Houſe of Rimmon, that the. Lord would par- 
don thy Servant for this thing. According to which, they un- - 
deriftand Naaman. here. to defire, neither any.ſuch thing as leave 
to Sin, . ner yet that God would approve of. thg Fact, ( neither 
of which we may be ſure, would ever have been granted by 
EJiſha ) but that upon conſideration of his own Frailty, and the. 


powerful Temprations he ſhould meet with, foreſceing that he. 
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Thould not - avoid relapſing into. his former Sin of Idolatry, or 
at leaſt of Diflimulation ; he does thereupon now only beg of the 

Prophet, - that he would by his Prayers endeavour to intercede 
- with God for his Pardon, after he ſhould aRually ſo relapſe: 
And they make likewiſe the Prophet's anſwering, Go in Peace, 
to ſignify nothing more than a bare Promiſe, that he would fo 
Pray to God for him. ' 

. Now ic muſt be acknowledged, that this underſtanding of 
the Words ( eould we allow it for genuine) may ſeem ar firſt 
wholly to preclude Hypocrites, from all colour and pretence of 
-inferring the lawfulneſs of Diffimulation, in matters of Religion, 
from any thing of this Example : For both Naeman himſelf 
-was ſo far from thinking any fach matter, that on the contrary, 
'( according to this Expoſition ) he plainly ſuppoſes, that whac 
-he was likely to be engaged to practiſe, ,was in it felf a very 
great Sin, and ſuch for which he ſhould therefore greatly ſtand 
-in need of Pardon. And beſides, ' there is a great deal of dif- 
:ference between aflerting, That God may be prevailed upon to 
forgive, and ſaying, that God will never be at all offended ac 
ſach- an action. And farther ſtill, it is one thing for Eſte to 
aſſure this Syrian that God would aQtually pardon him, and 
.another thing co promiſe him only, thac he would pray to God 
for his Pardon. PETS 

' But notwithſtanding all this, we ſhall npon better confideration 
find that even this Explication will not ( as it may firſt ſeem to 
promiſe) fo effeually remove all ſhelter from Hypocrites, but 
that they may from thence feteh ſome Encouragement for them- 
ſelves in their Diflimulationz; and that however it cannot be 
ſafely received, as containing the true Senſe and Meaning of 
the Place. And that, for ſeveral very good Reaſons to the 
DR f 

x. Becauſe it is grounded wholly upon the vulgar Lating 
which is the only Tranſlation that may ſeem to favour this 
Senſe ; whilſt yer ic has no manner of Countenance, either from 
the Original Hebrew, or indeed any other Verſion. 

24ly, Becauſe ic depends upon a wrong Hypotheſis, as falfely ſup- 
Poſing, that Naamen by his fucure Bowing in the Houſe of . Rimmon 
intended to perform an a& of external Worſhip to. that Tdol, or at, 
leaft, that he was affraid of bzing engaged fo far to diſlemble his 
Religion for the ſake of his Maſter. Whereas, on the contrary, 
IT have already demonſtrated, and I hope, by unanfwerable Argu- 
ments from. the plain context, that Nazman could entertain no ſuch 
Hypocritical defign, nor was at prefent troubled with any ſuch ſear 
or fuſpicion concerning himſelf: But on the other Hand fully de- 
termin'd to deal' moſt. openly and freely in this whole macter; and 
to let all the World know what Religion he was of. And «that 

| more- 
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moreover he had already: To far :proceeded herein, as that now 
he could: not well conceive any reaſonable Hope of being ſuc- 
ceſsful in the concealment of his new . Religion, by any future 
complyances ſhort of down-right Apoſtacy. 

34/3. Becauſe had Nazamay bad any fuch ſecret Intention, ( as 
according to this ſition ) to continue in a known Sin, by 
playing the vile Diflembler; IF cannot fee how Zliſha in this 
Caſe, could ——_ have promiſed him, ſo much as to pray to 
God for his Pardon. For to be ſure, 'tis never Lawful, for a}Man 
to Promiſe any thing, but what it is alſo Lawful for him after- 
wards to Perform. And tho*' we may ſometimes, with due Sub-- 
miſſion, Lawfully Pray for what we know not whether or no 
God will grant; yet we can never Lawfully Pray to God, for 
what we are before-hand moſt affured, neither will nor can ever 
be granted by him. Bue now we are moſt certain, that God 
will never grane Forgiveneſs to any Sinner, while he continues 
Impenicent: And no better than fuch, muſt Naoman needs be 
accounted, whilſt we here ſuppoſe him, in one Caſe, reſolved to - 


_ continue a grofs Difſembler to his Lives end. 


So that for the Prophet to Pray for the Pardon of one, whom . 
he knew to be thus aftected and refoly'd, would in effet, have. 
been no other, than for him to have deſired of God, that he 
would be reconciled unto Sin it ſelf: Give ia Man leave to be 
an Idolater ; or not to be any longer offended with ( what is. 
naturally moſt abominable to him ) even the moſt grofs Hypo- 
crifie ; than which, what can be imagined more abſurd 2 

4tbly. It cannot eaſily be conceiv'd, how any ſuch Promiſe as 
this, ( made without any concomitane Caution ) ſhould tend to - 
any other purpoſe, than only to encourage the ſuppoſed Delin- 
quent, with greater ſecurity to proceed on in his Offence, by gi- 
ving him -probable hopes of Impunity therein. Since he coulq - 
not but conclude, that the: Prophet would never Promiſe: ro Pray 
for that, in which he knew he might offend God, but could never © 
hope to- be heard of him,andifhecould hopeto be heard,himfelf mighe - 
then alſo for ſafetyin his continued Diſfimulation and Hypocrthie. 

Laſtly, if it ſhould be ſid, Thae all that the young Profelyte - 
here deſird, or the other promiſed, was to Pray for his Pardon, 
not abſolutely, but only upon ſuppoſition of his true Repentance after 


his Lapſe, or at leaft, for both theſe together in conjun&ion ; tho? * 


it muſt then be acknowledged, that were the Caſe. indeed ſo, 
the Prophet might ſafely enough, in reſpe& of himſelf, both paſs -. 
his word. for, and likewiſe make . good thus: much : Yer conſi- 
dering Naamans ſuppoſed Circumſtances, "tis -very unlikely, that . 
Eliſha would make fuch a Promiſe, ſingly, and without adding - 
thereto ſome neceſſary Caution. Nor can--it be thought fin this 
Caſe, that he would have _ very ſparing of his Words, . 
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as to have diſmiſs'd him (as we. find he does ) with a bare DF. 
PART IN PEACE: but would rather have thoughr-/fic wichall, to 


have enlarged himſelf cowards him in ſome farther Advice, to -this,. or 
the like purpoſe: If you 'do hereafter commit the Sin you fpeak of, 
1] Promiſe you ſo far to' comply with your Reque#t, * as not to fail Pray- 


ing to Ged, for your Repentance and Pardon thereupon. © But yet, lt. 


me adviſe you, to have a ſpecial Care, that you do not. ſo rely 'wpon 


any thing of this, as in the -leaft to encourage: your ſelf therefrom, in 


any ſuch fenul A& ' of Diſſimalation: - For thi 'Lmay Lawfuily thus Ptay 


for you ; get 1 cannot tell whether, or no | ſhall-'be heard therem ;' nor - 
can 'T aſſure you thereupon, that God will, but have rather wery preat 
Reaſon to fear, that he will not grant Repentance', nor. conſequently 


Pardon, to" Wretch, who [ball ſo deliberately Sim 'againi}. the plaine#? 
Convittions of ' bis ' own Conſciencey\ and ſo chuſe to Offend, as; preſuming 


before -band of Repentance afterwards. And however, I mut. needs tell 
you, it is ' much better to chuſe to die, than” deliberately to do any thing - 


of which you know - you ſhall need to Repemt afterwards. And I ſhall 
therefore, much rather Pray to God before-band, that be would be 
pleaſed - to inſpire your - Heart, with ſurh noble. Courage,” Generoſity, and 
Contempt of- the World; -as may enable you - (if need: be) cheerfully 
to forgoe-all the - Riches' and Preferments, all- the © vain. - Honowrs and 
dangerous Favours of the Court, and to be' ready: to lay down your Very 
Life, rather than ever entertuin the /ea3} Thought of wenturing to 
-offend God, and wound your cown Conſcience, by any juch vaſe und hypo- 
critical Compliances. 


- Aﬀer ſome ſuch manner 'as this ndw, we have: good- Reaſon to. 


think, 'the Wiſdom and -Sincerity of the Propher, would. have 
prompted him to have dealt with his new Convert, had he really 
tound him fo halting, - and hypocritically inclined, ' as .the forego- 
ing Expoſition would ſuppoſe him. Ard theſe Realons therefore 
I hope may ſuffice to ſhew, that the-ſame cannot be allowed for 
Genuine, as - well as that it was not _ in the Opinion of Eliba, -a- 
ny finfal A&, which :Naaman foreſees himſclt” likely- te' be enga- 
ged to Praftiſe, and concerning the Lawfulnefs of which. he. here 
defires to be reſolved. | Es 

I ſhall therefore now proceed to the third and laſt Expoſition, 
and that which ſeems to deliver the true Senſe. and Meaning, ot 
this difficule and very much mis-apply'd Scfiprure: Of which I 


take that ro be 'the true Explication, which underſtands Neemays . 
Petition hete or Queſtion, to relate only to the right, Interpre- 


tation of a civil or indifferent Action," which was liabie, ro be 
miſconſt;ucd ; and ſuppoſes his ' future Bowing in che Houſe of 
Rimmin, to. be defign'd by him meerly as a civil Ac, -: out, of 
Refſpe& only to his Maſter, and .in pure. Compliance with the 
diſcharge of that particular -Office, .. which he heid at Court.; as 
" if he had aid ;- There's one thing, which it 1 ſtil: contane, I 
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kope-God will not take it amiſs at my- Hands, 'or Puniſh me ups -. 


on. that: Account: But yet before -I venture - on it, I defire-you 
to ſatisfie me, whether he will or not. The thing I mean is this 
you muſt know, that I being in very high Place, and Favour with 
the King my Mafter, do generaliy go next his Side. to ſupport 
himz and more eſpecially, when -he goes to Worthip in the 
Houſe of Rimmon, my Place requires, that I ſhould ſtill-lend him 
my Hand or: Arm to lean upon, that fo' he may . Bow - with 
greater Eaſe' and State; and I thus affiſt him, both to proſtrate 


himſelf, and. to get up 'again afterwards; which I cannot con- 


veniently do, without obſerving the ſame Motions 'and Geſtures 
of Body that he does ; not that, I deſign thereby to do, or fo 
much as tobe thought to do any farther Worſhip to that Idol 
as: formerly ; but am- refolved at*the fame time, openly +to de- 


_ clare, both to my 'Maſter, and to the whole World, in p/ain 


words,” as well- as by all my other Actions, the quite contrary. 
Now, may [, think you, upon theſe Conditions, (if I can fo fa- 
tiefie -my Maſter ) ſtill keep my Place at Court, and do what 
it ſo far requires, without any Offence to God ? To which E- 
ſhas anfwering,” Go in Peace, is as muchr as' if he had plainly told 
trim ; Tou may ſafely do this, without any Offence to birr, — 
\ Arid here now, by the way, T cannot well torbear taking oc- 
caſton to mention a'ſome what like Caſe, and which alſo had 
a like Reſolution given of ir, even by Chriftian and Prorteſtane 
Divines too: Both which had their date no longer - ſince a go, 
than about the Beginning of the Reformation, When the then 
Emperour of Germany, being about to go to Maſs, according to 


Cuſtome, commanded the EleFor of Saxony to be there, and to 


carry the Sword before him; for that's the Duty of the Houſe 
of Saxony upon fuch folemn Occaſions : He having conſulted his 


_- Divines in the Caſe, who to'd him, That he might lawfully do 


ic, ſince he was called upon! to do his Duty, not co.go' to Matls, 


went accordingly, - accompanied ' by George,Marqueſs of” Branden-" 


burg; but none of -the reſt. came; as Sleidt&s informs ns: Which 
Cate notwithſtanding, whether *it was rightly fo'derermin'd, or 
otherwiſe, depends (as I take it) npon the time of his ſtay there, 
and the. other particular Circumſtances of his Behaviour, with 
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which ithat' Hiſtorian has'lefe” us: unacquainted, Tho! afterwards. 


conſalting -Thyanm , Tam © from: thac excellent Writer inform'd; 
thae. the EleQtor only - went'tinro' the Chappel, ani leaving che 
Sword: there,” preſent'y came away. hs pela 

But I return''to Naeman 
alſo, there may: perhaps, bz raifed fome Scruples and Ojecions, yer 


Tho” againſt this Expoſition 


none of them, I chink, wilt be found co 'be'of any fuch great-weight ' 


or mbment; az that they-eanh bear much Hipay with any. judicious 


Confideracor, eſpecially wheti w&ſhalt petceive how eafily they may* 


te 
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| beremov'd, and will admit of a very ſatisfaftory Salution. Towards 
which, I ſhall not think unfit to beſtow yet another diſtin& Chap- 
ter. | ih 


- 


Po 


E : CHAP. V.- 


Wherein feveral Objettions, which either have been, or per- 
' haps may be made againſt this laft, and (as I ſuppoſe ) 
*only true Expoſition, are fairly propoſed and anſwered. 


i ND .1/ then, Whereas it is objeRed, that this Senſe or under- 
ſtzrfdi 's of this Place of Scriptureis wholly groundleb and pre- 

carious ; the ObjeRion it ſelf may indeed much rather appear to- be 
ſp, when we ſhall confider what ſufficient Grounds and weighty. 
Reaſons we have to embrace this Expoſition ; as that alone which ot- 
fering no manner of ' Force or violence to any, of the Words of the 
Text, does alfo fairly avoid all thoſe Difficulties, Inconveniencies and 
Contradictions, which I have ſhewn to be the neceſſary Conſequences 
and Attendants of any other Interpretation; and makes Naaman to 
ask nothing in the leaft repugnant, either to his now re&ified Judg- 
ment or Refolution'; nothing but what was fairly. conſiſtent both 
with his Belief, that there was no other God, and with-his- Deter- 
mination alſo, that he would henceforth Worſhip no ether, but only 
' the God of Trae}; nothing contrary either to his foregoing publick 
Declaration, or to any. other Aion or Intention. of his, expreſſed 
in the Context; in a Word, nothing but what might well comporc 
with the deſigns both of an honeſt, fincere Proſelyte, and of a Wiſe 
and Prudent Man, reſolved in the firſt place to give God his due, 
and not to do any thing by which: he wight offend Heaven; and then 
' Cefirous in the next place, ſtill co. ſerve and gratify his Earthly Lord. 
and Maſter, in what he ſafely might, and without: danger of incur- 
ring any ſuch Offence Nor yet is Eljſbe thereby made ſubje& to. 
the great Abſurdity of putting him off, with 2 moſt abrupt-and ful- 
len Farewel, without gens eons ta. his Scruple : But on the- 

contrary, ( according to the plain Senſe of the fame Phraſe in o- 
ther Places ) is fairly underſtood, to refolve his Queſtion in the. Af- 
firmative, and yet cherein-not to. grant- any thing but what was very 
fit for him fo to do, (according to confideration had of the particu- 
lar Circumſtances of the Caſe) and well becoming both .the Wil- 
dom; Faithfulnefs and Sincerity of fo holy a Prophet, To all which 
we may alſo add, as a thing not a little conſiderable, that it cannot. 
be imagin'd, upon what account, .or to what purpoſe Neamen ſhould 
talk of his owing 9 th Houſe of Rimmon, in this Caſe ' only, 
when, his Mafter ſhould there lean upon his Arm- if by his bow- 
| : _ ing- 
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ing there, he had. meant any thing of Religious Worſhip to the 
Idol, or had- defigned therein any more than a meer civil A& 
or Office of Service and Reſpe& to his Maſter. 

Whereas, if we underſtand it under this Notton only, it will 
then appear, both very natural and pertinent, that he fhould fo 
ſpeak of his Maſters leanin _ his Arm, as,the fole thing 
which could now occaſion his Bowing in that "I'll or his do- 
ing any A there for the future, that could -be liable to mis- 
conſtruQtion, er which he could think might ſtand 'in need of 
a right or favourable Interpretation. © So, thar you ſee, it muſt needs 
be very unjuſtly otje&ted againſt this Expoſition, that the ſame 
is altogether beg'd- or precarious, when indeed we find it buile 
upon fo many very good grounds of Reaſon. 

215. Whereas, it has: been objeted, thar the ſeveral Acts of 
. "Naaman and of his Maſter, in the Houſe of Rmmmen, being both 
expreſsd in the Original, not differently, but by one and cheſelf- 
fame word, why ſhould we not therefore underſtand them alſo 
to have been of the ſame Nature, and done by both of them, 
out of the ſame deſign of Religious Worſhip? To thisI Anſwer, 
that tho' it cannot be denyed, that the ſame Hebrew word is 
here uſed in, or for the Worſhip of the one, as well as for that 
of the other alſo, and muſt therefors imply che like external 
Geſtures of Body, to have been thereuſed by them both ; yer we can 
by no means from thence infer any neceſlity of underſtanding the 
ARions of theſe two Perſons, ro be of the ſame kind alſo and 
nature, in reſpe&t of the deſign and intention of Mind, with which - 
they were performed ; which yet is always the chief thing to be 
conſidered, as that which creates a wide difference between Acts, 
which might otherwiſe. be thought the ſame, it judged of only 
according to outward appearance. | 

In ſhore, the word MU does ftrialy and properly import not 
more, than a bare Bending, or Bowing down of the Body, or a - 
Proſtcation thereof upon the Ground, with ftretch'd our Hands 
and Peer, without ſignifying any thing at all of the particular 
end or deſign of ſuch bodily Geſtures ; but leaving .that wholly 
to be. made out, and gn from the Genius and Nature of 
the particular Place of Scripture, wherein we find the word usd, 
or from other Circumſtances of the Context. 

And accordingly, becaufe by ſach outward Incurvation, or Pro- 
ſtration of the Body, *cwas Cuſtomary, among thoſe of the Ez- 
fern Countries, to ſignifie and expreſs their inward Aﬀection of 
Mind, that profound Honour and Veneration which they had, 
as well for their Princes and other great Perſons, as allo for 
their Idols and ſuppoſed Gods ; therefore the fame word which 
properly ſignifies: only ſuch Bodily Incurvation 'in the general, is 
alſo uſed 1n Scripture to denote, fainetimes th3 Ads of Religi-, 
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+ ous Worſhip, and ſometimes. a. civil, A&. of Honour. and Reſpe&k 
done ; unto. Superiours. . So that.in this place likewiſe, it being very 
evident, from the circumſtances ofthe Context, chat. che Bowing of” 
the King of Sjris,and Naamens Bowing in the Houſe of Rimmon, were 
accompanied | with ſo very difterenc Intentions, the firſt plainly 
deſigning thereby. the Worſhip of his Idol, whilſt the ocher ( ac- 
cording to. half@wa expreſs Declaration ) could mean_no more; 
\than a civil» 7 


Reaſon, that tho'. the ſame word be here apply'd. to... both, we 


ſhould yet not underſtand it in the ſame Senſe; eſpecially, fince - 


it does frequently in other Places ( and will hers) fo faicly and 
naturally admit of a difftrent Accepration. 5p | 
And accordingly . we may. obſerve, that, our  Eng/h 'Tranſla- 


tion, does very judicionfly; and upon good . Grounds, make a 


_ different rendring of the ſame Hebrew word ; whilſt it calls the | 


Kings AR, his Worſriping,. but Naamans only his - Bowing own 
bimſelf ; plainly intimating thereby, the different Nature ot. the 
Aqts, from the quite different Intentions therein. 

Bur ftill, 34ly. Others again, confidering how expreſsly, and 
without any manaer of limitation, or exception .ot, Intention, 
the Fews were forbidden, as a_thing-unlawful, upon any acco!ne 
or pretence whatſoever, .co Bow down themſelves before. an Idol, 
tho" they ſhould at the ſame. time declare, that. they meant na 
Worſhip to it, but of God only; or deſign'd by that. Geltuce, 
fome other civil Reſpe& ; have therefore; from . thence  conclud- 


ed, that Naaman being now of che Fewiſh Religion, muſt con- 


ſequently commit a great Sin,.. even mm, going, ſo far as he. de- 
ſign'd;' and in that he would Bow down himſelf in a Place where 
an Idol was, tho' he deſign'd no Worſhip to that thereby, bur 
meerly a civit Refpe& to his Maſter. 


But now this Scruple or Obje&ion, being founded, upon. a Mi- 
ſtake, or falſe - Suppoſicion, will therefore eaſily be removed, when 
we ſhall conſider, that this Precepr, as well, as ſeveral. others, 
was peculiarly deſigned for the Traelitiſh. People, and, given only 
tro the natural Fews, while. Profelytes of anocher. Country, ( as 
was this. Syrian) were not neceſlarily obliged thereby. For 0- 
therwiſe we muſt alſo conclude, that Nﬀﬀ#man ſinned no leſs, in, 
making uſe of 'the two Mules-burden of Earth, for. the purpoſe. 
he deſigned :- Since the Fewiſh People were exprefaly forbidden, 
the Erefting of any Altar, or Offering of Sacrifice, in. any  0- 
ther ' Place, than in the Temple of _Feru/alem only, as. we. find 
Deut. 12. 13. 14. Tat. heed to thy ſelf, that then Offer not. thy Burnt- 
1% in every Flace that thou ſeeft, but im the. Place which the Lord 

all chaſe in one of thy Tribes ; there. thou ſhalt. Offer thy _Burnt-offer- 
ings, and there. thou ſhalt do all that. I Command thee. _ And ſo Ley. 
17: 3,4. What. Man. ſorver there, be of the Houſe of Iſrael, that killeth 


'to his Maſter ; ; there. is therefore very. good 
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07 4 Lamb, or Goat in the Camp, or that Rilleth it ot 


ord; Blood ſhall be inoputed unto that Man, be hath ſhed 


Cafe was quite otherwiſe with the Profelites of anagher Country, 


differene Circumſtances.” ' bidf Eat | 

Laſtly, It may, perhaps, be farther ObjeRed, ( and this indeed 
is now the only remaini Difficulty I am ſenſible of ) That 
Pardon. being nothing elſe but a Diſcharge from che Obligation 
to Puniſhment, and -all Puniſhment ſuppoſing fome- Sin, © all For- 
givenels, Opn ſo called, muſt needs involve under” the 'very 
Notion of it, the plain: ſippoſition 'of fome | foregoing Fault” or 
Offence, and conſequently, that Nasmans Bowing muſt needs be 


finful, at leaſt 'in his Apprehenſion ; ſince otherwiſe he would ne- 


ver ( as we.find he does) talk of Pardon for the fame. 

To which: I Anſwer, That tho' all 'this would be: very. trae 
and concluſive, -if the -prefent Queſtion were concerning Actions 
already. done, in' which alone, Pardon: properly: {o icalled, can take 
Place-;z yet for a Man-to 2sk, or for God to:Promiſe this Fa- 
vour, before hand, with reſpe&t to an Action not yet done, ( as 
according to the preſent Caſe ſuppoſed ) would not be fo pro- 

Sons or - granting. of Pardon, in che ſtrit Senſe, as in- 


perly 2 
deed a begging or granting of free Licence to do ghe thing, or 


an Affurance of the Man, that he may. do jr, without any Of- . 


fence. to_God. . And. indeed,-the-Original Word - 72D) here uſed, . 
and which we here Tranſlate, Pardon, is fo far from. always ex- 
cluding - this more laxe Senſe, that we may” find it necellarily 
requiring the fame in ſeveral other places of Scripture. . - Thus we 


'read,..Num. 30. 3, & 5. If 6 weman. vow @ Vow unto the Lord, and 


bind her. ſelf by.a Bond, being in her Fathers Houſe in ber Yom ; 
and ber | Father diſallow her, - in the Day that he hbeareth thereof, then 
not any of ber Vows, or of ber Ronds, wherewith ſhe hath bound her- 


ſelf ſhall fland : And the Lord ſhall FORGIVE. ber, becauſe ber Fa- 


ther diſallow'd berg The Lord ſhall Forgive her, that is, ſhall not 
be: ar all» Offended: at her,- nor: count & any Sin in her, but hold 
her.-perfetly:\ Innocent. in* this :marrer; for. riot keeping that Vow, 
which could not be ratify'd, or .oblige 'her, withouc her Fathers 


_ Cotiſent,/or\-in/ contradition”to_the* Duty which ſhe ought. to 


ſo-near. a Relation, who -could- juſtly challenge fo great an Au- 
chority :over/her. And inthe 12. Verſe likewiſe of the fame 


Chaprer, we 'find the ſame oat: uſed in the, ſame Senſe, con-'' 
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that Man ſhall be. cut off from-. bis People: But now the + ul + 


| ( 24 ) : 
eerning the Wiſe,. in the like Caſe, witch relation to her Husband, 
And is when in a caſe of necefſity,the People conld not cleanſe them- 
felves, as 'twas - requiſite they ſhould have done, before they- eat the 
Paſſover, we find Hezekiab- Praying for them after this manner. 
e Chr. 3. The good Lord pardon every one that prepareth bis Heart to ſeek the Lord. 
18, 19 tho Z be not cleanſed according to the Purification of the Sanituary, And 
fo the ſame Word. here uſed in this very Caſe, 'may beſt be under- 
ſtood in the ſame Senſe, not ſo much for Pardon, in- the ſtrict Senſe 
of a known Fault, as for the favourable Interpretation of' a doubt- 
ful Aion: And The Lord Pardon tby Servant, ſeems here to be no 
more than if he had ſaid, Eet not the Lord be offended at me, or I hope 
the Lord will not take it amiſs, or lock upon it as any Sin in me, but 
bold me Innocent, and take it in good part, if I do happen to bow my ſelf 
in the Houſe of Rimmon, pon that particular occaſion only, and declar- 
ing my _—_ therein, to be no other than ſuch #5 1 have now acquaimt- 
ed you with. BY po 
hereas, on the contrary, had he concluded the fame to have 
been a Sin, he muſt alſo have concluded, that God muſt needs 
have been highly offended at him for it; nor conld he then have 
entertained the leaſt hope that ever the Prophet would have given 
him: leave to venture-on it. Thus, having beſtowed more time 
and pains than ordinary, tho* I think, ( conſidering how much ic 
has been abuſed and made the common Refuge 'of Diffemblers ) 
not more” than was requiſite, 'in propofing and -endeavouring to 
eſtabliſh the right Expofition of this place of Scripture, as well as 
in — the ſeveral Difficulties and ObjeRions that have been 
made-againſt it. I proceed now to the next general thing deſigned, 
_ -viz. to thew, | 


——_——__ 


CHAP. VI. 


That fſuppoſrng that which ſome contend for, were indeed the 
true and genuine Senſe of this Place; yet from this Ex- 
ample, we Chriſtians could have no ſufficient Reaſon to 
preſume of an Allowance fof any ſuch Diſſimulation or 
Compliance, and much leſs have we nowggny Reaſon, ſa. 
zo preſume from this Example rightly and food, and cons 

| frarread (as it ought tobe) under all its ſeveral Circumſtances... 


Hereas we are moſt aſſured that God is- a God.af Truth, 

| to whom. all lying and diſſembling is moſt: abominable ; 
Whereas we likewiſe know, that he alone created the ' whole Man, - 
| and does therefore naturally challenge, and can be contented with 
| - nothing lefs than-the entire Service and Worſhip of our Bodies, as 


+ well 


| (25) ot 
well as of our Souls, and chat he has profeſſed, he will not give his 
Honour to another ; whereas alſo. we are moſt certain, that ſome 
chings are ſo naturally and eternally Evil and Indecent, that no po- 
itive Command or Prohibition whatſoever, can alter their Nature, 
or make them otherwiſe : Were it now notwithſtanding all this, ei- 
ther any way. conſiſtent with the eternal aud unalterable Nature of 
Good and Evil, or reconcilable to the effential and\immutable Per- 
feion of 'the Divine Nature, that we ſhould think ic poſlible, for 
God to allow any thing of Hypocriſy, or to give a Licence to 
diffemble, ' and that in a Man's Religion too; nay ftill farther, 
ſuppoſe that from my Text it could be moſt evidently demonſtrat- 
ed, ( as the quite contrary, I hope, has been ſo) that God did 
once fince the [Creation of the World, think fit, - (for ſome moſt 
extraordiniry Reaſons, known only to himſelf) actually to give 
leaie to one certain Perſon, wiz. to this Naaman the Syrian, fo to 
diſlemble his Religion, by joining with his Body in Idolatry, whilſt 
with his Soul he Worſhiped the true God only ; yet when all is done, 
ſuch ſingular Licence could not in any Reaſon have been con- 
ftrued to extend any farther, or to effe& any other, than the very 
rticular Perfon only, to whom it was ſuppoſed ſo expreſly given. 
Nor could we with any ſafety have from thence concluded, that ic 
was: lawful for any other beſides, much lefs for any Chriſtian fo to 
--diſſemble. For we find the Scripture every where full of ſo ma- 
ny plain Commands to the contrary, as well as of Examples of 
thoſe who are. there highly commended, for chuſing to. die rather 
than ſo comply. Nor can we in the whole Book of God find any 
one Example of the other fort {( beſides this of Naaman under our . 
preſent diſpute.) but what is there branded with ſome evident note 
of Infamy and, Condemnation. So that it would by no .means 
follow, that it is lawful for any other likewiſe upon occaſion, to diſ- 
ſemble his Religion, tho”, it could be evidently proved, that Nas- 
man had expreſs leave from God fo to do: And how is it poflible 
then that we ſhould now make any ſuch Inference fromthis Example, 
when it is on the contrary moſt clear, that even Naaman himſelt nei- 
ther asked nor received, nor ever ſo much as thought of having any 
leave or Indulgence to praiſe any ſuch Matter, but what was really 
of a much different Nature, EE 
' And indeed, whoſoever ſhall firft, well confider the true nature of 
this particular Fa&, together with the erue State and ſzveral Circum- 
ſtances of the Perſon, and then diligently compare all theſe with the 
FaR, State and Circumſtances of thoſe other Perſons, who endea- 
your to abuſe this Example to their own vile Purpoſes, will eaſily 
diſcoyer ſuch a' wide Ufference and vaſt diſproportion betwen them 
in aft theſe reſpeQs, that almoſt any two ofthe moſt conerary things 
"you can think of,” may affoen be reconciled together, as any/ thing” 
'of this Precedent can be made Do cowards the Countenanc- 
: 2 _ ing 


bp. SA iS $i 10 © NAAR UB Sat Es 0 66 A iced AI. AA AI RR Et ear 7 AIC: CAP 
_ "_ ” n 22) eas _— yo 
wt "y _ __ 3 ' ARS 22, ade : py x. C NS. >> ©, "PEP 
: o 


(26) 
ing ſuch Hypoerigical Chriſtians, who at any time ſhall baſtly reſolve 
to ſerve the Titnes, by outwardly communicating with Idolaters, oe 
bodily joining in the As of any falſe or unlawful Worthip. 

For 1. If we confider the Nature of the Fa& it ſat I have 
already proved, that what Naaman here deſigned, was not any, Re- 
ligious, but a meer civil AR, done not out of. any the leaſt ho: 
nour-to the Ido], but reſpe& to his Maſter ly, and in diſcharge 
of that particular Court-Office, which if he {till held: it, would . 
neceſſarily require thus much. from him, done not out of any de: 
fign to diſguiſe or difſemble his Religion, nor with the leaſt: inten- 
tion or poſflibility thereby of deceiving any other Perſfon,. or of 
being thought to be ſtill what he was not; but accompany'd with 
the moſt publick Profeſſion, and. plain Declaration of his being a 
Worſhipper of che living God only, and of-his utter Abhorrence and 
Deteſtation or Rimmon,. and . all other Idols whatſoever. And this. 
Declaration-likewiſe to be ſeconded; and made good by the conſtant 
courſe. of his other ſuitable Actions and: Behaviour, in openly pray- 
ing to, Worſhiping, and' Sacrificing to the true God only, accord- 
ing to the Rites of the Iſraelitiſh People. From whence we may 
alſo farth& conclude, that neither did he deſire to continue. this 
civil A&, out of any covetous or ambitious Temper, that he was 
extremely fond of retaining his high Station, or poſſeſſed with any 
cowardly fear of Death in fo good a Cauſe ; fince by what he was. 
reſalved upon otherways, both to fay and do, he could not but fore-- 
ſe, 'that he muſt needs. very much hazard the lofs both of his. 
Riches, Preferment,. and Life it felf, in caſe fo abſolute a Prince - 
as was his. Maſter the King of Syria, ſhould happen, (as 'twas moſt- 
Ikely ) to: be offended thereat : But only on the. other Hand, ſup-.. 
poſing that: if in conſideration of his former eminent Loyalty-and 
_ Services, as well as in a Senſe of the great*need he ſhould 

ill have of him, it ſhould fo fall out, ( as.'twas alſo poflible) that 
his Maſter. ſtill retained ſuch an extraordinary Favour for. him, as. 
to be willing both to bear with his Exerciſc'and Profeflion of a. 
contrafy Religion, and to continue him in the ſame. Civil Poſt: then 
Naaman alid would think fic, in poingtof Prudence, not voluntarily 
to foreſake the ſame, or put himſelf out of place by refuſing to bow 
down himſelf; as it required only in. that ope, Caſe already fpeci- 


* fied; if} indeed that ation were. to. be. looked” upon, as only of 


an indifferent Nature, and fuch as could be. performed by. him, (as 
he hoped it might) with a. ſafe Conſcience. OO 
And yet after all, we are alfo to conſider, that he durſt not. rely 
upon his own Judgment, or venture upon this. doubtful, Aion, 
-merely of - his own Head, without "a cautious conſultation of God's 


"Mind herein for. his fall Sarkfa&ion,. or before ſuch time. as. he, had 
 fuft received” an expreſs Licence from him. by the Mouth'of. the 
Prophet; being otherways reſolved, and prepared, . (as.we. 
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7 G27, ) | 
good Reaſon to, conclude.) urterly rg Have quitted both his Place, 
and together with that, all farther Intereſt, in bis Maſters Favour, 
in cafe Eljſhes ſhould have determined his Queſtion. in the Nega- 
tive, | 
. But now, I pray, what mannex of Kindred, or Analogie is there 
between this Fa&t 'of pe gps that. of tho 2, who "can af- 


ford - outwardly to joyn themſelves in ſuch -acknowledgly Reli- 


ſs, than that Naeman. ſhould defire . to: do as he. : 
Ga. alfo ſhould. think fity . fo: to gratifie him ia 


 |<(28) | 
allow any of us'to g6 10 far as the bare Tmitation. of his Action, 
and much lefs grant any fach extravagant Licenceof down-righe 
complyance with Idolaters, as ſome Hypocrites "have. moſt unrea- 
ſonably endeavoured to infer therefrom. 

"And firft then, we may" confider what Nazman had been, and 
was ſtill in his own. Cognety, viz, A moſt Renowned Prince, 
mighty 'in Valour, and one through whom God had given De- 
liverance unto Syrse, as we find all this in the firſt Verſe of this 
Chapter. In ſhorc, he was' a Perſon, whoſe great Merits had 
juſtly- Advanc'd him to. the higheſt Degree of Honour and. Truſt 
with the King his Maſter, and given him no ordinary ſhare in 
his' Friendſhip *and AﬀeRions, as may eaſily be Collected, ( hai 
we no other -Evidence thereof) from the extreme Sollicituds 
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and Concern'he 'ſhews, for the "Cure of his Leproſie. "JA" 
* But now, if after this double Cure 'wrought upon him, *Na- 
aman ſhould ' have choſen to. return no more home, but ever 
after, of bis own accord, have perfe&ly. deſerted the Service of 
his King and Country, this muſt needs 'have look'd.in him, both 
' as ungrateful and/faſpicious, and would have | been apt to, caft 
a very prejudicial and ſcandalous RefleRtion upon the TFewiſh 
Religion it felf; as if a Man could no fooner become a Profelyre 
thereto, but he muſt preſently * forget all. his former Duty and 
Allegiance, and ceaſe to be any longer an ufeful Subje& to his 
own natural Prince. Befides, © he "cond; not? but conſider, © that, 
as he was bound in'Nature, ſtill fo more ftrialy, by the Duties of 
his new Religion, 'nor to_ expoſe his. Wife and *numerons Family 
which he had left behind 'him, to ſach eminent. Danger, but 
to take a due Care of their Safety and Welfare, and more eſpe- 
cially to :endeavour their Converſion allo. And *twas fit for 
him likewiſe to ery "the Experiment however, whether the con- 
tinued *Miracle, which | he thould carry home with him, .in his ſo 
wondeffully reſtored Health, both of Body” and "Mind, 'joyn- 
ed ' to the good Example, and diſcreet Suggeſtions, which the 
opportunity of a familiar Converſe would atford, might not by 
degrees, Drove at | laſt forcible enough, to prevail upon the King 
himfelf likewiſe, to approve of, and embrace the ſame Religion. 
Nor did he know, 'but that God 'might be” pleas'd, throi his 
means, to' give {till' a far greater Deliverance unto Syria, than © 
| ver he had done hefote, tho" of a*quite Cifferent,' and'far more 
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excellent Nature. a Y 
Theſe now, or the like Conſiderations, might fomewhat ſerve 


to -counter-poiſe thoſe orher Inconveniencies,. and that Perſonal 
hazard of a Relapſe; which” he might” incur ; by "his return back. 
Bur however, *tis -natutal for, "Men to have fo great a Love for 
their' own 'Coutitry, efpecially © when” they lan 6 HaRees ve- 
5 conſiderable” a 'Figure there, *s did this Sjwar Prince, that'we 

cannot 


» 


| (29) | 
cannot eaſily blame one under his Circumſtances, for ſo deter- 
mining as he did. . For it was no ſmall Tryal of the Faith of 
Abraham, the _ Father of the, Faithfpl, that he could, when he. had 
an expreſs Command for it from God, fo readily obey, in forſaking 
his own Country..and his Father's Houſe, to--iojourn in a ſtrange 
Land ; how could it be then expeRed, that fo young a Proſelite as 
Naamean, ſhould find in his Heart, to do the like, and: much more 
of his own accord, and without any . Cominand at all for his 
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Jo, doing? . mw | _ 
y Nor wel it appear ſtrange, (ejther that being reſolved to re- 
turn, he ſhould alſo defire,; (if he lawfully. could ) ſtill co retain 
the. ame Grandeur and high Station, and all the Advantagesat- 
tending | it, by obtaining leave ſa to Bow in the Houle of Rim- 
won; nor yet ſo ſtrange, that God ſhould think fit to grant his 
FROn if we do. but farther Conſider theſe following Particu- 
ay oy | | | | 
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1/,. We may Confider, That even- the natural Fews them- | 
ſelves, were /;under, ſuch a State or Diſpenſation, wherein they 
were cmefly moved to Obedience, by the Hopes and Promiſes 
of temporal Rewards and Advantages, and by the Fears and 
Threatnings, of temporal .Evils and Inconveniencies-; whilſt-both 
the Doctrine of 'Ecernal Happineſs,; or Miſery in. a Future State 
after Death, and the Evidences to ſupport their Belief, concern- 
ing the Reality of the fame, were ( comparatively ) but iparing- 
iy, and covertly, and far more obſcurely delivered to them. 
nd conſequently, it was allowable in them, to- fer a higher va- 
lue and eſteem upon the World, and. outward Proſperity there- 
in, than it is now either Lawful, or Reaſonable for them to-do, 
to whom Lite and Immortality are brought to - light by the 
Goſpel, and who Live under the great Advantage. of far more 
| clear Diſcoveries and Demonſtrations, both of- the» Certainty and 
particular Nature of ſuch a future State. Nor was it reaſonable 
to expet from Nazman any more ( at moft ) than froma Few ; 
nor (to. be ſure ) near ſo. much, as is now highly neceſſary in e- 
very Chriſtian, who are juftly required tobe \endued with a more 
. Heroick kind of Spirit, and ſack Self-denyal, and generous Con- 
tempt, of 'the World, as may enable them,, upon the like occas 
fions, readily to part with any of its moſt ſpecious and valuable 
Trifles, rather than do any thing, in order. to ſecure the ſame, 
that may give paſt Offence to their. Brethren, by having in it. 
fo.much.. of the PPREArANCE of Evil:. | 
24jy. We may. alſo Conſider, that Naaman: was no natural , 
but only a Profelyte. of another Nation, who therefore, as fuch; 
has a Libefty granted him, for. the Non-obſervance. of one par- 
ticular Prohibition, which { as I. have above obſerved ). had always: 
4, mare. particular relation to the. Fewiſa. People,. and. was never. 
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WED 
ſo indiſpenſably deſigned to oblige Aliens.” "Whereas, had he been 
a natural Few, he could neither. -have reafonably expedted, nor 
would ( in all probability). have- ever” obtain'd: he like | Tndut- 
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. --3dþ. *Tis alſo farther-.to be Conſidered, That 'he" was but juft 
now become a Profelyte , - andit” mighe be upon "that account 
convenient,-at the, very firſt eo-allow ſomething to the* natural 
"Weakneſs and Infirmity of a meer - Beginner, rather than hazard 
the diſcouragement of ſo bopeſul a Candidate, by the denyal of 
-him in one particular only,” whicti'"as 'it 'was''not finiful"int its 
own. Nature, bue'ſuch /as\he night PraRtiſe 'wich'retention of his 
Sincerity, fo - was it alſo” of ino'fmall'Conſequenee, as'to his World- 
ty concerns, and could not 'therefore be amiſs, that he ſhould be 
Therein indulged, till fuch time however, as his own greater Zeal 
For, and further Confirmation-in the true' Religions added eo'the 
opportunity of his making -proper Applications to: his Mafter, 
-might at laft procure him -a -Diſpenſacion, ' not only for the *fu. 
«ture omiflien of that" particular Ceremony, and civil Service to- 
are Ks Prince, but-for | his total Abſence alſo from the 1ldots 
 _ Lafth, This Circumſtance is by no means to be forgotten, that 
ſuch” was | his particular - Country; whereiti' all-Perfons generally 
being already - Idolaters;'he" could' not therefore, 'by going ſo far 
as. he did; create ' any” octafion*of Offence+ro any among thoſe, 
-where all would be fare much rather to 'be offended at him}, 
for going -no- farther : + Nor yet ' could the on the other hand, 
by this civil Action, (ſufficiently declared and underftood by all,. 
upon what Account it--was performed) any ways contribute ro- 
awards the farther -Confirmation -of any in their Superſticion. and 
falſe Worſhip. Ak O45, | | ep 
But ' now, - dy "what new Aft *of reconciling Contradiations, 
; thall weever 'be able, to 'make all this agreeable to' the Caſe of 
thoſe, who by their -Profeffion are not Fews but Chriftiavs ? Nor 
yet ſuch as are newly brought over to -the Chrif5an Faith, but 
Baptized therein long ſince, brought up from”'their 'Youth, under 
all the means and advantages of -a thorow 'Inftrution, and full 
Confirmation / therein ; And; who Living likewiſe in a Country, 
where very many are ſare 'to be highly Scandaliz'd at fuck Ex- 
amples, as. well as others Confirmed thereby 'in their Ed raft? 
ons, do netwithſtanding venture," in deſpight *of 'Conſcience, and 
contempt 'of 'the plaineft Prohibition, 'to joyn with 'others in fuck 
Afts of Worſhip, as they verily believe'to be Idolatrous' or finful, 
With/whar Pace can ſuch Wretches plead this*Scripeure” for their 
Excuſe? Whereas, you ſee, that nothing either of the marcers 
of Fact, or of the State" and Circutnſtances” of the Perfohs are 
zt all agreeable; ; ae ucroatt= _— 
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And indeed, when all is done, ſuch kind of Perſons ſeem to 
make uſe of this Expedient, and love to be continually talking of 
 Naaman's. Caſe, we So of a deſign to amule and ſtop the Mouths 
of ics intelligent Chriſtians, who are naturally apt to upbraid them 
for their Levity and Diflimularion, that fo they may be able with 
more quiet and leſs diſgrace of the World, to purſue their ſecu- 
lar ends,' by the means of ſuch baſe Compliances, rather than that 
they are themſelves in good earneſt ſatisfied, that there is- any real 
Countenance for them from any thing of this Example, or that 
they are truly and heartily at all-tollicitous,- or concerrtd about what 
is lawful. or. unlawful for them..' . Nothing more. uſual with the Hy- 
poets than to think he Sins Fen Crock, when. he. can Sin with 
_ Scripture.in his Mouth, and force his Excuſe even frem that from 
whence he will find his Condemnation. Ard indeed of all def. 
perate Offenders, none's like him, who when he has done a wick- 
ed thing, endeavours to avoid .the Odium''thereof, and the juſt Cen- 
fares -of others, by preſenely ſculking himſelf -behind ſome Text 
for his:ſecurity ; wheie; at the ſame time: he ſecretly laughs at his 
own:Impudence, :and the-Simplicity-of thoſe who' can thereby be 

ſa. eaſily: put oft and farisfied. - . | b URSELF, 7% 
But however, as.well for an Antidote againft the ſpreading Poiſon 
and InfeQion of. ſuch Mens moft falſe and dangerons Suggeſtions, 
as. alſo: for.the more abundant cenvition 'and  fatisfa&tion of all 
Sincere-and. Well-meaning: Perſons,. I ſhall next proeced'to ny laſt 
general /Propoſal, wiz. + 50k 16. es £16489, $31 
Not only'by Argumentsdrawn from Hiſtory and matter of Fac, 
but alſo by dire& poſitive places .of'Scriprnre,' as well as from' the 
rnal Reaſons and -unalterable Nature of things themſelves, to de- 
monſtrate, .. That ſuch Compliances or Difltmulations muſt needs 


be always highly unlawful, and a Crime: :{o- -hainous, that nothing 
can excuſe that- Chriſtian who deliberately | rays , or knowingly 
only ſeems to join with others tn ſuch -a Worſhip or Service, as he 
is ſufficiently convinced to. be falſe, or 'in any part thereof Sinful 
or Idolatrous. uy = | 

| For the more Mcthodical performance of which Task, I ſhall in 
the- firſt Place conſider oft 545.3 | | 
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- Who, and ker hind of Perſons they were; that firſt Taght 


© bgias, 'and' upon what. Pretences. -* 


' of the ody,: and. the periſhing:/'Tiifles. 
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F A ND indeed had Men but halfithar Jealoufie and tender con--- 
| cern;for-the good of the:Soul; as-generally they have for that” 
{+ Poſy. nd. ping Tei che bl NE nia for 
| ni{ideration then, without: any more ado, might prove'a; fot- 
Rojede Antidote againſt this deadly Poiſon - 'nor would there need, 
almoſt, any :other Confutation. of ſach. pernicious Dorines, than - 
the bare:diſcovery ant] true Character ofthe chief Authors and Pro- 
moters. thereof, whom. we: ſhall. find:all along to have been- no ber- 
eer ſhi}, than. cictier ſome; of the maſt vile and infamons among all: 
the impure"Sties of accurſed Hereticks, . or elſe ſome- main  Ring-- 
leaders in the damnable. Society of ſuch Perſons, (for: Aer I know 
not how to call them, nor yet. Devils) who have arrived to ſuch 
a. monſtrous: height of more.than Diabolical. Impudence and Im-- 
piety, | as to; make _ a Mock. at that facred Being, which Devils 
themſelves .both believe and tremble ar.. 1 nt 

Among thoſe who have: been: called Chriſtians, he: who firſt 
invented and fer: on foot: this curſed Engine of Diſfimulation, fo 
deſtructive co Chriſtianity, was a-Perſon-whoſe. very. Name carries 


- 
« , 


\. in it the black Myſteries of Hell; ahd who came withal-from a 


Country fo frunful in ſuch kind of Monſters, that our Saviour 


| himſelf has given them this CharaQter, 7hat 1hey-Worſhiped they Inew 
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nor what; After this, I ſuppoſe, I-can ſcarce need to tell you, thar 
I mean no other than the wicked Simon Magus, or Simon the Sor- 
cerer, who ( tho” .it had. been better for him never ro have been- 
Born ) had Samaria for the unhappy Place of his Nativity, No 
ſooner ſcarce had this Wretchbeen- Baprifed, hut preſently he be- 
haved; himſelf fo very unſeitable to his-Profeflion, [that Sr. Perer, 
even 1o early, ſeems to-queſtion whether or-no-he had. not already 
finned himſelf beyond Forgivenefs ; and concludes him to be in the 
Gall of Bitterneſs, and. in-the bond of Iniquity. But aſterwards-he you 

| | ul 
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— the other: nameleſs. Mukitude of deluded. Wretches, who- 
followed this grand Deceiver, Sc. Irenew has given. us: 2 particalar 
Cy! of (peat bi, more.s a ops, in thoſe black m—_ 
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L 4. Ce 7+ ſderation. Eoſebins s expreſly cells us rf rh been ofertnes 


all 


— _— delivered the: 
| EDS with ;theſe: 


Euſeb.1. 6. dog ty.A 8 93 20 TGC 
on TT, Tr [ns rho the; 
conf hem. | e who ne fe To Heyy. - the" be-deniess 
En in 4h fe a does: 0 -with. bis Heart .,con + 
aft in Ik. Upon which accoups. (they. lay) that futk: 
pi0 Monch, je gnily 90 Fae Gu gins: 
ll 0x Fe te hey th TRE> 1 - "diſcore he -Fallafie: 
Fl £...tO + Pp: IS%s 
Wane. of POL, Realors; jhui :; but reſerving this Tak. 
4 of a'more. proper. PIs . proceed: rather, tq.;ſhew how :jultly :in- 
famous' zpd 'dereſted the Heads of. this curſed. were. in the: . 
Judgment of the 'rrue DoRors and main Pillars: the: 
Church. . When thar eminent Martyr and Bihop-: of :Sytywma;! the: 
L Pope, who had: alſo as Diſciple :of St: ole; haps 
pened, being | then. ae Rome, to. meet with.the: Heretick Mercianand- 
was ask'd by him after a fawning manner, wherther'or.no he acknaw-. 
ledged him 7, His Anſwer was, (.like that - * = mn _ 
acknewledge thee, faith he, 5 be rhe Firft-born- of Naa 
- Cerinrbue, (as Epiphanizs affirms) was on, poo thoſe. wh homurmured 
againſt*Sr, Peter; and reliſted him for; going.in to; Corpeline; a Perſon: 
uhcircumciſed ; tho* expreſly commanded to. do. fo from Heaven:: 
Arid'both brengus and Exſebiues. relate mnctelt ing St, Ji himſe'f;. _ 
when: be'was.going-ro barh himſelf, and had-heard that Cerinebus.w 
there, eſently he cried out, ler ae<be gone bexce, leaſt ated; 
him. And cho” Epphonies DaularYy appl ies. hep  Ebion, yet bath: 
theſe Authors may. be. Ss par iRent. in t> this Matter, ſince - 
both thoſe Hereticks might. FT y. be ac that. time:chege 1 ether,.. 
who ' were obſerved. ca. have been. very. ſeldom or. never: a.funder.. 
Nor- is it'at all to- be wondred. ar, that thoſe, Peſts. ofiCheiſtianicy.. 
Jhould be fo abominable to the crae Rag gs and Apoſtolical Men, 
fince by the. other enormuties of their Behaviour, as well as by cheis 
6 * joun- 


C359 


Ss in 
= —_ Eden not wie the leaft, ro Cormier Wor» 
p-either with-Chriftians,::Jews,: oriPagans, :nof: x0 Tay or- dy 'to 
profeſs: or dehy. any* thing d»oederits-thein Carcaſs” preſervation; 
and'that chey inighe- *keep a bee, in*a whole Skin; (radia this 
very occafion;: perhaps Flewius its the Life of. Sararninus, pro- 
ducerh out ' of the:Hiftory os, 'an encire Epiſtle of the Em- 
perour-Adrian: to frames tt Cork, in which, ſpeaking ot: the 
wonderful maar + of: expetmmcpncry = affirms of yr honc 
Jomereees to Wer 2t ptrans, ines 
'Chrof; 'and anti es 243; with. the Jews, © and: ſometimes with the 
* here (in the Opinion of. Berenius} we are to take ir for 

in” "tharhis' i to be underſtood:of choſe Heretical Chriſtians 
wi were of var” Sehool of Baſdkdes: an] Carpoerates, who were both 
, and: there opening the School: of all Impuricies, wete 

notorious: tor being neicher firm nor conſtant: imthe*Confeſfion of 
Chriſts Name, and for teaching their Followers,-. that chey- mighe; 
without any-blame, deny. him;: and'Worſhip-the Gods of the Gentiles, 
Concerning ' the: Valentinians alſo;.who pag chemſclves to the? 


Gnoftichs, Ireneus —_ Terta/han thus rageoged us3 fig Fbat they br arr 
Was no Nece openly .Confe ors 
the Chriftian gs 6 « Lf bar te al er of ere EN a5: @themng> 

Sr mking "7P ned, gf Armas by: 


other Pagan cor Foam, when there was vecafion.” That they 

ſeen account t6' rewile the Orthodox Chriftians, becauſe t on cn hey male Cr 
ſcience of. ſuch Miters, as mere 1diots- and.. ſample Perſons 
nothing; wvaunting: of themſelves in. the: ng pied: 'as The yy "onang 
and per &:: ones; Fand Veſſels of BlatHon- COLIGE 2 

- And when'thib firſt Ser of Didbolical Apaiortvate thenefelvonin: : 

timg. extinguiſhed, : their deſtructive: Principle. 6r- fone: Ages after- 

—_ ſill farvived in their Impious/Succeſfors: For Priſcil/ien under i 
the Reign of the Emperauis Gratian and Yalemtiniany Compoling one: 
Heretical Monſter from the ſeverat Madneiles of the Manichoans ahd/ 


Cnfeſſicn of "be-Mharh was requiſite ro-be made only befre Nig: Nagh-- 
CE IE nn RN meme _ 

; ' +FE Cu: M 'an 

| fo ahi diffembling and: moſt _ Ipus; Sect, by fetring::forth,' and. 


pun-.. 


WE ht | 
-pnſfittually"Excairing the. moſt. ſevere Edifs againſt them, - as Eae- 
-mies to Humane; Society ic {eif, no-leſs chan ,to. all Religion in gene- 
ral.;: tro ona leng cha afierwards, gee cons re | 
orinone:could;befound, who-dutit | -profebs or ipropogate « 
Dodtrine of Difimulacian;: Fog the KA Apt 0a ueli bac 


 thar-almoſt. eyery-Age and-Blace cati produce here roagh rv 


< Lev. C. 42» 
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nay have prexailed> with clieniſalyes: onrwardly tocomply with firch 


, ache fame time, they could, 
and heartily agrees. and. ſo/ have: been-@it 
pn ener Ing 


pablickly eo | 
ſhame, and | fear, the utter conftiſfion too. of this our native:Conn- 
ery) there unhappily ſprang.iup. one, of Fore-head enough, openly 
co revive, even:inPrint,. this:buried :apd- forgotten; Doctrine-af 
thoſe wha have ſoloag finct dwelt with-Devils, for-ehicir: defhovart 
recompence. 'The-Man,: 4 mean, is no:other tharrthatgreatFath 
-of onr Modern: Atheiſts, the execrable Author of the Zewitrben; Who 
in That kellifk :Volume, like a crue -Caſuiſt of Tacfer, thus ſtates che 


- Queſtion,; ang returns. the AnGwwer to. it, by moſt ſhameiully abuſing\ | 


this very. Text. "If. zt he niked, faich he, What if we be communided by 
our law fil Prinee-to ſay,” That: we domes believe, muſt we obeg/biwi, or no? 
He Anſwers, \That ' a Chraftian kr; : im matters of this Nature;:. if he 
ders bat believe on Chriſt mi bis Heart, has. the | ſame liberty "which rhe 
Propher. Eliſha. gry -Naaman #he :Syrian.' [Naaman ws: convert- 
ed to:the God of Lracl'in bis Heart,. arxfl ſaid, 2. Kin. 5. 17:&e: Naaman 
here: believed with: bis. Heart iis the. true God ; but-by bis outward Wirſhig de- 
fred xo ſeerw,. as if be had not. _beliezred, deaſt.: be ſhould offend his:King:- ; 

'To'all which, need {ay-nomore at:preizngburitharyouttaveheard 
ofthe Man and his Communication. Whoythd' he:be gone ſometime 
4gO #0 bis own-Placs, or: (as himſelf is {aid-ro.have Warded: it» when 


dying )« into. e&e dark: Abyſs, hasiyer alſo lcft-beliind him, as bur tos 


; many more ſecret Diſciples here;:ſaone.in\anocher Cou 


ntry,,- who. 
ſeems, { (as\if he were his eldeſt -Son}: th have taken Peſſcflion. # all 
his-t#s, and to:heave: become” (among. the-reſt of his admirable: Qua-* 
liries)- Intiericotir alſo .of his-haughty Spiric: and fingular -Impuilence: 
For.chelcarned Puferdorf,.. in alate-Treacile: of; his [nciculed,. THE 
NATURE: OF - RELIGION, IN; REFERENCE ' TO { CEFVIL 
SOCIETY; :nformsy us-of ons Adrjan Huan; a Civilian; in He!- 
Iamdowhovins) Book US GDLLTIOLL HALO NE; antong- 
mary rwild Extravagancieg: has; 25 toc this: Doint 'alfo; exactly” 
« Copred after.che Leviarbax, : 'Pur-T fhall' fotBeat: prodiging)any pat=: 
ticalars, orcmaking-any farther Remiarks': ils Avchor: ;.Je be-- 
ang'enough? Free pete ityvrebbferve 'this Imatch;:. 
ie” Tharthis-very choice! of flick a #fefterytis qolaie Indicarion 
_ | © 
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< FrY 3: 
of che Teinper ind Inclinations'of the Scholar. Ang Her; we I Ig 
by know, ' what 'kind of Spirit he is. oh, this. aloge. may dutfige tO! - 
caiable us-ro give his Writings alſo. a ſuitable Entertainn 
| Wh otro as I ſaid at firſt) Lt we,0 othes,,s 
$0'PrT9) we uh 


| Exereqize Prejudice , which we "may j jultly "Conceive, Whilſt;we 
cottfider che' riotorious ill CharaQers.,of the ſeveral Authors and 
Promoters of this DoQrine, whoſe bare. Names ſet-orer- it, ſhould, | 
co be at ky! time, och ſufficient Ry go Title 
to ng conſequently, in lome. Reipe lA "> 
ors robe ) 5: SINCE; WA or ca Do FCan- kizom.cthe 
inemies' of C | 'whoſe.Be- 
| « ther Points this, was ſo yery-unlike + 
eo "hat a thoſe, | who ny way. deſerved the "Naghs: of. Chri-- 
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| How quite contrary an the a—_ of 00 Our: Bleſſed Saviour 
| himfelf,' and his Apoſtles, as 'well as che: _ of all the 
Nara Primitive C Sr 4 


% "0 ” &- 


OW as tothe Example oft that grear Author and Finiſher ofour John - 13. 
:N Faith, our ever Blefled Saviour, .he expreſly declares of him- 37- 

f, To this end was. born,” and for- this- caufe came.-il into tbe-World, 

chat 1 ſhould bear Witneſs avto the Trath: Which-end and. deſign. of - 

his, he fully” made good and executed ay laſt, by laying down : Tim. &- 
his moſt precious. Life, upon. that very, Account,; whilſt: he: #ir- 13- 
neſſet that excellent Confeſſion befare-Pontine-Pulate ,: Ipoken: of: by [the 
Apoſtle 3 upon which he received his Sentence of Condemnation. 

And what was-- that Truth, and that | Confeflien ,2:. No. 'othes 

. than- what is- the very Foundation. of all Chriſtianicy, and ac.che 

fame time, fo ſhamefully denyed by* our, Secinjavs,. who yet. haye 

the. Face to- call themſelves. "Chriſtians ; 3 $2; That. he was: the 

true Meſliah, or really G O.D-MA N../\,For- upon-his: affert- 

ing this grand Truth ; That he: aud. his Fathie-were one, the Fews 

took. up Stones. to Stone. him, . and directly. Charge him. _ 


| 5 1 C83 : 
Blaſpbemy, in. thaz bi being, £ as they ſuppoſed.) -« meer Man, -mede 
bitfelf Gods tes" in. obs v8. Ik. 33: Ando Mar. 26.63. 
When''the *High-Prieſt; with the ew Sanhedrim. ſitting in Judg- 
ment of hit; bad adjnred bim by the living God, to tell them, whe- 
ther or meh as the Chriſt, the 'Son of God, Jeſus' anſwered him, 
7H0USS87'SA1D, "thit is, Thou baſt fit on. the yery 
Truth, or, ; ao really” che. Son of God. ONS? | 356.01 
"Which" he” alfo immediately farther confirms, with a Threat- 
'ning infinitely more” cerfible than Thunder and - Lightning, or 
Ten thouſand Earthquakes, enough to have daſhed them into a 
Fit' of Trembling and Confternation, far beyond. that of. Be/ſbaz- 
zar himſelf, when he aw the Handwriting, upon the Wall: For 


it follows; the Ke y wnto you, Hereafter ſhall ye ſee , the Son of 
Men; "ſitting *0n the l27 #1 WA 


vn# args; Fabry { of Power, and commg in the Clouds of 
Heaver.. Where this Word, | Nevertbelef ] does not. immediately 
-relate to any thing either before, or afrerwards expreſſed, but to 
ſomerhing that is to be ſupply:d, or underſtood : As.:it he had 
ſaid; Notwithſtanding, - or ' Although I very well know, that you 
.will. not now believe this my Confeflion; yet hereafter, to your 
*unconceivable Sorrow and Confuſion, you ſhall be fully. Convin- 


,ced of the Truth<hereof, whether you will or no, when-you ſhall ſee, 


( as moſt certainly you ſhall fee) me coming in all the Majeſty of 
Heaven, to Judge the World. And here now, ( begging a little Di- 
grefſion from my Subje&) I cannot forbear adding, That thoſe Per- 
fons, -who after the Advantage of ſuch powerful Hon, ( which 
.the Fews at that time wanted ) towards. the Confirmation of this 
Truth, by Chriſts RefurreQion, Aſcenſion, and ſendins of the Ho- 
ly-Ghoſt, . and by the-ſo ſudden; and miraculous Propagacion of the 


' Goſpel all the World over, can yet find in theic Hearts to deny, and 


» 
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and Circumftanets, 2 HY 559 


even deride the real Divinity of our Saviour, are far more inexcu- 
ſable than the very Fews themſelves; muſt.in cheir Hearts think him, 
and .do.by Conſequence:no other; than call him (I crembleto think 
of K ); a meer -Lixr-and Deceiver : ' They doin effect agree with 
#he* Fors, in their Charge of Blaſphemy againſt him, juſtifie theic 
Adcuans, inhis Condemnation and Crucifixion ; .and would in all 
probability,(whatfoever theyimay think to the cantrary) have rgadily 
joyned: wich: thet-ir-the ſime, Hat chey but Lived in' their Time 
1-Buc:E:76cur 10 my- proper BufikeE-im band,.by 'hext Confider- 
ing;-How welt the: Profiles alſo; followed this Example af their 


grear Maſter, in net *diftembling the Tfuth, nor being alhiczed WE -- 


2 


the. Goipel, nor-terrified from the-operr Conteflion of their Faith up- 
otalloccationsgnotwittiftanding all: the” Dangers and Threatnings, 
that| might have: pigtailed/-ypotithem totheconrrary. And indeed 
bad .w:no other-Evdences-to this purpoſe, our bare Obſervation, 


ahi 


| (39) 
- that the. World is:not ſtill- Pagan, as the greateſt Atheift:cmmor deny, 
but chat it once was ſo; that we now have, or know any thing. of th 
Goſpel, this alone of ic ſelf, is an undeniable Proof, and even a ſen- 
ſible Demonſtration of that matter. / Since all this, under God, muſt 
needs be wholly owing to the undaunted Courage and Conſtancy 
of thoſe firſt Planters, withoue whoſe Light and faithful Preaching 
of the Word, we muſt ſtill have continued to fit in Darkneſs, and 
in the ſhadow of Death. So, that even the greateſt Infidels' ih 
all other Points, muſt yet from the viſible effe&s thereof, - eaſily :e- 
nough give Credit to thoſe particular Relations of the Goſpel, - con- 
cerning the Apoſtles Behaviour of this kind ; viz That being ficſt 
Beaten, and Impriſoned for Preaching Chriſt, and afterwards, 
ſtritly charged by the Rulers, that. they ſhould no more ſpeak to . 
the People of that Name,.. they boldly anfwered'; * Fhether it be # a; FY 
right in the fight of God, to bearken unto you, more than unts God, judge ye; 19, 2 
For we cannot but ſpeak the things which we have heard and ſeen. And 
ſo when ſome ofthe Brethren endeavoured to diflwade St. Paul from 
his intended Journey to Fersſalem, in profpe of the imminent Dan- 
gers that would there attend him, his Anſwer was; - * What mean ye * Acts, 21: 
ro weep and tobreak myHeart ? For I am ready not to be Bound only, bit. alſo 3+ 
to Die at Feruſalem, for the Name of the Lord Feſns. + And whacthe ſame 
Apoſtle affirms of himſelf, was no leſs true concerning all the reſt of 
his Collegues : That they did not fhun to declare to the People, all the 
Connſel of Ged. One ſingle Inſtance indeed to the contrary of this, 
we find in St. Peter, even after our Saviours Reſurretion, who ac 
one time ſo behaved himſelf, as if he.defigned:to be thaught:of ano- 
ther Judgment than really he was, tor Fear of,-or to currie Favour 
with the F=4daiſing Chriſtians : For which Action, notwithſtanding 
he was moſt ſeverely Reprehended by St. Paul, as he himſelf has 
given us thereof the particular Relations Gal. 2. 11. &c. Where he 
expreſly tells us, that upon this Account he withſtood him to-the 
Face, as one greatly to be Blamed for ſuch Diflimulation, and not 
waking - uprightly. according to the Truth of the Goſpel; Bur aba- 
ting this ſingle Example, fo far were they from any way- concealing 
the Truth, or diflembling their Belief, thac the Conſideration of their 
having Actcd quite otherwiſe, was matter of their greateſt Joy and 
Comfort, whillt St. Pax] ſpeaking in the Name of all the reſt, af- 
ſures us, 2 Cor. I. 12.. Owr rejoycing s th, .the Teſtimony of our Conſci- 
ence; that'in: Simplicity, and godly 'Sincerity, we buve had our Converſation 
in the World. Which indeed, 1s fo true a-CharaRer of their Demean-- 
- our in general, that for conftantly chus ARing and Profefling, they 
were. all at laſt, at ſeveral Times and Places, put to ſeveral Deaths, 
by their Heathen Perſecutors : St. Fohis alone excepted,, who yet, 
ſuffering .Baniſhment, and r Thouſand . other living Deaths; —_ 
7 ONT 10:.1 . Dus 4 M1 0.5 -. DI1gnT 
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Bright-torhe very laſt; - in al-the Glogies: of a moſt 'Ffiumphant 
Confefloun 7 it wont wn ot won 0 3502 30! WW GOD IHE nfl 312) 
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'1;:But did not then Cmay you fay.}: this: Couragious Temper-of ſuch 
admirable Zeal and Conſtancy, and undiſguis'd Simplicity,  didir 
nat' at length expire and-die with--thoſe firſt Twelve moſt ' renowned 
Chriiftiani Worthies ?:: Noino,''by'no means;; It ſill: ſurvived for 
fome' Agts' afterwards; 'in- the glorzods Names} and ſuitable:Con- 
rerſations, of :thoſe!:holy..Bilhops!:and Mantyrs,'St..Chmen:;''iSt. To- 
natins, Polycarp, | Fuſtin,  Trenens,” Cyprian'5 and' in” the - numerous 
Train, and long Succeflion\ of other leading Officers in the Noble 
Army of Martyrs. From Whence I ſhall ſingle out, and chuſe a 
little - more largely .to Relate” Tome few: —_— of latter Date, 
. = Which, .tho!: perhaps:they may belek known than che before: menti- 
T 0: apa yerno leſs Remarkable, 'nor' Teſs: to: my -pteſent?. pur- 


That good Biſhop of Tagafte, a City in Africa, not far from 
Hippo, Firmizs by Namey- but much more firm in Refolution, 1ſo 
muctrs* was the in-Love: with ''Eruch, and Chriſtian” Simplicity; 'and 
fo, far from that. moſt hainolus Lie -of denying his Faith, that he 
was ready 'to Die, \-mch -rather'thart to be: induced ito: telt thar 
which is cifled an officious Lie 'only.. + For' when Officers ſent 
by the Emperour, for-'that end had: enquired of him, concerning 
2.certain Perſon, whom he- had conceal'd with: all the Care he 
could; .he maſt ingenuoyſlyi-anſwered. chem, i That 'be could neither 
tell a Lie, nor ' yet 'betray the Man : ' And thus” conſtanely: perſiſting 
in the. ſame Reſolucion, after all the Forments.they could invent 

- to make him” Suffer, they brought him'ar/-lengeh to the Empe- 
rour, to receive from him his final Doom. ].-. | 3-1, 


Now: what: ſhall we think--of this :A&ion? ''T' know'ivery , well, 
what - Cenſare ' fome,, who-pals for: Chriſtians, 'wonld'' readuly- give 
of: it 2. -:But ler us-hear, T- pray, ' whatAwvas the:Judgmencrof:the 
Emperour- himſelf in this Caſe, who 'was no other than a'Papan -- 
But yet fo. extremely. taken with the admirable Candour, Fi- 
delity. and; Courage, of this: 1o extraordinary Behaviour, that he 
not only-: preſently. dihagod Fay himdelf.; ; but-for. bis fake, 


freely | Pardoned the: Perfon'alſo,' Whong the 'Biſhop- had: fo- con- 
*: Aug. lib. cealed 3' '*as Auguſtine 'gives/us the Relation. '': 0 1 IV 
de Menda- + $1004 421 11> A 2; OBEROI 3TES TeHhHeng2 nent 
£106 Again, what: ſhall we-ſay to the wonderfiil Zeal, and. undiſ- 


_ guifed Simplicity, of Mark Biſhop of Arethuſs ? Who choſe ra- 
cherito be miſerably//Tormented co Death.by . the Rabble, than ei- 
ther iRebuild, -(4s he was Commanded by F#liaz) or ge. we 

| calt 
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In like manner, Anthony, ant Arian Biſhop, after | he was: able 
ty no exquiſiteneſs of Torments,. to bring - Hbetdeas, an; Qrtho- 
dox Biſhop, 'oyer {to the Profeflion, of his own impyous +S2&, 
at*1aſt;- ſtopping hisMojuth, .2nd binding: his Hands and . Peer, he 
by ' force ''Phinged him into, the. Bath gf Re-babtization, : which 
he” had prepared for, chae'-purpoſe, And then, afterwards endea; 
voured to. perfivate. him; that by this Waſhing . he - was .made a 
Companion 'and *Partaker with him of the fame Hereſie :. Bur 
the good Bifhop, by a conſtant Confeflion,, molt, Couragiouſly 
denyed 'ir, faying ;. O -wicked Anthony! _ That .can. be ng, Conde: 
nation 'aufo Death” where the A ext. of tha, Will is. waning, 1, maſt te; 
maciorns of my Faith, did,, long .as ever 1 had, the Opportwnityslowd- x 
ly-defend, and with mniy Voice confeſi the things which 1 did and: ds be- 
lieve : © But after you bad Bound me with Chains, and ſtopping wy 
Mouth, took' away from me the Faculty of Speaking ;. Ithen_ tranſmit- 
ted the more. ſecret Confeſſen,, of my Faith, kept with. the. Cloſes of 
”y Breaff, as wiell as the monſtrous. As of that your Vialence: pg ainſt 
me, to be both"of them read by my bleſſed Saviour, 35e holy Angels 
t heniſelves alſo therem Subſoribing. 10: 08... oo ani” 1nbawcl 


Admirable- likewiſe was the Example of Eulogias, a Presbyter of 
the [Church of Corduba,* who being, drag'd} upon the,.Accoung.of . + 
his 'Rehgioh,. belore. the chief Counſellours of . a abomgaubings bat 
was by, one of them - with whom. he had been familiarly acquaiat- 
cd, after this manrier* Subtily, but yer (as the Man . meant,,it) 
compaſtionately 'Accoſted : That Fools and Ideots ( faith he ) fhoutd 
run themſelves upon Death and Ruin, is a thing not ſo much to be 
avondered at: But as for you, who are a Man (o adorned, with, all 
the Accompliſhments : of Wisdom, and approved for the Honeſty: of your 
Conver(ation, What Mzdnefs ts # thats forces you thus 20. fling your ſelf 
into. this Ilamentahble Condition ? :Hearken, I beſeech you to. my Counſeh, 
and 'do not obſtinately run upon your own Deſtruttiov. Deny only- by 
one ſmall Word, uow in this your Hour of. Neceſſuy, and. then afier- 
wards, whereſoever you can do it ſafely, freely exerciſe and, enjoy your. 
own Faith. We Prommile you, that you ſhall no where be ever, ſorght after... .. 


— To whom, the holy Man, ( a little, Smiling ) thus reply'd 7; O 
that jou 'conld but know, how glorious Things are prepared fo the fi 
cere  IWorſhipers that. are of our. Religton! Or hat, 1 cou 4. but 1 once AlvariHif, 
convey iro jours, "what TI retain. and feel in, my. 6wn.. Breaſt, then eg 
Would You be fs Fe ar from: endeayouring ta recall me-'from my. p-irpoſe, Vo!. _ uo 
' that zour” Tho::ghts would be wholly taken up, | about how you might beſt 151) © 
F 2 | With- 


w— 


' 


began to' Preach 'to them the- word of Life :.- Bue they. refuſing 
to hear the fame, preſently "commanded him to'be run thorow 
with 2 Sward. == 


( 42.) 
withdraw. your ſelf from this deceuful Worldly Honowr. | And fo'he 


Nor let any one Obje& againſt the already produced Inſtan- 
es, ( as fome have done upon the like occaſion ) That all theſe 
are- Examples only of Biſhops and other publick Miniſters. of the 
Chriſtian Church'; ' upon whom (they are ready to grant.) there 
does lie fome Obligation, in point of Credit as well as Intereſt, 

_ to chuſe to ſuffer rather than deny or diflemble their Belief = 

And to- this purpoſe, the zealous Diſciples. even of that grand 
Atheiſtical Patron, whom I had occafion not long ago-to. men: 

tion,” have thought fit 'to treaſure up this in. Prince among therelt 

of his (ſuppoſed) witty poſthumous Sayings, wiz,. That none ought 

fo quftly ro Die for their Religion, as they that Live by it, , Whereas, 

may they ſay, there is-nort the fame Reaſon, that private Chri- 

Rtians ſhould be thus obliged ;- nor is. ic eafy, perhaps, amongſt 

them, 'to produce the: like Examples. Now to. -obviate this Ob- 

jeRion, as well as. ih regard of the great natural Uſefulneſs of 

fuch' Precedents,. to promote it: others the like .Zeal- and Con- 

ftancy, I ſhall think it worth the while, . to give you ſtill fome 

farther Variety of the- ike Behaviour in all Sorts and Degrees 

5ſt. Mart, Of other Chriſtian. Profeſſors. . Concerning whom in genera), Fufin 
| inDial-cum Martyr, gives us this ample Teſtimony , . That they can never 
Tryph.. endure ſo much' as to ſeem to. Worſhip an Iol; avs mozy dixiar x 
Jud. Trnoelar wingts: #5re SurdTe Uroplwoun Trl Tr wire fiSwnonarghon , 
vin iufuridura gayuv, but- Jafer all kind of Torments and Puniſh- 

ments even to the wery laſt efforts of Death, rather than either 

Warſhip Idols, or cat. of any thing Offered thereto. And till. in his 

ſecond- Apology to the Chriſtians, he thus deſcribes the Chri- 

ſtians- of - his Time ;. We who formerly. before our. Converſion, uſed 

te employ our: ſelves in Batchering one another, do now not only not 

rei our Enemies, but, rather than tell a Lye, or deceive. even 
thoſe who mform againſs me, nr; confeſs Chriſt, to the loſs of 
our. very Lives: Whereas, (would our Conſciences permit) we 

is a3? gh, (as well as you Heathen are. wont todo.) make- uſe of, and 
np wi 46 5 bebave- our - ſelves according to your uſual Proverb; Swear. with. our 
NH oelas «&r- Tongues, remaining. ſtill unſworn in your Minds. | 
#407. - | ; | 
But defcending- now: to- particulars.,. with whom can Ibec- 
ter begin, or more agrecably place in- the fore. Front, than. 
that noble and-couragiouz Soldier Valentinian the Elder ? Afterwards 
Emperour- of - Rome; bat at that time. an. Officer only in 
the Army of the Emperour alia», who was ſo far from do- 
ns | ing 


( 43 ) 
ing, or ſuffering any . thing which might give any juſt occa-- 
fion of 'his being thonght_ to comply., with. the Heatheniſh Su- 
| rncqgger that he boldly ſtruck the e£4di/e, who had ſprinkled 
im with luſtral Water among the reſt, according to the Pa- 
gans Cuſtome, and cut out that -part of his Garment, even in 
the. ſight ' of Julian the Apoſtate, 


After him. ſhall follow, (tho! in time he went before him ). 
another Chriſtian Soldier, called Gordius,” of the City of -Ce/a- 
rea, and no leſs magnanimous. Whofe Perſecutors ( as St. Ba- 


Baſil Hom. 


fl gives us the Hiſtory ) after they could by no other means ; ware. 


turn him aſide from the Faith, fet upon him at laſt with. 
ſome. plauſible Arguments, perſuading him that he ſhould, ifhe 
had flill a mind, retain Chrift in his Heart only, and with his 
Mouth deny him : . For God (ſay the). does not look upon. Words, 
' bat upon the Mind it ſelf of the Speaker ; This is the only way to 

a os the angry Judge, and to keep God himſelf propitious too. 

t he remaining firm and immovable, anſwered them after 
this manner; I can by no means yield, to kt that: Tongue, the be- 
nefit of which is wholly owing to Chriſts Favour, [0 engl? deny 


its Author, For with" the Heart we believe unto Righteouſneſs, and. 


with the Mouth we make Confeſſions unto Salvation. Do. not err, 
God cannot be mocked Out of our own Mouthes he Fudges, and from 


our Words be will either Save or Dann us. Did you never hear of 


that dreadful Sentence of our great Lord# viz. He that denieth me 
before Men, bim will IT alſo deny before my Father. which is in 
Heaven, 8c. You Counſel me, that-1 ould at. preſent diſſemble the 
Knowledge which 1 bave of God. IWWherefore, I pray? Is it that I 
may prolong this Life, add to my Days, and while off the bitterneſs 
of Death? But ſhall Ithen be contented _ to looſe the Eternal Tears of 
the heavenly Life ? Shall 1; to avoids little preſent pain, forego for- 
_ever that future Crown of Righteouſneſs and exceeding weight of 
Glory? Thus deliberately to chooſe to damn. my ſelf, and by ſuch 
ſhameful Deceit and Fraud to. purchiſe :to. my ſelf the Eternal Tor- 
ments of Hell , can be no- other thas down right Madneſi, Let me 
therefore rather give you this Advice; That if hitherto you bave 
been miſtaken, you would now: at length learn Truth and Wif- 
dom ; but if you. diſſemble your. Faith, and. ſerve the preſent time , 
1 earneſtly exhort and "intreat . you, that: laying aſide Lying, you woul 4 
boldly ſpeak. the Truth: For every Tongue us to confeſs the Glory , of. 
Chriſt, as well. as. every Knee ta bow. at his Nam. 


After theſe' two great Leaders,. Iam {till enabled to preſent 


to your view, all at once, a. whole little Army 'of the fame.: 
Proteſſion, wbo alſo ſhewed.. themſelves to be. no befs Go | 
| a ' 


a® 


us. - ,» | | 

Fartbfll Soldiers: - Pho": the, Story ' be” ſomewhat "Tarps,. yer?'F 
ſhall give Salk 5n full,” with Af is marerial AT ror CONfifers 
able Circuttifftafices, becauſe the fame wilt help \,us\fo much" the 
better 'to inderſtand both the great Sabtilery of the Hearhen''to 
enſnare,, and what was the chief thing they. drove .at, 'and how 
extreamly careful likewiſe the then Chriſtians were," to avoid-giving 
any juſt occaſion of Scandal,. and to abſtain from all Appear- 
ance of Evil, eſpecially th fiich, tender Caſts. Now Fulkn the 
Apoſtate- being fly” Cekfied, by many friitlefs Attemprs* of 
that kind, . ahd Experiments fo often in vain repeated, that no- 
'thing was to be done 'orn the Chriftians, no * prevailing , upon 
them to, comply with his Purpoſe, by 'the more common and 
.open ways 'of ' down right Force'or Threatnings, thought'fic ar lift 
co betake himſelf 'ro the'courſes of Fraud and Subtilecy,” rs crap 
them,'| (if poſſible 'as it: were by ,wiy, of Ambuſh'or Surprize, 
and to overcome them 'by cunning Artifices and Contrivances. 
And accordingly, altering the Standards 'or Enſigns of the Em- 
perour, which were before in uſe, cauſed'ro be expreffed there- 
on, together wich his own, [the Images of, the Pagan Gods; 
fo 'thar-when this Chtiſtian 'Subjetts (came to *ſignifie "their Re- 
vetence thereto, { as' *twas both uſual, and 'generally. concluded 
Innocent , © for them "that" way to ſhew their 'reſþet to'.the 
Emperour ) they might be' at the- ſame time forced Tgno- 
rantly, of indeliherately to Worſhip , - or at leaſt ſeem ro Wor- 
ſhip the” Pagan Tdols atfo; oc elle bz puniſhed as Traitors 
and Contetnners "of "him. "for 'their Reftifal, Which yet very 
, many *( as ſoor- ' as they 'Yitcovered the Cheat?) chofe.'to do,, 
and 'generoufly ſuffered for ir accordingly.'* Again, when the 
ſet time came, . that the Emperour” ſhould! according to Cuft- 
-oms, give Rewards to, the Soldiers, this ſabtile Apoſtate, con- 
ſitering how . Tynorarit and imple a fort 'of Men ' Seuldiers gge- 
necally were,” and by 'thair 'covetons Temper, how eaſily over- 
coine\ 'with' Money; before | 'hand *inftruRted thoſe whom 'he 
employed to diſpenſe his*Gifts , *thit, "having *borh' Fire ant 
Frankincenſe in a readineſs, they fhould command every one , 
as he came to receive his Donative, to caſt in a peice of 'Pran- 
. Kincenſe, as if this had' been fortmetly fo 'ordered among' all the 
Romans of 'o1d, But evth iipotr this\alfo* many thewed 'a won- 
gerfil Magrimmimity, Utittefly "refitfing both to offer, and 'to re: 
ceive” thy gift from Him. Orhers?, ruſting 'to [the Preterices 
and colour of an old Taw or Cnftom, uid” not in the 'Teaft 
think themſelves to have committed any Sin at all. While ſome 
again ; "taken 'with that bait'of* the ſomavr Gun , or atto- 


nifhed theongh Fear of the efftiing Punifment, *refifed nor.even 
preat a "Crinte: * Bur 


knowtng'y, to defi'& chemielves' with'® p 
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fhon afterwards, when , ſeveral: of /all theſe ſorts: come Familiar- 
ly to converſe-itagether,.. and. fome in drinking to each other, hap- 
pened to name the name of Clift, one of the Company interrupred 
them ſaying, That it ſeemed wery ſtrange, that they ſhould 
now invocate” Chriſt, whom they had ſo lately dented , when e- 
 ceitying the Emperour's Donative, they had caſt Franckinſenſe imo the 

Fire. Upon. this, many. of. thoſe that bad ignorantly offended 
taking the.. Alarm,': and comming to- underſtand what. they. had 
done ;. haſtily departed together; and. running } up and | down 
the: Street, with) Tears and Outeries, openly: . called: God and 
Man to Witneſs, that they are Chriſtians, and ſtill continue 
in the Faith; that out-of mere Ignorance of what was done, ' 
their Hands alone , | | whilſt their Mind - abhorred it, were pol- 
luted- with; the: Pagan . Superſtition: --Bur* when! they came 
at laſt; to the Emperour himſelf, throwing down the Gold 
he had' given- them ,'' at his Feet, 'with conſtant courageous 
Minds, they 'entreat of him ,- That they may now receive their 
own. proper - Gift ' belonging to them, that is, that they may ſuf- 
fer Death : For it was a Matter of which they ſhould never 7e- 
pent, if for the Crime they: bad: ſo. inconfiderately. committed with the Hand 
they ſhould now he” puniſhed -in'. their whole Body for.\ Chriſts ſake 
Burt Fulian, tho' | extremely. troulbled at this, yet :envying 
them the Honour of Martyrdom , would not put them to: Death 
but. Baniſhing chem his Court, ſtruck them alſo out. of the Lili 
of Soldiers. | | 


Nor were Chriſtian Soldiers - the only Perſons endued wich 
ſuch Chriſtian Courage and Simplicity : The primitive times 
_ afforded many . thouſands of all. other ſorts, who willingly: of- 
fered/ up their Lives A -Sacrifice, and committed their Bodies 
to the Sword, . to Racks, ro: Lions, to the Flames, rather than 
once. icaſt .one: Grain of Friankincenſe into the Fire of thoſe 
Altars. +:Among: whom, [though doubtleſs, very great» is the 
number of the:. wholly. unrecorded, | and ſuch of whom there, js- 
now left no. mention. or Memory. unto Poſterity. ;- yet, I'fear, 
you would | be apt to think it: ſomething like a little fort of 
Martyrdom, . were you obliged only:to hear,: or barely to Tread 
over all'/the Relations of this kind that- are ſtill extant. Where 
we: ſhall: find all;fincere Chriſtians, '.at-all crimes: ready. to under- 
go any kind: of: Death or. Torment, . rather. than to offer: to. 
deny Chriſt 'themfelves,/ or fo- much as ſubſticare- or tuffer any 
Other to do either of then for theſe ; - rather than purchaſe a 
a falſe. Certificate of the Judge — their having done 
this; nay, where any falſe Report was raiſed to that purpoſe, 


rather than . not openly deny and contradi the ſame.z in a _s 
| rather 
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rather than to ſay or do, or be fo ſilent, 'nsmight' give any ju ſt 
occaſion of their _— or -being thought ro have complied 
wich ſuch” Sinful and Idolacrous Worſhip. 


Very remarkable - to this | purpoſe is what St. Baſ/ relates, 

Baſil.Orat. concerning one Berlaham, a very- mean and illiterats Man, but 
in Bar/a. yet moſt cruiy noble 'and admirable for his Chriſtian Courage, 
whom-afeer':the Heathen 'Perfecntors had firſt 'long and diverſe 
ways'( but in vain) 'Toermented;, for refuſing to Sacribce ; 

they at laſt endeavoured to. circumvent | him by this cunning 
Stratagem. "Firſt they compel him to ftrecch out his righe 

Hand, with the Palm upwards, ' over the Fire of their Altar, 

and then of a fuddain poured into his Hand a quanticy of 
flaming 'Frankincenſe', expe&ting that. the extreme pain-/ would 
naturally make him: ſhake: his Hand, 'to+ be rid of it, and . with 

the: ſame motion: alſo ſhake ſome 'of 'the :Franckincenſe - into 
'the- Fire, and ſo look to thoſe who ſtood at a diſtance, as if 

-he had voluntarily comply'd with them, in the uſe of that 
-common Ceremony, by which they: were: accuſtomed to 'Wor- 

ſhip their Idols. + But this. Chriſtian Autws:did not "ſtir nor 

flinch one Jot'; but, as if his Arm had- been made of Brafs, 

and equally void both of Senſe and Motion , he ſuffered the 
flaming Matter to eat into his Hand , till it quite burnt out 

of it 1elf, rather than by the leaſt Motion ſpilling any -par- 

ticle on the Altar, he ſhould ſo be forced, but to frem 
therein to comply with them in the Idolatrous Ceremo- 

Baron An. + And' here now, leaſt any one in this caſe, ſhould ground- 
w. 3. p-54-leſly attribute, more than is convenient either to the. particu- 
lar Temper of the-Man, or to the advantage of his. Sex, I 

thall add hereto. one parallel Inftance, even. of a 'Woman , 

-who upen the ſame occaſion ,, 'and under: the fame + bo 

ſhewed her ſelf no leſs Triumphant.” For Cyrilia, who fu ed 
at -Cyrene 'in Egypt, i certainly -worthy. of | eternal; Memory. 

Who, under the Perſecution of Maximinws, | having had hor 
burning - Coals mixed with Franckincenſe, placed - upon her 

Hand , moſt ſteadfaſtly held chem there in like -manner: for 

a long time: together ; leaſt, by: the lighteſt Motion ſhaking 

down any :thereof , -- ſhe. + might ſeem te have: offered-to the 

Idol. ' And ſfo-the was. aftewards cruelly 'torn ip Peices:} 
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_ © after"theſe Examples now, what ſhall we ſay or think of th6fe 
Men, who, more delighting themſelves in the newer name of Procc- 
farts, than'in that of Chriſtians, do alſo, vpon the like vecaſions, 
allow themſelves the Liberty of a new, ' and indeed quite contrary 
behaviour 'to all theſe venerable Precedents ? I ſpeak 'of thoſe Per- 
ſons among us, who, travelling into foraign Countries out of no 
abſolute Neceſlity neither, but only to encreaſe their Wealth, or, 
perhaps, merely for their Pleaſure and Recreation 3 yet when they 
are once there, rather than incur any confiderable danger, which 
their own folly too krit brought them ro encounter with z it may be, 
rather than ſuffer a ſmall Aﬀront; Nay, ſometimes, rather than not 
ſatisfy thcar vain Curiofity; can afford to cringe,and bow,and kifs,or do 
any thing elſe with the outward Man, that they know will be thought 
a Complyance ; nay, on ſet purpoſe, that they may-ſeem and be 
thought attually to comply with ſich PraCtices, as they are fully 
perſwaded at the ſame time to be finful, and even Idolatrons, and ot 

which they pretend to have really an utter abhorrence in their Hearts. 
But fome mens zew Light, and new Faith too, quite void of old 
Patience, and far more truly called Preſumption, may ( it's likely 
enough) 'enbolden them to endeavour to juſtify themſelves, by con- 
demning all theſe unfaſhionable Examples, as the raſh and indiſcreet 
Aftions of -private perſons, who had more Zeal than Knowledge, 
- and went, upon their own heads, much farther than they were any 
way really obliged to. Whereas (may they objet) did your Biſhops 
and publick Governours of the Church, who underſtood the Chri- 
ftian Duty, did they require any ſuch ſtriftneſs from all Believers? 
Or did they not rather indeed, in their publick Councils and Canons, 
allow ſome greater Liberties unto common Chriſtians? Which brings 
me to 2 third Conſideration, -viz. D | ; on 
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"How generally condemned they -are by the publick Canons, ana 
what ſevere Cenſures the Primitive Church paſſed and inflitted 
upon Time-ſervers-and Diſſemblers of their Faith. 


—_—_——— _—_ 


T7 Here we Tnzy obſerve, that tho' it tvas the! main Care and 
Study of thoſe antient Worthies, how they might belt per- 
feft and keen - up an exadt Diſcipline in the Church, without 
. which (as they wiſely conſidered) it had been wholly impoili- 
Þle that Chriſtianity ſhould have long ſubſiſted under the then Cir- 
-cuinſtances; yet we'ſhal likewiſe find, that they very well knew 
-3}fo. how'to teryper their Severities with Mil0nefs, granting all rea- 
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ſopable: and: convenient Liberties, and ſometimes abating of ſome. 
Rigors upon a juſt Occaſion, and ſhortening the. allotted time. of Pu-. 
rilhments, as they judged it moſt conducive to the good of the Pe- 
nitents themſelyes, or neceſſary (according to different circumſtan-.. 
ces). towards the Advantage and Edification of . the Church in gene-.. 
ral. * | 
 Toflie iv the time of: Perſecution, (as well it might, our Saviour 
himſelf adviſing thereto) was a Liberty allowed by all Univerſally, _ 
Tertullian only excepted, wha,.after carried away with the Error of.. 
'the Montaniſts, rigidly deny'd. the Lawfulneſs thereof : But. was ut--. 
terly condemned for his ſo. doing, . by. all others of. the Orthodox - 
Church in. general: . Who alſo, when they ſaw it moſt expedient... * 
(like St. Cyprian, for a while) freely made uſe of that: Liberty, no 
' leſs to the commendation of their own Prudence, . than to the. benefit 
and advantage of. the Chriſtian Commonwealth-. Nor. did thoſe. ho- - 
ly and Wiſe conduQors require, that any ſhould, when uncalled up- 
on, needleſly, and of their own accord offer theinſelves up as Chri- 
ſtians to the Pagan Magiſtrates, but. rather diſcouraged and forbad - 
Te this praftice, as arguing a zeal:too Intemperate, and favouring of 
#2 Raſhneſs and Prefumption., To which PIPAESt * Cypries expreſ: : 
;/?, 82. 1y:thus advifeth :.. Ler none of you neceſſarily. ana of bis own accord pre- 
Fe himſelf to the Gentiles : But being-apprehended and delivered * ro: 
them, he.onght then couragiouſly to ſpeak, what the Lord ſhall in that bour 
direkt him_to;, Qui nos confiteri_magis voluit, quam profiteri, Who would - 
have us 20 confeſs only, rather than. ſo profeſs. - Re Babes 
They in like manner generally conclud:d_ it..not unlawful, that - 
a Chriſtian Man, ( making, uſe of. the: .Covetouſneſs of his Judge, 
to defeat his Cruelty). ſhonld purchaſe his ſafety by a Summ of. Mo- 
ney, provided it.was merely ſo-obtained, without his otherwiſe. ſay- .. 
ing or. doing any ns diſhonourable to or inconſiſtent with his Pro- 
feſlion..  Tho' indeed the Council of Eliberzs ..( the moſt. ſeyere of - 
any )- did paſs ſome Cenſure even upon ſuch Perſons. | 
But then as to the Cafe of thaſe: commonly called by. the Antients-- 
Libellatici, who, tho' they had.neither deny'd nor ſacrificed, yet-pur- . 
chaſed of the Magiſtrate a falſe Certificate concerning their having - 
done either of. theſe, and kept and produced the ſame for their ſe- . 
6 Cypri- curity upon occaſion, all. the Primitive Biſhops no.leſs than *-$t. Cy- ... 
an ib. de prjan, are.juſtly moſt ſevere in their Condemnation=)14 i 
Lepfs.,_ The puniſhment they allotted to Idolaters, or thoſe who deny'd the . 
Faith, was. to..be caſt, out from. the Communian. of -the.Church;; to -.. 
beforbigden the Aſlemblics of. the Faithful ;.-To'be obliged-to extga- 
ordinary Faſftingsz. To proſtrate themſelves at. the feet of thoſe. who - 
went in at.the Church Porch ; .To acknowledge themſelves.caft out - 
as Salt that. had loſt its Savour.; To beg their. Prayers-with. Fears, and . 
Lamentationz, and to-exexciſc” many other. Atsof.Humility,and:Mor-- . 
tilication, for ſeveral years together, more or leſs,. according aa M 
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'- ferent Times and Places, as well as the different manners and circim- 
 Nancegof their Offending. In the Romar and African Churches there 
_ was a time when they never admitted then1 to Peace, who, after Bap- 
' tiſm, had once lapſed into 1dolatry: And when afterwards they did 
-- conſent to ſome Relaxion, yet even then they were never reconciled 
to the Church, till either they tay upon their Death-beds, or had 
ſuffered a very long and rigorous Penance. Nor did they ever think fit 
to impoſe this courſe of Repentance any more than once; For who- 
ſoever relapſed a ſecond time, could never be re-admitted to Church 
Communion, but was to expect his pardon from God alone: 
The ©Council of Eliberis or Elvira forbids Chriſtians, not only to- , 
ts | s . . n 59. C1 
aſcend the Capital, in order to Sacrifice thereon, but even at a di- non. Concit. 
: ſtance, ſo much as to behold that Pagan Worſhip, infliting no leſs Z1is. apud 
> than ten years Penance upon ſuch Offenders. mOTEG Du Pin. v. 
The ſeventh Canon of the Councils of -4yra and Neoceſarea ime 1+ Þ+ 244: 
poſed two years Penance vpon thoſe, who were preſent at the Feaſts, 
- made in Honour of theTdols, tho? they carried their own Meat thi- 
- ther, not- eating of any thing thathad been ſo offered. 
In the year 306, Peter the renowned Martyr and Biſhop of | Alexan- 
- dria, together with the reſt of. the Biſhops of the Eaff, made ſeveral 
- Canons, adjuſting the Puniſiments'of thoſe, "who had lapſed in the 
' time of Perſecution : _ Some of which more immediately relating .to 
- my preſent purpoſe, T ſhall think it very well worth my while to ſet 
- down -hereat large, as 1 find them recorded in the Annals of 4 Baro- ,. 
- vis. And this the rather, . becauſe, both in regard of the great Va- — _ 
riety of Caſes with which we are thereby acquainted, as well as in re- 2 Pp. 792. 
ſped of their ſingular Wiſdom, thorrowly conſidering the differences - 
'of caſes, and Allotting accordingly different Penalties, by a moſt juſt 
Severity, tempered with due Moderation, they ſeem. to be as remarka- 
ble as any thing of this-kind that is- tobe found in all the Treaſures 
' of Antiquity. | : | | 
As for thoſe ( ſaith he) who counterfeited and diſſembled ( like David, 
- © who to ſave huLife, feigned himſelf frantick, when he was far from being ſo) 
..and did not down-right ſubſcribe to the denial of Chriſt ; but being in great 
- ſtraits, and endued with weaker Underſtandings, were, like fooliſh Chil- 
dren, deceived into the Snares of the Enemy ; as more particularly, thoſe 
Perſons who wy pretended that they had offered unto_ Idols, or that they 
_-had approached their Altars, or given up their names,-or elſe had ſent Pa- 
gans to offer 1 their ſtead; becauſe, with rhe greateſt Caution, they avoid- 
- ed either with their own hands to” carry the fire, or to. perfume. with Incenſe 
* choje impure Demons, as well as, becauſe it-15 not certain, whether or no they 
. - might n0t do, even what they did, out of mere Ignorance ;, Let it-be ſufficient 
* - 40 smpoſe upon ſuch only, ſix Months Penance of Converſion, 7 
FY hens, the *6th Canon, as.to 'the Cauſe of thoſe, who, { as be ob- 
ſerves had ſent their Slaves, tho' Chriſtians alſo, toTitet for them, or 
_ any thing of the like natvre that was required ; He makes this diffc- 
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rence im the. Puniſhment to be inflicted on. theſe different Perſons, via 
Let. the Servants, who, as being in ſubjection, and in 8 ſort una the Ci 
itedy and Autbority of their Maſters, and perhaps terrify 4 by their Threat 
nings, might be forced through the dread of them ſo totranſzreſz. Let them, 
continue in the Works of , Penance for one. year. only ; from henceforth learn- - 
ing as the Ser.vants of Chrift.to do his Will, and ta. fear h;m above All, being, 
ajjured that whatſoever good any one does, that ſhall he recqvue at his hands, 
whether he be Bond or Free. But then as for the Maſters, who were free 
arid at their own diſpoſal, let them undergo ſevere Penance, far na lefs than 
three years together ; as well, becauſe rhey groſly diſſembled themſelues, as be- 
eauſe they (im a manner )) compelled their Servants þ to tranſgrep. 

The {aiye Peter of Alexandria does there perieQly acquit thoſe (as. . 
well he might) into whoſe. mouths meats ſacrificed, to Idols, were for- 
cibly thruſt, as thoſe alſo who. were ſerved, as io the former cafe of 
Barabamn, tho' they.might not bear the Tryal in all Circunſtances wittr 
the ſame Courage, _. Edt CE 

But beſides this uſual one of Excommunication, and the reſt be- 
forementioned, the . Antients alſo invented, and frequently impoſed 
upon ſuch Delinquents anotber. very adequate and ingenious Puniſh- 
ment ; which too, in my Opinion, was not leſs ſevere in its kind, 
than any of the former, - tho' perhaps leſs taken notice.of., under that, 
Notion., _ For "twas a common thing with. the Primitive Biſhops, to . 
__ thoſe who had_Japſed,. by either denying or diſſembling the 
Faith, before they could - be reconciled to the Church, to make fre- 
quent Viſits to the Confeſſors that were detained in Priſon, and there; 
in_the moſt humble manner, to beg their Pardon, againſt whom they 
had ſo notorjoully' offended, -in ſhamefully denying what the other had 
{o. couragiouſly confeſſed ;_ and tp intreat them likewiſe to interceed for 
them. "Which certainly (if well conſidered)' muſt needs be no ſmall 
ſort of Morrtification, for thoſe, who had cloathed themſelves with 
Shame, and were all over polluted with the deformiries-of ſo ignomi= 
nious a Denia}, ſq much, as. even to behold the. dazling Countenances 
of them, who ſhined out fo bright in.the full Luſtre of a_moſt glorious 
Confeſſion,. And how. much more confounded then muſt we needs 
ſuppoſe them, at the juſt Reproofs which they would hear fromthem > 
What better way could there ever haye been invented, more effte&tu-. 
ally-to Conſult cither the Glory and Dignity of the Confeſfors, or the 
real Benefit and Advantage of_the lapſed ? Who were by this means, 
in-a manner forced, as men overcome, to proſtrate themſelves ar: the 
fect of their Congquerours, . and with the loweſt Humility and*Sub-. 
miſſion of Mind, firſt to qualify themſelves for, and then to procure 
* the Peace of the Church, by the prevaiting Prayers of ſuch powerfu? 
, 1ntereeflors. But-yet that which was firſt. introduced as a very good 
Remedy, was, by humane Perverſtefs and Iniquity, at length converted 

into no ſwall. Diſtemper; * whilſt the lapſed, quite deſpiſing- both . 
the Fihop and. all _his Presbyters, ,of their own_ accord, coor 


- 
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themſelves to the Martyrs, and having firſt extorted from thenr tiich --. 
petitionary Letters concerning Peacey loqked then upon it, as a per- - 
ted Debt, abſolutely owing te the Prayers -bf the Martyrs, and there-- 
upon peremptorily required, rather than requeſted to be received to. - 
the Communion-of the Church. © : 

Conecraing all the particulars of which Abuſes, we may be fully: 
informed, from ſeveral paſſages in the Writings of St. Cyprian; who -- 
alſo dillFently endeavoured _to corrett the ſame. Such now was. the 
prudent Care and Diligence of- Eccleſiaftica} Governnours, in thefirſt -- 
Centuries of Chriſtianity, by all the means imaginable to hinder 
Men-from denying, or diſſembling, or any. ways being aſkamed of the 
Faith. -- | 
- And: indeed- ſomething of the like Care-and-Difcipline- ſti conti= 
nued typon 'occafion, for fome- Ages afterwards. For when Gundebald, 
King of ay; my © had been-convinced by Alcinms Biſhop of YViewa, 
concerfiing the Arian Hereſy, and to acknowledge the true Orthodox 
Faith z but yet, out of fond Shame, joyned with ſome politick ends, 
endeavouring to diſſemble and conceal this-his Converſion, defired 
the good Bifhop- not publickly to anoiat him-with the Chriſm, (tire 
uſual way. then-of admitting Hereticks, when converted, into the 
Boſom-of' the- Church) but'that he would privately, . and in ſecrev, 
perform -this Ceremony -for' him: He had this Anſwer; f you 540 
truly believe what our Lord. hath taught us, then do accordingly. Now be 
ſaith thus ;- 1f- any one Confefs me before Men, &c.; And -again, He 
that denyetW me before Men, &c. In like manner forewarning- h#s holy A- 
poſtles concerning the tryals of the enſuing Perſecutions,' He thus admoniſheth 
them; Beware of Men, for they ſhall deliver you up to the Councils, and 
they mill ſcourge you in. their Synagogues, and. ye ſball be bronght bifore * 
Governours and Kings for my-ſake, and for aT F tank = them and 
the Gentiles. But you ( ſaith he) being a King, and ſo in no danger of 
being brought before- any one, do yet refuſe in-publick. to confeſs the Creator 
of all things, for fear of- the Seaition of your own Subjefts. . But God 
840: be mocked ;, ror does he love him, who for the ſake. of . an Earthly 
Kingdom, refuſeth to. confeſs his Name. But Gunaebald til] continuing 
ir} his Refuſal to make-a publick Confeſſion of his Faith, and defire- Greg. 7::- 
ing to be thought to be of another Belief than he really was in his 792 de geftis-.. + 
Heart, remained juſtly excluded the Communion of the-Orthodox ©" lib. 
Church, even to his-lives enc: - F ET 
- - And now, if after-all this it ſhould- be. ſtill objefted, in : manifeſt 
Contradiftion- to the-known Wiſdom. as - well as Moderation 'of . 
theſe celebrated Guides and Rulers of the Church, that they Tequi- 
red of: Thriſtians more than- was neceſlary,, and were too feyere and 
rigorons-in- their Cenſures;-I ſhall nexr-appeal 'and cite them-to 2 
much higher Tribunal, and ſuch as they muſt needs acknowicdge to 
be wholly: infallible in: all-*it Ceafures. Which brings me-io my 
fourth General cor ſiderationg wz... | © 
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The Miraculous Preſeruation of ſome, 'and Supports of others, 


who were ſincere and conſtant in their Confeſſion, and the no 
ef miraculous and extraordinary Puniſhments divinely in- 
. . fied upon the coutrary Offenders. 


| A ND firſt-then,- tho' the Scripture had not otherwiſe (as it cy 


" tobe caſt intoa hery Furnace, rather than, by bowing down their Bo- 


dies before it, ſeem to Worſhip the Golden Image which Nebxchad- 


_ nezar had ſet mp; yet what better. Argument. could. .we have. of 
- Gods immediate Apprabation of 'that Action; - than. his ſa;;miracu- 


lous: Preſervation of them? . 11: | > 34 * It 
The like Miracle we alſo. find. in - the Epiſtte -of the-Church of 


. Smyrna, concerning Polycarp the Biſhop of that City, who being up- 


on the like account condemned:to -.be burnt to Death; as. ſoon. as 


"the Pile of : Wood was; well kindled,:; the. Flames, roſe ;up;round -a- 


bout- him at: a- diftance, 'in! the manner of a7great: Arch, ;or /like 


- the: Sails of a Ship, when: -filled' with ..the Wind: . Whilſt ' ,he re- 


-mained in the midſt untouched, and without harm. Which being 


taken notice of with Admiration,” and feeing-that it was impoſſible 


.to put an end to his Life by Fire, one.of the Executioners was com- - 


_-manded:to run.him-thorow with a Sword. ; 


Pontianus, who,; for refuſing to Sacrifice, ſuffered at Spoleto under 


- the Emperor Antoninus, after he:had been almolt all other ways, mi- 
- ſerably Tormented, was then thrown to the Lions in the Thea- 
-.tre, who would not. ſo much as once tonch him. After that he was 


thruſt into Priſon, there to be Stary'd to death : But being unexpe- 


..Ctedly fed by the-miniſtry of an. Angel, for ſeveral-days, the Judge 


commanded boyling Lead to be poured all over his:naked Body; and 
fill-when this alſo could not Kill him, they at laſt put an end to his 


: Life, by cutting off his Head. 


« Euſcb. 
. Hiſt.1, $. 
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Euſebins in like manner tells us of a great many Chriſtians ſuffer- 
ing under Diocteſian, in-the City Tyre of Phenicia,. who having, been 
expoſed to Lions,.-Bears, Leopards, and other ravenous, Beaſts, ne- 
ver. received the leaſt harm from-rthem.; tho' when tryed with :atiy 
other Perſons, the beaſts fell greedily to their Work, Which: tho' 
it juſtly cauſed Amazement in all Beholders, yet their cruc}Perſecu- 
tors, not ſuffering them to eſcape ſo, put them Al tothe Sword, and 
then caſt their Bodies into the Sea. | 

"The like to this we alſo read, happening to Elatherius, Cecilia, 
£»ſtratirs, and many others in the ſeveral Martyroligies. who, tho' they 
| -Were 


ſo expresſly commended that of the three Children, - who choſe . 


Wu * 

were all ſuffered to die, at laſt by , one ſort of-death or another; 
that ſo the Rewards of theirConſtancy might. no longer be. defer- 
red,. were yet firſt wonderfully preſerved from ſo many kinds, :that 
it-might th:reby ſufficiently appear, both how able: the ſame Divine 
Power was to have ſtill preſerved them from any violent death at all ; 
and how miracuouſly Heaven own: their Cauſe, and-ſo, how altoge- 
ther inexcuſable was the-:Obſtinacy af thoſe , who would. not. be- 
convinced thereby. | FREE | 
- But ſtill moſt Remarkable. is that- of: ate Theodore, who under- - - 
went all ſorts of Torments-for half a day together, with ſuch ſtrange 
Chearfulneſs and-' Alacrity, that Se!uſ# the Prefett, to whom Julian: 
the Apoſtate had given that unacceptable Employment, being per- 
fectly amazed thereat, and utterly deſpairing of Succeſs, remanded 
the Man to Priſon ;. and, going to the Emperour, honeſtly adviſed 
him to leave off:ſuch Crueltiesz- ſince otherwiſe he would only pro- 
cure ſtill-greater Honour to-the Chriſtians, and to himſelf nothing at 
all but. Diſgrace and- Shame thereby. . Afterwards this Fheodore was 
ſet free, and. went to Antioch: When being asked'; 1f- he felt any Ruffin, lib. * 
Pain when inthe burning hot Brazen Inſtrument? He anſwered, That at *- *. 36. -- 
the firſt he did.feel ſame :. But ſoon after one in the Form of- a- young 
Man ſtanding .by-him,, coniagally wiped off his Sweat, and bathed : 
him with cold Water ; with which he was ſo admirably comforted 
and delighted, that after he was-releaſed and ſer down, he could not: - 
chuſe but. be troubled thereat. | : 

We want not alſo very grave Authors, and of; unqueſtionable Cre-- 
dit (one of them too, far enough, from. being any © Ericend to the ,, 
Cauſe) wha tell ns of a great many Perſons WG 3e-AjHA Perſecu- 28, pr... 
tion, who had {till the-Miraculous continuation of the.Gift of Speak- 4, 
ing, even after they had had their Tongues -pluck'd out. 

Now, tho' thus to be preſerved from ſo many Deaths and Inconve- - 
niences, or not to be ſenſfible-of any Pain. at. all under: the hands of. 
ſuch exquiſite Tormenters, is a Thing, aantlung ro conſider of z yet 
for Men ſo to behave themſelves, as all the reſt.,of the Martyrs did, - 

even under the greateſt Senſe of Pain, is to be. laok'd upon ay neither 
muchleſs Admirable, nor-leſs to our. preſent Purpoſe. But yet con- 
cerning that- ſupernatural Courage, with-which they bore their Tor- 
ments, I ſhall not need-to--beſtow. much time ; having - already (tho' 
to a different Purpoſe.) produced ſo many Inſtances of: Extraordinary 
Conſtancy, which may equally ſerve alſo, : as ſo-many_ Arguments of 
an Extraordinary Diyine Support, and conſequently of God's imme- 
diate Approbation.tao,-,of the particular Cauſes for which, and manner - 
after which they. ſuffered,” . The. Conſequence of- hoth which, was in- 
deed. ſo apparent-to thoſe who. ,;mpartially. weighed -the Matter, that - -* 
ſeveral. of the Judges themſelyes, and znany.. of. their very Tormen- 
ters,.. were ſo powerfully conyinc'd:thereby,, as to. become ummediate-. - 
1y:Cenfeſſars and Martyrs their.omnſelves... 1. + A 
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"+Hitwiving all theſe Exatples, both as- already ſufficiently -well 
:-=xnown'to moſt; 29d a5 too numerons to be here particularly relate, 
7 ſhall ar prefent content my felf with one Example onely, of alit- 
-tle different kind, which may well ſerve. for all the reſt ; fince it is 
« ſuch as, ithink, nothing in all Hiftory can go beyond it. It happen'd 
in the Perſecation'in «/£pypr, carried on by the Emperonr AMaxim- 
©n45; and way'there allo preſented to the World in -the Perſon of a 
-yqung and tender Virgin, the Beautiful and Virtuons Foramenia ;' who, 
eſcaping the donble Trap ſidforfher, bythe Complotment of heriuſt- 
-- ful Maſter and the w«Ked Judge, Nobly ſcorn'd to fave her Life, as She 
--was offered, by denying Chriſt either with her Mouth, or by the fu- 
- ture unſuitable 111 ' Life ſhe 'was: tempted” to. ''Whereupon ſhe wa 
preſently condemn'd tobe put ſtark naked into a great Brafs Veſſel 
--full of boiling hot ' Pitch, there ' ready* prepared for that purpoſe. 
--But the heavenly Creature, hearing this Sentence; 'Thus apply'd her- 
ſelf to the Judge ; ** Since © you -are reſolved (aid ſhe ) That 1 ſhall 
die this ſort of Death, Let me entreat, nay, let me Conjure you by the very 
. Head of your Emperour, which to you (1 perceivt) ts of all Things nioft 
acar and-ſacred, in would uot make an End of me preſently, nor all 


fo "you may plainly, 20th 


7s eive and know,” what Torments, and how pletely 
-r00, that God w 


I regs and you know'nor, 'both can,” and will en= 
6 


- Zaufige, eaſily granted, and punttually performed, he bare that unſpeakable 
-. <.1-. "Torture for a whole Hoyr together, with unparallel'd Courage, till 


| Herein that meets be the Finger or rather indeed 
'--But I'pr to'the'miracutons Puliſhinents diyir 


'; 


| if rhe firſt remarkable Jidgment"inflifted m* the very Jnſanc.6f the 


v faulty and 
's Pere ih 
#4 af - 


(55) by 

an evil Matter, where to deſire to feem, as well as ro be, has in. it ſeif 

alſo a diſtinCt Faultineſs? -- For: tho' Piety. may, .yet .Wickedneſls can- 

not be wholly counterfeited. - Here, only. to deſire. 0. ſeem, is alſo 6 

be in ſome proportion.  Whoſoever can once find in his heart to 

court it, muſt alſo at the ſame time, well deſerve the Reputation of it : 
For to endeavour to be-thought bad, is aQtually to become ſo in a great 

meaſure ; ſince 'tis always evil, not ..to.avoid ({@s much as poſhble J 

the very Appearance of. Evil. .:.. Ss 3 bis ates 

. But we want .not Variety of \mare direct, Examples in the Writings 

of the. Primitive Fathers. Zertzlian acquaints.us with a Woman, who, 7:11. 175. 

io far only complying with the Pagan Idolatries, as to-go to their de ſpe: 
publick Theatre, returned thence poſſeſs'd with an unclean Spirit'; 

who, being, in; Exorciim,. expoſtulated with, how he durit ſer. upon - 
oneof..the Faithful? Boldly. reply'd, that, he. did no more therein, 
than, what of Right belong'd ta;him ;. ſince he found her within bis 

own Territories. TEE fan aol ? | 

St, Cyprian likewiſe, ſpeaking of the Wonderful Prodigies happning 

to thoſe, who in the time of Perſecution, had:prevaricated from their 
Profeſſion, relates ſeveral yery memorable. Stories; which I ſhall give you <=: _ 
( as.near. av I can), in his own Words. , If; ( faith he). ſome unbelieve- _—= 
ing People' give leſs Credit to what is ſtill to"come, let them be terrified, at -n «de Laps 
leaſt, with what has aczually for the preſent happened. _Behoid, . how many © 
remarkable Puniſhments of thoſe who have deny dy. have we our ſelves ſee , 
with our eyes? How many of their unhappy Ends do we ſtill lament ? Even 
here they cannot go wholly without Puniſhment,  tho' the. Day of Puniſhment 
be not_ yet come. ©. But ti the mean time ſome are chaſtiſed,. that others may 
be thereby amended ;,, For the Examples belong to all, whilſt the Torments to 

a few only, Oneof thoſe, who'of their own accord went up tothe Capitol to 

deny the Faith, - after he had done ſo, was preſently ſtruck, dumb. The Pu- 
niſpment began from that part, from whence the Crime began ; ſo. that 'h: 
mas wholly unable 10 ak, Pardon, who now wanted the uſe of Speech, where- 

y.z0 [ue.. for Mercy... - Another of the Female Sex, being then in the Bath 
1 for rhis was ſtill wanting to her former Crimes, that: ſhe ſhould preſently 

betake her ſelf -t0 the Bath, who had ſo lately forfeited the Grace of that 

Viial Laver of Baptiſen.) There the unclean Creature, forthwith poſſeſi'd 

With an unclean Spirit, fell down to the ground ;, with her Teeth, tore her own 

Tangue, with which ſhe had jo wickedly either fed, or ſpoken ;, Aſter the Idola- 

trons Food. had ence been taken in, the Fury of her Mouth mas armed to its 

op? DeſtruFtion :,_ She btcame herown Executioner,; .nor could fhe ſurvive 
\ long afterwards z but, grievouſly tormented with intolerable Pains .in her 


Bans, breath @okr her laſt. © X 
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ny daily, 'neglefling to do Penance for their Denial, or to confeſs the Guilt 
of their Crime, are fit d with fuch thelgan Spirits ? ' How 'mai "aiftrrb- 
edin Mind, even to downright Diſt ration, are - per feitly overwhthn'd with 
the Rage of their own Madneſs ?- Nor need tbe deſcend to the-ſcveral Ca- 
taſtrophes of. every one in particular \, ſince by the manifold Rizines of the, 
World, the panſbmems of ond cart -Offences are 10. leſs various, than- 
the Miultitnde of the Offenders themſelves 35 numerous. | 4 
To this of St. Cyprian, we may alſo add, that of Theodores, who in- 
forms us, 'That Julian, the Uncle of Jujan the Emperour, having, 
( to gain favour with. that-Apoſtate )- deny'd the Chriſtian Faith, ſoon: 
after fell into a ſtrange Diſeaſe, which ſo cat up his very-Bowels with 
Fhbe04.1,2. putrefaftion, that. he could no more void his Excrements, according 
<ap.11.12«.t0 the uſual courfe of. Natnre,.. but only through that fm per$orr ot 
with which' he had deny'd his Saviour +: Evyen-tim(clf' being ſaffitient- 
ly. convinced before he died; that this was the. immediite Hand of 
God upon him, for his Apoſtacy and Perſecutions, *- 
Nizeph.l. . Nicephorus likewiſe tells us. of one; Heron a Biſhop, wito,. having 
'8.4: 29: been guilty.of. the ſame Crime, fuffer'd - the' fame divine Puniſhment, 
| which made him ſo-odious and intolzyable a .Speftacle,” that he” was 
caſt out of daors into the High-way;. where. he.ended'Hjs Days; of alt 


Men .unpitied. ' pa Pe 3 dry dn S 
The Thane Author alſo fpeaks of: one Theoreomns, | who, after, his 'A- 
poſtacy, had all his Fleſh turn'd into Corruption and Wortns, by the- 
continual: Bitings of which, he firft Joſt his'Eyes,. and then through 
Extremity of Pain and  Anguilh, growing perfe&tly diftratted, .'bit off. 
and" devonr't his own Tongue, and ſo-ended his, preſent}: to go ſtill 
In:ſhort ; How- extreamly ſhameful 'is the' Sin, and* how. Infinitly. 
great- the danger of ſuch Denials or: even: Diſſimulations in the- 
Caſe of our Religion,. may no leſs ſufficiently. appear from thoſe 
miraculons 'means which God- ſometimes: makes. uſe of, in. order- 
2 Ex 7-to-: recall and reeſtabliſh ſuch. Offenders. . One very remarkable 
P17: Inſtance of which kind: we have in Ayollonixe, -a; Certain'Reader in the 
Sr. Sur. 79. Church at Thebas ;' who, terrify'd. by. the. proſpect of enſuing Tor=. 
6, poſt 4-: ments, and yet deſiring to- avoid: a: formal: down-right Denial con- 
ta Thyrfi- txived to bribe one Philemon a Pagan: friend, by the gift of four 
© ſciaun Pieces of Gold; that, changing. his Habit, a counterfeit the- 
Yor. wot. 3. Perfon of Apollonins, and 1o, among. others, Offer Sactifice hefore. 
2.54, the Magiſtrate. But'this Heathen, being of: a. ſudden divinely en- 
* lightened in his Mind, and warmed.by. the Example.'of the' Mar--* 
| tyrs, inſtead 'of ating the Perſon of. another. Man, . repreſented. his. 
2Wn in- good. Earneſt ;- and-- having openly. profefted- his belief in- 
Chriſt, and- being exquilitly- Tormented-for fo. doing, ſtrt again - 
— conſtantly perſiſted in- affirming; the” ſame'thing,” till. he 
WAsS.2 iy 


laſt. bogoured with. tht Glorious Crown. of = ByY- 


whoſe. © 
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whoſe unexpected Example alſo Apolforizs, being much Encoura- 
ged and even aſhamed out of his former.Cowardice, afterwards with a 
Conſtant Mind undetwent the. ſame Cambate: 
Nay, Providence has been ſometimes pleaſed to dectare the :f1- 
ture. Rewards of Martyrs, and the Puniſhment of Deſertors even 
by a Viſion from Heaven fo. manifeſt to their very Tormentors, 
that they have become Confefors thereupon, to which purpoſe in 
one” of * St. Baſils Orations, we have this following 'Relation.”* In 
the leſſer Armenia, under the Perſecution of Licinizs, forty Chri- f 52/1. 6- 
ſtian Soldiers were condemned to die, for their reſolute Confeſſi- wha. 
-on of Chriſt, by being expoſed quite Naked+to the Extremities of 7 
Tigid Cold and Froſt; yet fo as that any of them-might, upon their 
Denial of their Faith, retire into a Warm convenient Place, near 
hand' prepared to receive them, -upon that Condition ofily. After 
they had for ſome time bravely undergone the extreme Severity, one 
of-the Pagan Officers, who was conveniently placed hard: by, 'to ſee 
this Sentence -duely Executed 'upon them, obſerved a Company of 
Angels deſcending, and placing ſeveral Crowns upon the Head of 
each of the. whole Number, one of them onely accepted ; who, 
preſently afterwards being weary of the Tryal and denying Chriſt, 
was ſuffered to Retreat into 'the Warm Receptacle, : but preſently 
-dyed thereupon. The Officer himſelf '*Powerfully convinced by this 
Miraculous Viſion, openly confeſſed himſelf a Chriſtian, and botdly 
itepping into the Place of the Apoſtate, ſupply'd the deficiency of 
the firſt Number, and with the reſt received his Crown of Martyr- 
dom. EfT5TF0 GE ia! ol | | ei LW of | ; | 
Now, tho”: all theſe/Prodigies 'and many. more, which might 
be ſtill produced of the like Nature; have: been, and are ſtill] ſuf- 
ficient, when well conſidered, to convince even 'a/ heathen Obſer- 
yator z yet we, who believe already 'and haye received the Holy 
Scripture for our Rule of Faith, need not wholly depend npon 
ſuch Arguments, as having this other ſtill more fare Word of Pro- 
pheſy for our Confirmation in this Point; 'Which ſhall 'be my Fifth 
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How Expreſs and Poſitive the Scripture is for the ebſolute Ne- 
cefſity of ſuch a Conſtant Confeſſion upon. all Occafions, and 
how dire. it Forbids and Condemns. the contrary Denials 


and Diſfemulations.. Ft... | 
HAT can be more: plain in this Caſ:, than the Words of 
vw our Great Lord and Maſter to his Diſciples after His Reſur- 
reftion? Att. x. 8. Ye ſhall be Witneſſes unto me, both in Jeruſalem, 
and in all Tudea, and in Samaria, and unto. the ujtermoſt; Parts of the 
Earth. SET: 7% Y E5 = [7-1 | 
But- had his Diſciples, whilſt under their Tryals: and manifold 
Perſecutions, deny'd Chriſt 'with their Mouths, tho". they had ſe- 
cretly acknowledged him in their Hearts, they would have becn - 
' found therein no better than falſe and lying Witneſles, and indeed 
none: of Chriſt's, : but: the-Devil's Martyrs off Witneſſes, who is-a 
Lyar . from | thei Beginning; ; And. /however-peculiar, this Command 
might” be to the: Apoſtles and firſt:Diſciples -o0E our Saviour, 'who 
alone. had the Opportunity of 'being/ immediate Eye-Witneſles .of 
His ReſurreCtion.;. yet elſewhere the Injunction: is General and with- 
out Exception indiſpenſably obliging. all- Chriſtians in- all Ages, as 
a Duty fo abſolutely neceſſary, that upon the performance or neg- 
-Je& thereof, will: depend. aur. Eternal Happineſs: or” Miſery:,.. -our 
being owned 'as: his Genuine Diſciples, -.ofr our beipg;; finally rejed= 
- For thoſe are the Expreſs Words whick flowed alſo from the 
fame Bleſſed Lips of Truth. Jatrv.. 18; Fo Whoſoever. ſhall: con- 
feſs m2 before. Men, : him will 1. confeſs alſo. þgfore-.my.Father 
which, 'is in Heaven;;.'-But:; ,ythoſoecyer: ſhall: deny. ane-;cbefore Men, 
him will I alfo deny before my Father which is in;Heaven, +: -. 
Upon which place, thus ſaith the Comment of that Antient and 
Learned Author, commonly going under the Name of St. Chry/oſtor:, 
The Faith of the Heart will no more avail, without the Confeſſion of 
the Mouth, than the Confeſſion of the Mouth will, without the Faith 
of the Heart. Ard if it mnſt be enough for Chrif® that we kyow him, 
tbo; we Confefs him net before 7Men ; _—_ it muſt be enough for us 
alſo, that he knows us, tho" at the laſt he Confeſs wa not before Xen. 
*Iis not ſufficient for any, to ſay,” 1 retain the Truth in my Heart, and 
in the mean time diſown it before the World. And therefore be does 
wot ſay; He that confeſſeth me in h# beart, but, He that confefſeth me 
before Men. And again, Mark 8. 38, Who/oever ſhall be aſhamed of 
me, upd of my Words, in this Adulggrous and Sinful Generation, of him 
: "FE | alle 
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alſo ſhall the Son of. Man be afſbamed, © when he cometh in the 6'lory off 
bs, Father, mith the Holy Ange}s, 'Conſonant to this' alſo is what St. 
Patl allures ns, Rom. ro..10;; With the Heart Man belicverh ants 
Righteouſneſs, and with 'rhe Mouth Confeſſion is made unto Saluatiom , © 
And 2 Tim. 2- 12. Jf. we deny» him, he will deny 14. The ſame A« 
poſtle hkewiſe earneſtly Exhorts. Timothy, Nor to be aſhamed "of 
che. Teſtimony of our Lord, bur to be partaker of the Afflitions of the a 
Golipe 2:Tim. 1.8:. In like manner he plainly intimates and ne+ 
cellarily \ſuppoſeth, That he that. denyerh the Faith is much worſe than 
an Infidel, 1 Tim. 5. 8.. So we are aſſured that it is the. Expreſs- 
will of God, That , every Tongne ſhomld confeſs, that Jeſus Chriſt: 1s the - 
Lord, to the Glory of God the Father: Phil. 2. 11... 

That Apoſtle likewiſe, who by ſad Experieace was but too well 
acquainted with the Hainouſneſs of the Crime, and had wept bit. 
terly. for-bis own Denial, does being afterwards converted, (accor- 
ding 'to his Lords InjunQion} :etfeftually endeavour to ſtrengthen 
his Brethren, whilſt. he commands us in-the rame' of God, To be 
ready always  ( that is, even in the midſt of Ferrouryz and under 
the greateſt dangers of, Perſecution, as plainly: appears by. the verſe 
foregoing #2 ;ghve ,.an: Anwer. to every Man, that asketh us a reaſon 
of... #he e that-4s sn us. x Pet.:3.I5. . Which place of Scripture 
can no otherwiſe - be underſtaod, than- as necellarily requiring -our 
Readineſs :at all times, not. to palliate or conceal, but openly to 
eonfeſs our Faith: For ,all our Hope being grounded upon our Faith, 
it is" impoſlible for us to give.any Reaſon of the firſt,., withous gi- 
ving alio-a reafon -of: the. Secorid ;': And as impoſſible to give any 
 Reaſan or: Aceount at. all af! either, without making a plain .con- 
teſſion and acknowledgment thereof. - To -Conclude; In the Revela- 4 
tions: of St. John, | amongſt 'other hainous Criminals, dolaters, 'and  * 
all that love or make a lit, are perfetly excluded the holy City, and 
have their Portion allotted them #7 the lake, which burneth with 
Fire and Brimſtyne;, which s the. ſecond Death ; Whereas be that over- 
cometh, (that is, by a.conſtant confeſlion). is there promiſed .the. [n- 
herjtance of all things: Rev. 21. 7, 8... and Rev. 22. 15. And in the 
Epiſtle to the Church of Pergamos, our Lord himſelf highly. ap-- 
os of Azntipas by name, for his dying for the Faith, and com-- 
mends that Church alſo for her conſtancy therein, in theſe Words ; 
Thou t fait my name, and thaft not denied my Faith, even in thoſe 
| days \mbercin _ Antipas - was my ſaithfuly witneſs," who was ſlain. among Kev.2. 12; * | 
-  Thave hereall along. (you fe;) confined my {elf only toExpreſs com- 
mands and prohibitions in rhe Caſe, together with the Rewards and 
Penalties, , the Divine- Approbation or Diflike, no leſs expreſly fig-. = 
nify'd and annexed, npan the.,performance or Neglect of what is/f9. | 
required, * All. which-are fo many, dire&t. Proofs of the abſolute Ne- 
celity'of "This Duty of- confellion. But ſhould I alſo undertake Jas 
ti JEL CAOD yOREU Y=H, Ne | ticularly 
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ticularly »to inſiſt upon all. thoſe «other .numerons places in holy 
wrip, which cither ſuppoſe: er: -imply :the fſanie obligation, by-a 
.moſt 'natural and unavoidable :Conſequenca;.''F ſhould then m__— 
-my felf.to tranſcribe ( well* nigh J«the greater part of the whole 
New Teſtament. For indeed: the very Nature and Genifs, -the 
whole Tenour and Current of. ;rhe Goſpel runs this way. All -thoſe 
. multiply'd Precepts and 'Doctrines about Patience- and Self-denial, 
obour Suffering and' Taking up: the Croſs, about our Readineſs: to 
lay down our Lives, and not to-fear thoſe who can kill the Body; 
- -abourt Chriſtian Simplicity and -Love without Diſſimulation, Giving 
no Off:nce, and abſtaining from all. Appearance: of Evil; All theſe 
Precepts, Cautions, and Exhortations, and innumerable more: of 
the like kind, are either chiefly for the ſake of, or moſt cloſely im- 
ply the Abſolute 'Neceſlity -of this prime Duty which we are 'dif- 
. conrling of; [ſince otherwiſe they. mult needs-be either'/ wholly in 
vain, ,or to very little purpoſe ſo much- inculcated.:©$0-that' did it 
- not ſo apparently gratify the ſinfal 4nclinations of corrupt 'Fleſh 
_ and Blood, in delivering Men all at once, from evyer' taſting the un- 
pleaſing Severities of the Croſs, one would think 'it impoſſible, that 
it ſhould ever enter-into. the Heart of any” to affirm, That; con- 
cealing their Faith within their own Breaſt, they might innocently 
deny rhe ſame with'their Month, or-any other- way ' diſſemble it 
by their' Actions. ' Since 'tis molt evident, there's no other Crime 
- whatſoever, the Lawfulneſs of which they: could contrive to main- 
- tain, with greater defyance of the' moſt broad-faced Light of Scri- 
pture to the contrary: - Wheu in the mean time they have nothin 
- to colour over or diſguiſe the deadly Poyſon,:-but' one /or 'two' paſ. 
ages only in all the: Bible, 'and thoſe too'moſt miſerably wrelted 
and abnfed -by them. © Which again carcies' meonſtil} to the diſtin 
:Task of a ſixth Enquiry or Conſideration, vjz. | 
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How falſe and" fooliſh are the pretended Grounds and Reaſons, 
por which ſuch Diſſemblers endeevonr, to Juſtify and ett a+ 
_ bliſh their contrary Opinion and Prattice ; together with the 
many abſnrd conſequences and moſt monſtrow: Inconveniences 
of diverſe kinds neceſſarily following thereupon. '* - © 


TOW after that of their moſt beloyed Nae-maen, their onl 
4.NJ place ſeems to be thar of Prov.-23, 26, or ſome other ſuc 
like it, wherein we have it fignify'd, .That God ſees, . and chiefly 
. regards Men's Hearts. From” whence .they boldly infer, That if 

the 


_ 
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they do but take Care to keep their Hearts for God, by fſafciy. 
wrapping up--2. right belief- therein,: they may then venture with 
their Mouths,. or by any. other:aQtion of their outward. Man,. ſecure- 
ly. to, deny. the ſame Or eMe-provided-they can but ſecretly keep 
up in their Hearts a reCtify'd- Intention, they may then very ſafe- 
ly both be preſent at, and. with their lips join, or at leaſt ſeem 
to Joln with .,others, in ſuch. Prayers,” the matter of which is o« 
therwiſe acknowledged: to. be directly. againſt their Duty, and the 


Diying command. 16! 2654 nt 

- Now, they whe thus teach. the Lawfulneſs of Diſfimulation, ſeem 
even In their very ſo doing, aftually | to Diſlemble with ns, whilſt - 
they teach that, which they themſelves do no way really be- 
lieve;. and. yet would be: thought to-do ſo,, merely out of a de- 
Ggn the: better-to ſecure their Reputation, to cover the ſhame of 
their own. baſe Actions:ſo agreeable thereto, and as the'only expe- 
dient to. excuſe.,and take off the odium of. their foul Hypocriſie a- 
mong their friends, - when they bappen to 'be reprayed for it” by - 
then). So: that we haye. great. reaſon to ſuſpeft,. that ſuch. Men: do- - 
not iay as they ahink, when they ſay, they think ic lawful, to'de- 
oy what they. think, | However, this Aſſertion/ ſeems, . in the /natu- 
ral conſequence-ithereof, to. contradict: fall :fouil- upon, and! even 
overturn irs own felf ; at leaſt, to take away the very foundation 
of its finding, Credit with- any other Perſon, whom. they can never 
reaſonably. induce to think, That they ſay true:in w hat they affirm, 


© when they affirm, That:they believe it lawful for them fo: to. de- 


ny. their belief... - Sigce | how can. we ever be ſecure (according to 
their awn Principles.) that they may not as well lie, - and in” this 
very.Caſe,. falſely. ſay; that they/ do believe, what they really do 
not, as in the othes Caſe falſely deny their belief of what they re- 
ally do believe? But paſſing from. the Perſons, to- thething' is felf, 
and leaving: them to believe, or. not believe, as they will z- the pre- 
tended ground and. main reaſon for what they ſo maintain, I'm ſure, 
is altogether falſe and frivolous. _, FO LEAHAY 

For, in the firſt place, it is.by no means true,. That God has-Mens 
Hearts in ſuch. Caſes, or. that- they: do, .or can therewith at the! fame 
time truly.ſerye him. .. Which I'm. confident, will yery eaſily appear - 
to- any. one, , who: ( not reſting, in the mers empty ſound of: Words, . - 
without any fenſe at all} ſhall. only. well conſider,” what that: phraſe 


does truly. ſignify, and import. [ 
Naw:God is then- (and;can varwaces af => faid to have-our- 
Hearts: when, he has the Aﬀtftions thereof, in ſich 'a: due/Fear, ;Re-- 
verence,, and: Loye of him. above-all things, as::may: effeftually dif 
poſe us, te.endeayour- to. pleaſe. him- in all tie. ways of his 'own- 
direCtion.to that-purpoſe; that: is,,, in ane. Word, by keeping of His 
Commandinepts,. whatfoever-preſ- tt. byſs or hazdihip it may-coft-us 
for.fo doing. - So that when we-eam: knowingly: venture«to loca | 
> | im. 
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im by acting contrary thereto, it muſt be alwaies fot the-ſake of 


ſomething elſe, which we--at the ſame time really: more fear; love, 
and prefer before-our Maker; and which therefore (whatſoever we 
may pretend tothe contrary} -hag our Hearts in good earneſt, and 
not the Living Lord 'who ſearcheth them. Snch Hypocrites indeed 
do allow God (what they cannot help) ſomething of their Feaas 
ſince their Underſtandings- ſeem rightly. enough informed, 'concern- 
ing what they ought todo; But their Hears he'is far enough from ha- 
ving, whilſt they can find in their Hearts, to act ſo'quite contrary 
to:that.Knowledgz. Unleſs we can; ſuppoſe, That they who ſin'moſt 
againſt their own Knowledge or Conſcience, may be faid therein, 
the moſt to. give-GoJ their Heart. ' Beſides, -the very reaſon why 
God ſo chiefly requires the heart, 4s, 'becauſe whenſoever he has that 


truely, he muſt of neceffity have therewith alſo ' the whole Man; - 


whillt every Thought, : Word, and Aftion is\naturally reduced there- 
by -into a ſtitable Obegience. So that-tis wholly impoſſible to ſepa- 
rate or'put aſunder, what God and Nature have ſo 'cloſely- conjoin- 
ed. : Whereſoever there is really the Heart of a Sincere Diſciple, 
there will alſo be the Lips of a confeſlour, upon occaſion; the Obſer- 


- vation of: our Bleſſed Saviour being no leſs true-in the-good, than in 


the. bad. Senſe, That «ut of the Abundance of the Heart, the Mouth 


 oſpeaketh., ; 


» But ſtill inthe Second place, were it poſlible in ſach' Caſes, That 


God could truly have the Heart, yet that.alone by no means would 


. to do with it what he pleaſeth? , 


be ſufficient: For tho' we may, indeed, -find that-this- (upon the 
grounds already ſpecify'd): is the 'main thing regarded by- him; yet 


- where do- we read; that this is the: only thing requiſite ?* Who is it 
chat hath exempted: the outward Man from the Juriſdi&ion- of him 
- who equally Created: both Parts for'his own'Glory? - We $ny, «its 


true, ſome perſons, and what kind of ones withal they were, whom 
the P/almiſt brings in paunting 1t to this purpoſe; yet who can. juſtly 
fay,. or without.the higheſt Preſumption, That -his Tongue 4:-his owt; 
Did we indeed confrlt -of' nothing! elſe but naked Spirit, ir might 
then he perhaps, futhcient: ro /anttify the Lord God in onr hearts only : 
Bnt ſince we are cloathed with Fleſh, and he hath given us a body, it 
bath pleaſed him, he juſtly expets, as well as exptelly requires ; That 
we ſho«ld glorify vim... .0ur body, no left than-in our {pris which are 
both the Lotd s. | | TONE 215 VIEG SH (14427 £903 
And Nil, as: this' perfiicious i5Herefie'- #5: (yo fee)! thus utterly 
falſe and groundteſs, in what- it preteadsto for its fnpport; fo the 
abſurd-conſequences-and inconvenience ioully bot 
great and numerous. 
For firſt, were what 1s ſo pretended, 


pnrpoſe, as I have alr indeed ſufficient for the 


cady- ptoved' it far enough! from being'foz' 7et 


« where the Love of the Truth'is ſo very feeble,” and rhar of Re \Wotta 


ſo 


_— 


sThereof arc/prodigiouſly both 
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ſo ſtrong, that the Man, can prevail with hitnſclf totally to deny his 
Faith in his Words and outward Attions, the faint remainders there- 
of Rill {ceretly retained. in. his: Heart, ol head rather , muſt needs 
have ſo ſlender a hold in either, that t 9' are very unlikely to be 
long-lived with him in ſo unſuitable an Habitation. 


Nay, they who can afford to make it once their Cuſtom, with 


ed} is a thing, fdr leſs ſtrange, and perhaps even in 2 nota Ys 
owever in a Moral ſenſe, 


For a man to tell alie fo often, till at length, forgetting TEN By he 
elides they 


But till; in the ſecond place, could ſuch Men be ſure, that they ſhould 
neyer proceed any farther, yet to endeayour to ſeem what they non 
and not. to ſeem, what they are, wa So other in it elf than form: 
down-right Hypocrifie; To conclude therefore, that they may go thus . 
far ſafely, mult neceſſarily imply their Belief of the no, Neceſlity of 
that Sincerity, which the Goſpel every where ſo IRriftly urges and re- 

1 . ) quire 


(:64 ) 

auires aboye all things ;- and that Hypocriſie it ſelf. is far from being 

_ really a thing ſo diſpleaſing to' God, as 'tis there. pretended, and re- 
preſented. Nay, whereas God has ſo exprelly declar'd,” That our very 
beſt Performarices are withhim.nothing at all'worth, unleGs they pro- 
ceed from and be accompanied with Sincerity ; What height then of 
Preſumption and Blaſphemy mult it needs be; to expect, That-the groſ- 
ſeſt Diſſimulation alone ſhould ſo efteEually recommend Men to the 
Fayour of the God of Truth, as that he ſhould pardon and excuſe them, 
for the very worſt Crime they, could poſſibly contrive to commit, mere- 
Iy for the ſake of, and'becaufe.it is Accompanied with, the moſt ſhame- 
ful Lying and Hypocriſie ? = 

Beſides ; This curſed Prattice and Opinion ſeems to be founded in - 
ſecret Atheiſm, and tacitly implies this other diſtin Blaſphemy-; That 
God is either not endued with ſufficient Power, or elſe not Good or 
Wiſe enough, to-.defend and ſupport:Men in the dues Obſervation of 
His own Laws, unleſs they ſometimes help him out, by their vile Lyes 
and Hypocriſie, and having a Recourſe to the ſhelter of Diſſimulation. 

Again ; Whereas the Profeſſion'of the true Religion is that, which, of 
all other things, we ought the moſt to Glory in and openly Triumph; - 
ſince tliereby we become truly Honourable our ſelves, in ſo gtorifying 
our Creatour: We' cannot therefore contrive more ctteCtually to diſho- 
nour both our ſelyes and Bim,' nor caſt a worſe RefteRion upon. all His 
Attributes, than in baſely diſowning of our Faith Whilſt in ſo doing 
we neceſſarily affix this moſt diſgraceful Imputatioh'tipon the holy Au- 
thor thereof, as if he had 'reyealed that to us, which we have good. 
Reaſon, to conceal and be. aſhamed of. . And accordingly, ſuch De- 
nials are by Chriſt Himſelf expreſly catl' > and. accounted no better, 
than a being aſhamed of Him, and of His words. And what. Thanks, 
think you,. can be due to thoſe Men, who have Thus parted: with the 
Total of their Religion, but only what they cannot yet help the keep- 
ing of?. What they are aſhamed to own, and fain would, but cannot 
for the preſent yet get rid of? Toproceed; it infers( quite contrary 
to-our Sayiour's Caution } great. Botdneſs and Preſumption towards 
Heaven, and Hearts quite evoid of all due Fear of Him, who has de- 
clared Himſelf a Conſuming Fire to all ſuch Offenders, and Able to caſt 
both their Souls and Bodies into Hell; and yet at the ſame time a moſt 
cowardly and ſlaviſh Fear towards their Fellow-Mortals, whoſe Breath 
is in their Noſtrils, and whoſe Power at moſt, reacheth no farther than 
over the Carkaſs, and what belongs thereto ; and even that too 'per- 
feQly limited and reſtrained, according tothe Wiſdom and good Plea- 
ſure of Him, whom they ſo fondly deſpiſe in the Compariſon. 

And confequently, in the next place," It argues them alſo no leſs 
void .both. of -all true Love towards God, and Charity towards their 
Neighbour; Since, in both reſpefts, what St. John has afſur'd us, is 
moſt certain, That perfett love cafterh out all ſuch fear ; whilſt he that ſo 
feaxeth, is far from being yet made perfeft inlove.” For as our Fear is, ſo 
is alſo our Love. And whoever yet prevail'd with himſelf to deny his 
Fajth, unleſs tempted thereto by ſomething of the. World, the Lofs 
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_ Ing? And how tan'there be any Neceſlity o 
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of which he firſt 'more* fear'd;-thin the Loſs of -God's Favour ; atid 
whicÞ tlierefore' he more 107'd, than'God Himfelf, and facritegiouſly 
preferr'd before Him?” But he who f6-loves the World or any thing 
therein, 'The Love of the Father is not” truly in him, And then how 
canthey loye their Neighbours, 'who love not ' God, for whoſe ſake 
alSne it is*they do ſp, whoſoever truly love them ? Or what Charity 
canthere be'in' thoſe, who,” inſtead” of being ready (as they: are re- 
quir'd )/ tolay down their very Lives for the Spiritual Welfare of their 
Brethren, can be contented inſo high a manner, to grieve and offend, 
and Cas much as in then lies) by their Scandalous Examples of De- 


| nial, eyen-'to deſtroy thoſe-for-whom Chriſt died ? 


- *Farthermore; This monſtrous Tenet is direttly contrary to the very 
Nature, and diſſolves at once the whole Frame of Chriſtianity, by ut- 
terly making void the DoCtrine of the Croſs, and-all neceſſity” of our 
ever ſuffering as Chriſtians ; -an4 conſequently takes away 'in'a'preat 
meaſure, -all occaſion, and ſuperſedes the uſe -and exerciſe of all thoſe 
highly commendable Vertues, of Zeal and Chriſtian Courage, of Faith 
and Patience, of 'Meckneſs and Forgiving Exemies, together with ma- 
ny other'Precepts and/Injunctrons'of. the Jike nature, which now make 
up ſo very conſiderable a part -of the Gofpel. - Eor' what Occaſion” or 
Opportunity can there be, in this reſpe&; for the Exerciſe of any of 
thoſe'Graces, when there'is not the leaſt Danger or Neceſſity of ſuffer- 
this, if we may lawful- 
1y fay or do any thing, in order to prevent it? For no Man being en- 
dued with the Ability of looking into another mans heart, if we may 
therefore ſecretly retain ourFaith there'only,and yet deny theſame with 
our Months, and Attions, and can conſtantly continue to do fo,we muſt 
needs be perfe&tly fafe from all Danger of Perſecution upon that Ac- 
count: Since the greateſt Tyrant in the World, can poſlibly require no 
more of us, but muſt and will reſt ſatisfy'd herevpon. 

Again therefore; It neceſſarily condemns the Practice, and ſhame- 
fally reviles the precions Memory of all the Glorions Confeſfors and 
Holy Martyrs; who, might this Doftrine once obtain for truth, muſt 
be no longer accounted Martyrs, but even the worſt of Murderers, 
who could afford ſo raſhly tocaſt away their Lives needlefly and 'to no 
purpoſe, and offer up to God the mere Sacrifice cf Fools. Nay, even all 
thoſe alſo, who have conſtantly payed ſuch deſerved Reſpect and Defe- . 
rence'to the Memories of theſe Heroes, that is, the whole Chmch of 
God in-general, muſt juſtly be condemned therein, as guilty of 'Worſe 
than ſuperſtitions Vanity, and be thought to have ont-done even that 


ridiculous Folly of the very T»rks, who are ſaid to believe a fort of Sa- 


credneſs in, and to ſhew no ſmall Veneration towards the Perſons of 
Fools and Madmen. | | 

«-Another monſtrous Conſequence thereof ſtil}is, That it utterly de- 
ſtroys the main uſe of Language ; "defeats the very end, .for which our 
Tongues and Lips, and other Organs-of Speech were Chiefly beſtowed 


upon us. Which' was to enable us more certainly to: convey the 


true inward Sentiments of our minds'to one another; to diſcover' our 


{eral Abilities or defets; how well, or ill we are inwardly m—_ 
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and provided with-the Treaſures of Belief, and Knowledge, andigcher 
Graces z and ſq. accordingly edifie and ſupply, confirm.and ſtrengthen 
cach other, by receiving, or Communicating mutual helps: and aſſiſt-. 
ances. But, now , i& Ven are not obliged to. ſpeak - truly; what 
chey believe. and know ;. but. may be permitted the Liberty; of doing 
the quite. contrary, then, this admirable Priviledge and. Prerogative of 
Speech, with,which Man is: endyed above anyof the Inferior Creatures, 
muſt ana longer be really ſa, accounted. of, but..be. logked ypon, as 
iven men. far worſe than in vain, evento their no-ſmall Damage and 
ifadvantage; ſo that they had far better have been without it, Since, 
when thus perverted, they muſt either not rely yl aw it at all, ops ſo be 
ſure never to receive any Benefit thereby; or elfe he fatally-miſguided,. 
and excroally deceived, and abuſed, if they. do- depend; upon it, as: we- 
are naturally inclined. © 
To. which. Inconyeniency F may, therefore add-in the next place, 
That this damnahle Hereſte (if yet it. deſerves not; to. be called by a- 
worſe and more comprehenſive name.) does tend wholly to ſubvert all 
foundation, and Poſlibility. of a, Church. viſible, and conſequently of 
of our Communion therewith, and the-Benefits therefrom. - For what 
manner of poſſihility.cou[d there, be,,of ever diſcoyering, cithev where 
the Church is, or that there is indeed auy-ſuchthing at all as the-Church, - 
were all the Members of. it. not; ohliged. to any. particular Mark or Cha- 
rater, whereby to duffingpiſh them from the reſt of: the World: - But 
inftead of any ſufficient Sign, or Indication of their Faith and Profeſ- 
ſion, ſhould make it.their, Buſineſs to hide and: concezl themſelves, .by 
jqiging in_ their. Words, and; external Actions either with Herericks. or - 
ith Pagan; and Trfidels * Among all the ſeyeral Religions that are; or 
ever "6s Ack been in the World, I know not of. any.one, but-what re- 
quires its ſeveral Votaries and-Praſclytes, not to-deny, but plainly to 
own their general. Belief and Praftice. And for all Pzople openly to 
walk, (as the Fropice Adcah. has. it,) every .one-in the Name of. their God,. 
is a thing both uſual and natural.: . None ever. yet aſſerted the contrary 
Liberty of Denial, but-ſome few onely (as [ have already ſhewn). of 
the very worlt of Heretighs, or indeed Atherſts rather,. who ſeem there- 
in profeſſed Enemies to Piety it- ſelf, and to- have deſigned thereby, if 
poſlible, to- root up all Relhgos in general out of the World; to 
which purpoſe nothing could be. more naturally. adapted.. Burt. the 
Chriſtian Inſtitution above any other whatſoever, has this -peculiar-to it 
ſelf, that it more ſtrily requires. this. publick confeſlion of all: who- 
embrace it, ſo as tq be always in a Readineſs to Die, much rather than 
deny the Faith. And how manyMillions have aQually done ſo upon. 
that ſcore? Whoſe Blood has conftantly proved che ſeed. of the/Church, 
to propagate and preſerve it: Cou'd the Pagan Perſecutors but once 
have per waded Chriſtians: to. have ated otherwiſe in. general, they 
would then have effeCted their own buſineſs which they,aimed at; that 
is, The Church had beendeſtroyed, and Chriſtianity long ſince utterly 
Extinguiſhed. For if eyery.Man may keep his own Faith ſecretly to him- 
-Talf. in his own Heart ogly, without being obliged any way to declare. 
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the ſame: either by Words or Actions, what poſlibility is there, Fhat 
either Poſterity or any others who are yet. without it, ſhould ever be ac-- 
- quainted with, or come tothe Knowledge of the, Truth ? Any one Age 
of Perſecution mult, in this Caſe, neceſlarily put\an; end to the Faith, 
and makeit: be ſure to die and periſh from off the Earth, together with- 
the Race of ſuch-ſecret. and conceal'd. Believers.. - And however in the 
mean time, this quite defeats all the ends of Religious Society,. and cuts 
Men off. from all the Benefits of Church-Communion, For if the pub- 
lick Profeſſion of our Faith be not neeeſ[ary, neither is it neceſſary to be 
in Communion with any Church: at all ; with- which we cannot be in 
Communion without ſuch Profeſſion ; nor conſequently is it neceſſar y 
that we ſhould, as Members there#f partake of the publick Prayers, 
Holy Word; or Sacraments ;. ſince all.theſe are: as ſo. many Profeſſions 
of the Faith 3. which, according to this impions DoCtrine, we may very 
ſafely be withont, Then alſo the Governours of the Church, whom 
Chriſt.has entruſted-with the Power of the Keys, have that Truſt given 
them- in vain :: Since, according to: this,  *tis impoſlible they ſhould 
rightly uſe: them, unleGs they were able certainly to diſcover Mens 
Hearts: ſince otherwiſe, they. muſt needs,Cenſure unjuſtly. in excluding 
any from the Church even for the Denial:of Chriſt, or for Blaſphemy ir 
ſelf, before they; were ſure;that: theHeart went alſo along with the Mouth. 
They who are conſtantly preſent at any publick Worſhip, are juſt- 
ly preſumed-thereupon,. heartily. to join therein, and wher' they really 
do not, are thought to-put: a Notorious Mockery upon God and the 
whole Society : But-yet if we may lawfully play the Hypocrites with 
the outward Man, then” Words and Aftions-muſt paſs for nothing z- 
Nor will it be-poſlible ever to ſatisfy others, of what.Communion we 
are, or to be our ſelves fatisfyed of this concerning Sthers. Bur whilſt 
we think, that-we are.amonglt very Devout Orthodox Profeſlors, and 
a__ to have our Prayers helped on, and rendered more acceptable 
and effe&tugl by the united Fervour of many Brethren, we may be all 
the while very, widely miſtaken, and moſt of the Congregation may be 
either Soejniens, Turks, or Infiacls, who tho' they. ſeem to uſe all the 
ſame Words with us, do yet in their Hearts pray the quite contrary. 
Again ; if- this were indeed allowable, a Man might then indifferent- - 
ly.goto all, and yet al:ogether in vain to any place of publick Devori- 
en; Since by ſodoing|/he could neither receive, nor Communicate. any 
farther Benefit, than what might equally. acrew to him, in-the private 
pAformancesof hisCloſer only. So that this principle utterly confounds 
andſubverts all'necefliry Communion, putting every Man into a Con- 
dition of abſo}ate Indgpendency indeed, wholly ſeparate in matters of 
Religion-from the reſt, of Mankind ;-in a Word, into ſuch a State, as 
a Mag would be in, werethere no ather Perſon in the. whole World he- 
ſides bim. Nor can ſuch Men E&verhaveany.motive to behave themſelyes 
otherwilty. excepting anly upon; a Palitick account: which--may ' per- 
haps, now-and then induce them-to-make a ſtep to ſome Religious Aſ- 
ſembly, or a ſmoaking Temple, to avoid ſome Temporal Incon- 
ventence only, or to Complement and gain Fayour wih jJome angry 
Is Q= - 
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: Potentate, For by the'dreadful Liberty -of this . impioris Dogrms, Men 
may { according to the common Proverb, 'and perhaps: beyond-the-de- 
: fign of it) not-only, when they are at Rome, do as they do at Rome, 
but likewiſe upon ocCaſion,. chant it in a Fewiſh Synagogue, or Sacrifice 
in a Pagan Temple z nay, -proſtrating themſelves, and (according to 
the-uſual manner )*zealoufly knocking their Foreheads againſt the Pave- 
ments of a Tyrkiſh Moſque, may ſafely ſeem to' join with thoſe 'Miſcre- 
-2fits in tho verbal Repetition of their-PrayErs, wherein ſometimes they 
Blaſpheme onr Saviour, and yet all this while ſuffer no Impairment of 
their Chriſtianity, provided only they take Care, to keep themſelves 
all along good thorow-paced Hypocrites, not minding what themſelves 
ſay, nor letting their Hearts go al@#ng therewith. Now tho'this, Þ con- 
feſs, is ſuch a ſcandalous and aſtoniſting ſort of Liberty, as may well 
make the Heats of any Sincere Chriſtian tremble at the very thoughrs 
thereof; ſome there are notwithſtanding, who, ſeeming to he affright- 
ed at! the bare hearing of ir, are yet in a far greater Readineſsand Pre- 
paration to make uſe of the ſame upon Occalion, than them ſelves can 
. now be well aware,of. For how many are there in the World, who 
can allow themſelves, not only.to be preſent at, but to ſeem and endea. 


' © 'vour to be thought, to Join alſo.in ſuch ſorts of Petitions,” as they ac- 


knowledge to be direQly againſt their Duty, and in which they cannor 
inwardly and in their Hearts agree? Now as, it /may be, there was a 
time, when ſuch Men were far from believing, that ever they. could 
have prevailed with themſelves to make ſo large aſtep; ſo, having once 
advanced fo far, tis not very eaſy forthem, to know certainly, where 
th:y would ſtopar laft; or how «mich farther: ſtill they; might be 
carryed* on, by,#þe ſame Temporal motives, upon a ſufficient try- 
al and occaſion. *For tho' totally to deny the Faith, and to change ones 
Religion ſo all at once,may appear at firſt very horrid and abominable, yet 
they who, againſt their Conſcience,can now afford ſo deliberatly to piay 
the Hypocrites ia any one particular, will, by degrees, be at laſt eaſily 
Enough reconciled eyen to ſuch a general Apoſtaſy. The only ſafe-guard 
that can rationally ſecure us from any one, - will alſo ſecureus from all 
hainons Tranſgreiſionsz and that is the Conſideration of God's having 
forbid the ſame. This Bulwark once thrown down, as it muſt needs be 
by thoſe, who knowingly indulge themſelves in the Habit-of any one 
fin, and much more in the Habit of Hyper, there is an open way made, 
| for any other Wickedneſs to aflault and take place with us. And they who, 
notwithſtanding the confeſſed unlawfulneſs thereof, can find in their hearts 
to join in one forbidden particular, whatcan hinder but that they ſhould do 
ſoin another, and fo on in a hundred, till they come at laſt to the moſt ſcan- 
dalous height imaginable ? The oo Rn why ſuch Men are ſoapt to think 
that they ſhould not do fo, is only becauſe they are now able, to look upon 
the extreme Horror of the thing without the Abatements and Diſguiſes of 
prejudice ; as being at preſent urider no manner of Temptation thereto; from 
the like powerful motives of Worldly Fear or;Intereſt. However, where all 
-Men'may fafely take the Liberty (as all may if. any) to. communicate any 
. where, or no where, .if they pleaſe, this muſt neceſſarily put -a11 end to all 
_ -Church Diſcipline, and ſo at the fame time, to all regular Communion. 
But {till, to all the foregoing ill Conſequences of a more publick Nature, 
ive me leave to add one or two more iramediatly rejating to the very _ 


Jawof ſuch Offenders. 
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The firſt, whereof is, That, beſides their hazarding Eternity therelzy, they are * 
far from being ſure, that by this means they can long tecure to chemſelves even that 
Temporal Eaſe and Safety, which is the only thing they aim at : But have on the 
contrary great reaſon to fear, that ſuch Hypocrifie will at length even in this World 
betray them to far greater Inconveniences, than what they hoped to avoid.thereby. 
For tho this courſe may for a while ſecure them from ſuch dangers; yet when - 
once their Hypocrifie comes to be diſcovered (as, firſt or laſt, it generally is) ſuch + 
Perſons are moſt of all expoſed, and abhorred by all Men. Who,. whilſt they are apt 
ſecretly to Venerate thoſe that plainly profeſs their difſent from them,. and.are wil- 
ling to ſuffer for the fame ; yet naturally treat and look upon ſuch vite diflemblers 
with the higheſt deteſtation. And however in the maen time, for them to be ob- 
liged to a& continually a moſt unnatural part; to have a conſtant Guard upon 
themſelves, left any unwary Word or Attion ſhould betray them 3 to. force their 
Bodies ( as Hypocrites muſt do) to be always drudging of it, without, and againſt 
their Souls; Tolie under conitant Fears and Apprehenſions of a diſcovery, like a day 
of Judgment; all this muſt needs create a life ſufficiently unp'eaſant, Ws worth 
the living, and cannot but be eſteemed even in it (elf ſo Severe a Puniſhment, that 


Wwhatſcever elſe can. be got thereby, is a dear purchace. And yet after all, it ever 


they do chance tothave their Hypocrifie deteRed, they can look for no other, than 
to be treated with the moſt extraordinary ſeverities. For tho* (as I formerly 
obſerved) the greateit Tyrant muſt be for rhe preſent fatisfy'd with 2 man's plain 
Denial of his Faith ; -yet, if afterwards by any chance trip, ſuch a one can clearly 
diſcover, that -he has been only mocked therein, what ſuitable Effects muſt then 
be expetted to follow from the redoubled Rage and Fury of him, who finds, that, 
inſtead of a ſubſtantial Convert tor his own Religion, he has been only Cheated and 
affronted with the mere out-ſide and Apparition of a Man, or rather a Snake in his 
Boſom, a moſt loathſome dangerous diflembler> Upon this account, as almoſt all - 
Ages of the World ever did, ſo-this alſo in which we live, does ar preſent attocd us, 
not far from homes; a-very pregnant Inſtance, with what a zealous and ſuſpiciovs. 
Eye Politicians-juitly think they havereaſon, to look ypon ſuch new pretended Con- 


' verts, whoſe outward Compliances with them in matters of Religion ſeem wholly 


owing to ſuch external force and fear. From whence alſo, by the way, may plainly 
appear the great Folly and Madneſs, of perſecuting Men merely upon the account 
of Religion, Which 1s in effe& no better, than to incur a great deal of guilt and 
Odium, and to be at a great deal of invidious Pains, to make ,a fort of People, 
whom themſelves can never think fit, when all is done, to rely upon ; nay, the 
moſt dangerous fort of Men, the leaſt to: be truſted, and the fitteſt to be rooted 
our of the World of any living. therein;;+as being indeed.the common Enemies to 
Mankind and Human Society in genefal. So that inced ſuch-Proceeding is no other 


than firſt to Perſecute without, and.againſt all reaſon, - that ſo they may have a juſt 


reaſon to perſecute, - Ba Ry 
Again, in the ſecond Place, another very great but moſt detierved Inconventence 
the Perſons of ſuch Offenders, is, That they who have 


more peculiarly aan 7 
feſſed this moſt execrable Hereſig,let them pretend to retract, 


once 1mbibed and pro ] | q 
nay, let them really repent and recant the ſame with never. ſo much Earneſtneſs 


and Sincerity ; yet tis ſcarce pofſible, by all the means they can uſe to that purpoſe, 
either ſufficiently to ſatisfy the Church, or to gain Credit with any other conſiders 
Perſon, that they are at length in good earneſt. For they who have once pub- 


: lickly taught this Do&rine, or openly owned it as their avowed Judgment, that 


it is lawful, in any part, or in whole, to diſſemble their Religion or Belief, 'and 
have already prattiſed accordingly, may ever afterwards very juttly be ſuſpe&ed, 
to be only repeating of the ſame Crime, a&tually making uſe of the ſame curſed 
fort of Libertiniſm,even in their very RetraRation of it, 'and at the very time when - 
they pretend to repent thereof. 6 that they who before rendered Words -and Acti- 

; Ons - 
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«ons ſo wholly inſignificant unto others, muſt now in this Caſe have. made "then no 


leſs unprofitable to themſelves: Since unleſs they couldygive Men an immediat 
vroſpert of their Hearts, they can-never be believed in any thing they affiren 


concerning it; nor indeed in any thing elſe whatſoever upon-their &wn Denial or 


Affirmation. EE . I a FELL Cu 6 
To Shea: Let but the ſame Liberty prevail alſo in Civil Aﬀairs, (as it 


equally may and will; for Religion certainly is not the only thing -in the World, 
with which we may thus make bold ; but if we may Counterfeit that-i4 elf, there 
can then be nothing elfe in the World, which we mmay nor elfo as lawfully diflem- 
ble) I ay, of this libertine Principle ſhould once generally rake place inCiviiAthirs 
and matters of ordinary Converſation, twould preſently rake as ſad work in the 
Commonwealth as in the Church; that 1s, indeed, atterly confound the ſame, and 
deſtroy the very being ef it. For tho' the World be bad enough as it js; yet ſuch 
would be hereupon the Miſerable Alteration of it, that every Man would feel the 
fatal Effects thereof, and be ready to deſire, that the World: it os Wigs have a 
ſpeedy Conclufion. And in the mean time, we ſhould have rea{on to with for it, as 
the far greater Priviledge, that all Men had been made perfe&ly both deaf and 
dumb,fince the contrary faculties fo ſtrangely perverted, would ſerve us -enly"to do, 


and to receive Miſchief by, What a fad Rate of Aﬀairs mult that be, "wherein there 


could be no believing, or being believed, and conſequently no free Intercobrſes, 
no Trading or Commerce with each other ? no'Government or SubjeRion 2- How 
wretched :1d depiorable would be our Caſe, if neither Promiſes nor Vows, nor 
the moſt ſolemn Oaths themſelves could afford us any thing of the leaſt ſecurity 
to be depended on > The whole World would-thus become one continued Cheat, 
nothing but Deceiving, and being Deceiv'd. So that there could be no longer any 
living together, as now, im Cities or Towns, no, notſo much as in private Fami- 
Iics: but every Man would be forced, as _ as he could, to ' withdraw himſelf 
from others, and each betaking himſelf to the Wilderneſs, endeavour to live ſepa- 
rate and alone by himſelf in fome Den or Cave of the Earth. And fo farewel Ci- 
vility it ſelf, together with all the Benefits and very being of Humane Society. So 
that indeed, above: all other Criminals or Traitours whatſoever, Governours, as 
rhey tender the publick Welfaze, are obliged moſt vigorouſly to endeavour, to 
Suppreſs and Puniſh this ſort of Offenders, as Perſons guilty at once of Univerſal 
High-Treaſon againſt all Government it ſelf ; eſpecially, when they find t not 


.only praRiſing but publickly teaching and maintaining the Lawfulneſs of ſuch Diſ.- 


fimulation. And accordingly, all Wite Magittrates of what Age or fort ſoever, when 
ever they could ſufficiently diſcover any Perſons guilty .of this dangerous Crime, 
have thought fit to cenſute them with:the utmoſt Severicy ;-not w as Enemies to 
Religion ir ſelf, without which no Govertfnent can be maintain'd, but as imme. 
diate and dire& Enemies alſo to the Commom Welfare of mankind and the very 


being of Human Society, Which ſhall be my Seventh Conſideration; 
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. CHAP. XII. 


The common Senſe and Judgment of all wnprejudiced Aankgnd of what ſort ſocver 
. . conftantly agreeing in the Condemnation of ſuch Offenders nnd Preftice, #s a thing 
mojt Dangerom, Baſe, Unnatural, 4nd Abominable. an ro 


WV Hen 7/aegerdes King of Perſia commanded Benjamin a Chriftian Deacon, to 
W. ny the God he rg ge firong and unanſwerable was the reaſoning, 
by which he refuſed, laying z They that deſert you, O King, you deſerved! put t0 Sa 
what puniſhment then, think you, wc he worthy of, who batth deſerts hu {apt E--. 
| Among 


(71) | 

A | the Ancient Jews, ( noe without; the command of God 
himſelf & it) theygwho were found guilty of Adolarry” Gi any 
Rrange. Worſhip, or had: done. any thing. in appearance. like it, 
wW might juftly be: ſo Interpretated, were preſently Stoned 
to Death the Wicneſles and all the People. Ad we find that 3. Mac. 6. 
when the Pagans had forced Swines Fleſh into the Mouth of old 18. 
Eleazer the Scribe, he preſently Spat it. out again, And when they 
who had the charge of that wicked Feaſt, for the old acquaintance, 
they bad with the Mean, ob him aſide, beſought him to bring Ele 
of bis own Provifien, and ſuch as was lawful for him to uſe, and 
make ' as if be did eat of the Fleſh, taken from the Sacrifice, com- 
| wwanded by the King, that ſo he might eſcape Death; He refuſ:d the 
ſame, thus ,anfivering, like himſelf ; I becormerh not. our. Age in any 

s. 10 Ds -» whereby many young . Fapjons, nnghe think, that 

Eleazer- being Fourſcore Years old and Ten, were now gone to another 
: Re "8% 5 =Y 


In like manner, though ic may be obſerved, that the Fewiſ 
People all along before, had bur very little kindneſs tor the Sama- 
ritans, upon -the. account of. their. rs the Idols of cheir 
own Country, together with the God © Veal 5. yer this ſtrange- 
nefs .and hatred of theirs, ſeems to have been much emproved, 
and grown to. che. greateſt height imaginable, ſome time before 
and. at our Saviours comming. . The Reaſon of which is plain 
enough, if we do but a little conſult Hiſtory : For after the Ss- > 
waritans, by the leave of Alexander the Great, had. buile for them- F 
ſelves a Temple on Mount Gerizim, like to that of Feruſalem; they 
preſently began thereupon:to magnifie themſelves as now equal tc "1c 
Bows in every thing ; vaunting themſelves for the Off-ſpring of 
 Foſeph the Father of Ephraim, and alike Worſhipers of the crue 

God. But ſoon afterwards, when Antizchus began,to Perlecute the 
Few: for their Religion, theſe Samaritans terrified chereat, preſent- 
ly changed their Note, . plainly denying that they Worſhiped God, 
but like other People, che Gods of the Heathen only ; giving ouc 
likewiſe, that. they were, not 1{/rae/ites, but Sidonians, and promiſing 
to dedicate their Temple ic ſelf ro Fapier of Crete. By which 
means they clearly eſcaped all the effeds of that Tyrancs Fury. Now 
this horrid Diflimulation of theirs, and fo ſhameful denial of their 
Religion, ſeems to have bzen the true chief Reaſon, why the Fews 
ſo. deſervedly hated the. Samgritans , . that they willingly neither 
talked to, nor converſed,; with them; biit; ſhunned them upon all 
occaſions, as. 4 perfe& abomination to them. ., © © 

Now,. though it be very. true, Thac Chriſtians have no expreſs 
Command as the Fews, had, ro-put to. Death ſuch Idolaters and 
Dillemblers;3 yer the wiſer fort of Chriſtian Princes alſo, ſenſible 
of the infigice danges. to them- of bi Pradtites, haye thought fic, 


LS, © 5.7 Pap 
f:ficiendy to ſhew' both their Zeat* and Severity "I 6 'the/like 
Cafes” 28s 7 4  V NUNS. AUD FEW. CAO 9H. 1. 1:04 


"That good" ind" mild Emperour 7hepdeſovs matte fach ſevere Laws 
againſt the Manichees of his time,' as may ſeem vety\ ſtrahye co any 
one not well acquainred what kind of Perfors rions they were, 'for their 

"'We are ta .know therefore, that' the AManichers were wont” 16 


to Infinuate and intermix themſelves with' the Ozchodox Chriſtians, 


Baron. An- 
gal v.4.613 


C14. 


that *Fwas extremely 'difficale' to" diſtinigiſh theni;- whilſt -having 
no Tegard art all of Perjury ic fff, they ferupled® not. falely ' co 
affirm and Swear themſelves Catholicks; and if at atiy time they 
happened'to be diſcovered and convited for: Manichees, then pre- 
ſently counterfeiting Repentance, "and ns feigning 'them- 
ſelves 'to"abhor- that Hetefy, they ftill cohtifiued' iriwardly 'what: 
they were before. And' that they might” be no 'more-*found - our, 
would aſſemble together. with the Orthodox. in their Churches , 
and preſume alſo to partake with them even of the Holy Sacra- 
metit. So that Theodofie had a great deal of Reaſon''to' deal fo fe- 
verely as he did with this 'moſt *dangerons' lurking'-Se& ' of Miſ- 
creants, by taking care' to'fend them rnb kt > org Baniſh- 
nient, and. ordaining withall, let chem pretend cherfifelves Penitents 
as much as'they wonld; that they ſhould" never: any' more be admit- 
red ro the Communion of the ' Church, unlets when they- appa- 
rently Tay 3' dying. - ene fn lier i gh det 2 5o,og 
After the ſame. manner a great "many of the. Jewiſh Race, 
very conſiderable ' for Wealth agd* Power, and diſperſed all over 


the Dominians of Ferdinand King of *Caftite,” having been plainly 


Camp Ful- 


gol.rerum. 


diſcovered to have play'd the Hypocrites, in 'thar, ' though they 
openly profeſſed the Chriſtian Faith, hey did yer fecretly retain and 
obſerve the Fewiſh Law and Ceremonies; That King did -not on- 
ly cauſe many of them, 'who ftill continued obſtinate - in the 
Crime to be borne” alive; but commanded-the' dead Bodies alſo 
to be taken out of the' Graves, of fuck" others of them, 'who died 


 memorabgyjiry of the fame Wickedne(s: Tho! arthe fame.timethe ſuffered a 


kum-.(b.r. 
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very great Multitnde of other Fews, to continue fafe and undiſturbed 
ih Spain; becauſe they fairly and ' openly obſerved ' the Fewiſh 
Rudin, without any ſuch Hypocriſy or. Violation of theChriſtin 
Rc IEEE RET CT NYT A 
Nor'is'it at all ſtrange, to find Chfiſtian Magiftrates - thus af- 
feed,” when even ſome Hereriths themſelves have thewa a like juſt 
Indignation againſt ſach flactering Time-ſervers,” and dangerous Diſ- 
kemblers. To which purpoſe we have 'a very meinorable Exam- 
ple in Theuderichas, or Fheodoric King of the Goths, one of whoſe Ser- 
vants, | before greatly beloved” and 'reſpeted by him, ſuppoſing by 
this means, that heſhould ftilt purchaſe: more Favour with that Prince 
defcrted the Qrchodox Faich, and-turned of the Arian tang" | 
ur 
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the Emperout thus: anſwers'; He: that >: denies himſelf to be a Chri- 
#ian,” 9 gr hv manifeſt indeed, that is, by - Warſhiging ' our "Gods, 
thoug b. be. has... been. formerly. ſuſpe ee; \ let him yet (obtain Pardon upon 
Repertance. Upon which account, Tertulliamin his Apology againft 
the, Gentiles, thus ſmartly Expoſtulates with them ; Tow do not pro- 
ceed with. 'ws according to the uſual Form of . Tondging Criminals ; but 
whilſt you apply Tortures to' others, who deny the Fat#. they are accuſed 
of,; to-extort a Confeſſion from them, Chriſtians | alone | you Torment, to 
wake them devy the ſame. | And again'a lirtle after, The Mar cries out, 
(faith - he.) 1am. « Chriſtian, i and be ſpeaks therein truly what be us ; 
But fill you 'defire to bear what he is not : Thy fr 4 Buſmeſs t u 
fo force: out the Truth, from ws alone endeatour to extort a Lye. The 
Mean ſaith, I am that, which whether or mo be %, you ask of him; Why 
do you ſtill Rack him, to make him [ay the comrary ? Teonfefs, and you 
fill Torment me 3 What would you de if Þ ſhould deny. 2 Others when 
they: deny, you do- net very eaſily believe: - Buti to in, if we: once deny, 

you preſently give. Credit.  Npw what was: the crae Reaſon. and 
_ Defign of this Method of- Proceeding ?- Did cliey gelight ro hear 
a Lye merely. for. its. own; fake,. without any. ather :Purpoſe os 
Advantage ?, Or coli bers, that-Pain alone:fhould alcer the: 
Judgment and, Underſtanding, as welLasahe Will ?: Either of theſe 
15 certainly moſt. unreaſonable, ro fuppoſe-o&-them.- Bur the "true 
reaſon why the Pagan Perſecytors'refted-fo fully ſatisfied: herewith, 
was. becauſe they were clearly ſenſible, -that-in gaining of: this Point- 
they gained. all that was; poilible for- them: co: effe&, or could be 
well defired,. even- {ſo fac} tbe: ater Ruin and DeſtruRtion of that 
Religion,, which they ſo endeavoured.to-:root'out and —_— 
For if they could once. bring a Chriſtian epenly. to deny his Faith, 
and: to continue to;do. fo, than-whichthey well: knew nothing was 
more contrary to the Nature' of' Chtiſtianity and all: Religion, 
then they had a.perfe& .conqueſt bver the Man's: Will and Refolu- 
tion ; and . had, brought _ him--therein,: :to. forego all thac *twas. 
poſiible for him to. parc. with; (for a Man's belief is not purely in 


+ - 


is, own,Power, tho' the, Profefion of whatihe Believes is) all -but 
only : what he; ;could not + help; the keeping of,” and would (if he- 
tcould) wh with that alſo, racher than ſyffer Torment. Openly to 
n his Religion, they ſaw: plainly; was to forgoall.the Benefits. 
thereof, by the Man's' violating , his owh Conſcience, and keeing 
his inwars Faith , for no other. purpoſe: but-to--upbraid him :'- At 


in one. Word, by. bringing ;hinq/.to. this, . they made. him: caſt; all 
the Shame- and Vena imaginable both'-upon himſelf and apon 


his Religion ;. which. ever after, without. true R e and Re- 
confeflian, could prove | no. farther ſerviceable ekhier to the Man. 
himſelf, or (through his. occafjon, and fo far as he could. hinder) 
to any, other: Perſan in the World heſides.. So, that, when all. is done, 
ae Man can fo play the Hypoctice.in, or with.his Religion, withols 

- &- 
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ing in-good-carneſt,as. to the Ruine of that,and: his ownDeſtruQion 
. Nay, the Perſecuting Heathen, concluded themſelves, to have 
gained air, Foine in a great meaſure, if they. could but any way | 
o contrive the; Matter, that a Chriſtian might but ſeem or be Eu. Bit 
thought, (tho? be” 4 to comply with them, And accordingly £%*: 35" 
Euſebius tells us, That in the Ninth Year of Dioclefian, many ſuf-c. ;, 
fered Martyr dom, . among Jeon hers vers ſome. who underwent the trial 
without. any. Benefit, or , Adtuantage. For as: one. was. thruſt on. by the 
violence | of the Infidels,. and.brought by them to thoſe aunla: « ;bprud 
fees, though the Man did ,not Offer, yet he was freely diſmiſſed by them, 
as Ep. Offered : Fad un: 4 'Fho' "a did not ſo. much. as come near 
wor 0c impure thing, yet the Heatbes «firming, that be bad Sa: 
crificed, he ed Fades F them, but ſilently. _—_ Iv. ther, 
eried ous with.e loud Voice that be utterly ahominanated all their Sacrifices ; 
other, that he was a Chriffian; Ancther that he nither bad, nor ever 
Sacrifice. ; And yet all theſe by Soldiers placed there for that purpoſe, 


were Violently ſinitten upon the Mouth and Face, and forced to bold their 
Peace, andhcben tre ew main farce. So ou a matter did thoſe 
Tony of Piet pos it, but any way to ſeem,or have it thought, that. they 


Buc to .return. again. ( 2 | promiſed) to fome of the leſs Per- 
ſecuring ſort. of Roman Emperours.. Adrien ( as I before remark- 
ed) in the. Hiſtorian Flawins Yopiſcus,, Writes in a Stile of con- 
tempt and ſcornful Admiration at the ridiculous Levitie of thoſe 

idien Herericks,t whom. be calls, ſame Chriſtiane. of Egyqe, in 
that they could change their Religion, as they ſaw occaſion, now 
Worſhiping with the, Chriſtians, anon with 'the Jews, and ſome-- 
cimes again. wich the Gentiles. © ., | 4 
Again, in that- Reſcript of Amoninus Pixs, forbidding any far- 


mon Council of. all- Afis 4 | 
plainly perceive what. cenſure,of Diſgrage that mild Emperour £9 nt 
EZ. 


as Impious. aud averſe. bat Religion of 
Fheirs which phey. plain 
they much rather 


freely parted: with, they reap @ greater and much. mare Illuſtriouc- | 
Rh, rug they fulfuled the. Commands, .which you. require to.-be: 
obſerved by. them. .  _ WE Lene 

_ Bar Mill, above all other Inſtances, nothing can be . more-appo-- 


# 4 


ſus.ta this. purpoſe, than. both the, Words. and ARtions} of another 
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:Emperour, who, tho' Merciful'to' all, and: far from Perſecuting 
Chriſtians, yer Lived and' Dyed a" Heathen'z F: meati'Conftantins 
 Clorus, the Father of Con/tamme the Great. _'For* when Divclefias - 
and Maximine urged him, to reeftabliſh the Pagan Rites -and'Coun- 
ſ{ellours, and to diſcharge all tr! pm rene > 7 his Coure : 
This .mild and prudent Prince, refolving to take this opporcunity, 
. of trying he Conftancy and. Fidehey of kis"©ourtiers, made 75 
if hs” would pur the Order in Executian;” and” chetefore,- ſending 
for all farrs 'of Perſons abour- him, acquainty them withithe ptex- 
fire 'of the Emperours, , extiorting them” to" yield a fuitable' obe- 
.dience' thereco, by facrificing to their Idob, and ailding wirhat 
no, ſmall *threatnings in. cafe of refiifal.. Upon'this, his Court was 
divided, inco. two, parts; The'one'conſiltiyg off fitch x. Bingo | 
diſſethbled their". Fairh” befbre, iphilſt "rey; carryed” Paghiffy ir | 
heir Hearts, who vety, readily ' prepared” rhemſclves i" Sadiifice®: 
The' other, 'of ſuch a5 undervalued. alf things in* Compariforr" of 
Chriſt ; who by no Threats or Promiſes' could be prevailed upon 
ro comply. Afﬀeer this diſcovery firſt” made; C CA eng 
fit, 'to* make 2 true 'difcovery ' atfo 'of fits own real Intent” an 
Judgemenc, preſently Commantfed all thoſe” DiſſemblingTime- 
lervers' to we reins enying,” Ther torr they ſhowld 
approve themſelves faithful ro him, © who had been” fa infincere-toward: 
\God © himſelf :- But he both retuined and highly commented the other ſort, 
Tt 'm the leaſt doubting of their good Rebaviour towards bimfelf, whey 
rh oe ſoqwell acquitted rhemſeluts'm relation ro+be Patty. 

Such How was the | Judgenene of the beſt 'Emperours.””? Nar 
ſhall we find” any of 'thoſe to have” bern''of a” differevi -opiniort/it 
this matcer, who among the Heathens' were juſtly 'efteemed Phr 
lofophers. Themiſtiv:,. who as well deſerved that "Name, "as: atly one 
that ever yet bore that Title, is welt known; more than: once, to 
"expoſe and deride ſuch” Weather-cocks in Religion, who conritu- 
ally changing *Colour © with 'the Court, * Adored not God, bathe 
- Pugle ; bighly commending oviny upon this'actount, "for'granc- 
ing a geperal [Liberty, for every. 'Mant9' exercifs his qwir Re: 
ligion without diſturbance : _ By "which means' (ache affurehim') 
he; effeQually put an. end to. thar curſed Trade of "dangerous 


 Diffemblers and flartering” Time-ſervers oO OG 
 And' long before him, "was one of the. common” Aytibeihris 
That every "Man caught” to endeavour" 14'Be Ye «Med 


of, Socrates, That 14 ougot to 21 Y #6: 
" .2 one, ds be "defires to' ſeem, and "would. be rhought. to Vf,” Nt = 
cordingly, when he ' Was atcuſed; for” not *Þ:lieving *thoſe tobe: 
Geds, whom his, Country-men Believed and' Worſhiped: for ſach, 
all the defence he' thought Ht'to make for himfelf,” (which yer 
he eſteemed Scem), is grounded upon. the general *fuppoſtri- 
on; of the Hainopſuefs '6f "Hipoeriſie, and confequently*thar tne 
acquainted with tans could'think" him capabte of f6- highs oe 
. For, 
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For, as: his Diſciple , X:nophon: afſures' ns, all his. anſwer. before his 
Judges;-was no :more: than this ji This . 1: very much. admire, with 
hat ::ggfour. | df Reaſon ( Mclitus::yy | accuſer can ſay, That. 1 do not 
think fo be Gods,i whons this' City thinks ſo, when both many others 
bave,-and Melicus bimſe!/ roo, if be bad a mind to it, might have ſeen 
we Sacrificing to them upon the publick Altar. Which tho? it confurss 
that common opinion, of his Dying a Martyr for the Belief of one 
God, does yet no lefs plainly 'demonſtrate, how far he was from 
the late Deftrine of the Leviathan, and how abominable a thing 
he. concluded it, for a Man to-diflemble- ia Religion. -- 

How -extremely brave likewiſe and altogether tree from Slaviſh 
Fear and Flactery was . that of Calaaus the Indian Philoſopher, in - 
his Letcer to Alexander the ' Great, extant in Philo Fudeus? 1 bear © 
(ſajcb ne ) That your Friends adviſe youg to apply Force,. and lay Vio- 

rt Hands upon the” Indian Philoſophers, who were never yet acquainted, 
fa much as in a Dream, with any thiws of our matters. For you' may 
| indeed remove our Bodies from one place to" another: . But you” cannot 
farce. our ' Souls, to .do. what... they have no mind to. You may ſooner © 
make Stones and Logs, of Wood to Speak. There is no King or Empe-- 
Tour in the whole World, that can compel us io do what we our ſelves 
bave. not decreed. "I 
iNay. fill, in; the laſt place, ('to infiſt-no more 'upon Pagans, . 
much leſs Philoſophers of that kind ). fo naturally. -baſe and igno- 
ble is it, for a Man to Lie, or to Diſſemble, that ſome of thoſe, . 
who, one would chink, ſhould of all others be maſt void of all 
ſentiments of Honour in ſuch :caſes, yet, retaining ſome faint, 
ſhadows. thereof ini Vain-glory, .- have had - that 'Principle, ſtrong 
enough: in 'them,-:to hurrie them” oue of the World, rather than 
\ ſeem to incur fo-ſh4meful an-Imputation.* For even dull Atheiſm 

it ſelf, as it has had but too many Confeffors, 1o has it . not wanted 

alſo ſome few... Martyrs,. who have choſen to Die, . rather than 

profeſs with their Lips, what chey obſtinately. pretended, they could 
no: waies:in their Hearts: Believe, For: this was the. very cafe of 

Vaninusg: was Burne to..Death at- Tholoxſe- upan that Score. 

We: Akewiſe of afiother- among(t-:the Turks, . who (choſe: to | 

Die | the ſame account : Of. whoſe Tragedy we have the 
articfar relation in the worthy. Authour 'of THE GOVERN- 
[MENT OF. . THE. 'TV.RKS.- Which examples -of' aftoniſhing Govern: + 
.Madnefs, are-yet- notonely. paralled,” but quite out done by thoſe, Turks. p-- 
.who, believing Chriſtianity and- the unſpeakable eternal Rewards :19- 
and Punithments it-acquaint us with, can-yet find in their Hearts 
to.Diſſemble, or . deny their Faith, rather than undergo the. ſhort 
preſent Sufferings.of a moment upon that account. ' 
 _ Thus you ſee what the Opinion has been concerning this Matter, 
of. all ſorts of the more: impartial, 'whether Jews. or Chriſtsans, whe- 
ther Hereticks, Turks.qr.;Pagans.; nay, partly, and upon ſuppoſinon, 
-p\ | even - 
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even of ſome Atheiſts. And as it is the ſenſe of. all 'the- World 
beſides, ſo I am perſwaded, *cis ſometimes ſo alſo-in che. Self-con- 
demned Minds of theſe very -Hypecrites themſelves. Howeyer, the 


time is-moſt certainly a coming, whe ger ſhall be thorowly. wake- ' 


ned into a quick and never-ending Senſe of Shame and of Confuſion 
upon this account. Which advances me to my Eighth and laſt 
Conſideration, viz. £14 t; 


mY 


CHAP. XI. 


The unavoidablenefi of that infinite Shame «nd Miſery, which 
according to the Eternal end unalterable Nature of Things 


themſelves, muſt needs be the dreadful Portion of all ſuch 


abominable Hypocrites and Diſſemblers in the World 20 


C08, 


HY naturally ſad muft needs be the Condition of thoſe who 
depart hence unmoertify*'d andfull of the love of the Wong 
cannot tell how to part with ſuch Deſires and AfﬀeRions, even.in 
a State in which there-will be no more World for them to enjoy ; 
The ſame - Perſons alſo being-( as I -have already ſhewn ) wholly 
void- of all true-Love of God; -and. of cheir Neighbours? How 1s it 
poflible for them eo enjoy any thing of the ' Heavenly Stare, (even 
tho' we could ſuppoſe them in ſuch-a Place as Heaven) where there 
+ nothing elſe "Xa them to Love beſides God himſelf, and 
thoſe that love him and are like him ? So that ardent Love is the 
pure Air and very Life of Heaven, without having our Hearcs thorow- 
. He endued with which bleſſed Habit and Aﬀe&ion, we are no more 
capable of that heavenly Stare, than jt. is here:poflible for, ug, co. live 
without Breathing, or to breath without Air. Upon wt ccount 
according to the very nature of Things, What good can * ever 
expe, who leave this World being themlſelves wholly unfrniſhed 
with all choſeDivine wr Tac ea 19 ſo abſolutly neceilary to 
o the Scace: of true Happineſs, 

.and to make them meet to be Partakers of the Inheritance of the Samts 41 
Light? As the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Col. - 5. 12. ' The ill: Habits: we paſs 
hence with, and want of the contrary Graces,” will like natural Inca- 
pacities, be ſure to conſign us over to our - proper +Stations, ' and 


placeus without any more adoz,onthe left Hand with the Goats.Every . 


wicked: Man and Difſembling - Hypocrite carries | wich him--a whole 
J.cgion of Devils, of cormenting Sins and wunmortity'd*+ Lultsy any 
, | _ one 
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One of which is enough to unheaven Paradiſe, and to turn Abraham's 
Bofom it ſelf into a-place of no reff; I! difpoſitions eſtabliſh Hell! 
within Men, and naturally Jay the Foundation 'of their perpetual 
Miſery ,. whilft-chey ſhall find-ſach+curſed Habics will prove thoſe 
eternal Chains«of Darkneſs, to. fetter them below amongſt Devils ; 
where Sin ſhall be no more, 'as here, diftinguiſhed, but known by 
ies true proper Name, Miſery. | 
Te is impoffible that he ſhonld be finally miſerable, who.does not 
love ſomething more than God ; and ?ris no leſs impoflible that he 
ho does prefer ay thing before God, ſhould not be miſerable, if 
e be continued at all in being, For to love God with all our Hearts, 
is our only Duty, and-our greateſt Happineſs, and not ſo to love him, 
at once our greateſt Sin and Miſery, And 'twas certainly the deep- 
eſt Senſe of the true nature of Religion, and aftrong effe& of the 
great Sincefity of the Man himſelf, that made a Divine Poet of our 
own, break out into this Pious,and moſt Pathetick Ejaculation; Ay 
God, let me not love thee, if 1 love thee not; _ | 
.. And indeed, *our future Bliſs it ſelf will conſiſt chiefly in our exta- 
tic love of God, and in perceiving how we love him, and are bloved 
by him: - Gratitude and. Thanktulnefs, and endleſs Love for Love, 
will be the Life of Heaven. And withour attaining here co ſome emi- 
nent degree of-this Love and Gratithdez- our Souls can never be wing- 
ed thither.-Our Saviour therefore, who way 1 our everlaſting Hap- 
pineG;-did in order to it, .contrive the moſt effe&ual way, to excite 
our Love, by loving us firſt ſo well, as to. lay down his: Life for our 
fakes, that 'by his Precedent and Example, ws might be even con- 
ſtrained foto love him again -and to expreſs our Gratituds in ſach a 
degree, /as tO be, at leaſt, w ling and prepared to die for his Honour, 
rather than deny or diffemble our Faith. And as even now any 
good Man cannot refle& upon his own willingneſs thus to do, with- 
out ſome extraordinary overflowings of Joy and Satisfaftionin it : 
So'we- ſhall hereafter infinitely more pleale "our ſelves, and Thium ph 
to all Reva in the re fre and Conſideration of cur Readineſs 
in this frazl State, to Sacrifice -our very Lives to our Redeemer, and 
and in perceiving how well God'is pleaſed with chat Sincerity of onr 
AﬀeRions, and; how acceptable the ſame is ro our bleſſed Saviour. 


Whereas, were it poſſible thar we ſhould ever be admitted into thoſe 


glorious Manſions, without fuch Love of God, and having proceed- 
ed ſofar in Gratitude, we ſhould have nothing to fapport or qua- 
lify- us, for our converſe with and enjoyment of that infinite Foun- 
tain and God of Love: - But bring horrour of Conſcience, perpetual 
Shame and Confuſion of Face with us, even into Heaven it felt. 
For tho' in-the. ſight and Preſence of God will confiſt all Joy 
and Happineſs; yet,can as without Holineſs no Man ſcethe Lord, fo 
true Love and Sincerity is the only thing, which can enable us to 
ſuſtain his Preſence. . laſomuch that it a Man's own Heart con- 
| demns 


demns hit in this Point;. (as every Hypocrites muſt then be fare 
to do) it is impoſlible He ſhould have auy Confidence towards God in 
that day of Fugment : But nothing, on the contrary, beſides Shame * 
treafired up for himſelf againſt*that Day of Shame. 

And” how great a miſery and ſevere Puniſhment this will .in- 
deed prove at laft, to all thoſe who depare out of this World im- 
penitent Sinners, and vile Hypocrites, *"may (however faintly) be 
conjeaured from preſent Examples, as well of ſome who have 


Vareniw dyed with mere Shame,*and that too upon no ſuch very extraor- 
in deſcrip. dinary occaſion for 'that Paſſion, as alſo of very many others who 
Regni | *. have gladly choſen Death, mueh} rather than ſuffer great temporal 
pon. fe 5 Diſgraces any. longer. * PT its. a | 
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Beſides,” it may+ be obſerved; how naturally- apt we are, to. 
wax red, 'and be very much abaſhed; ' when we have at any 
time "occaſion 'to make but a fer Speech to any Conſiderable 
number of our fellow Mortals. Amd how much more are we 
ſtill apt to be concerned, when we | happen to be calkd "in 

ueſtion, . and are to anſwer for out ſelves before "any 'nfore 
Auguſt Aſſembly, even chough we are ſufficiently *concious to. 
our ſelves of. our own .Innocency, as tg what 'may be objeR- 


z f Paget 


| ed againſt us to. our parggopent © 7 


- But what then, muſt we think, will beat laſt the diſmal on- 
dicion of thoſe. who- are all over loaden with. Guilt, fand” know- 
ing themſelves monſtrous by the- blackeſt deformity . of 'Sinj* come 
to. appear. before the moſt dreadful Tribunal of the. great God ? 
There to. have all that ever they have thought, - ſaid, or done, 
made clearly manifeſt, and there to:Anſwer, and. to receive 
Sentence, for all that has been amiſs, in che Sight” and Hear- 
ing, not only of one panicular Affembly » City -or Nation, 
bur of. alt the Men now living upon the* whole Face of-the 
Earthgy Nay, of all: the ſeveral Generations of Men, © that-have 
ever, Of ſhall ever liye upon it, froni the Beginning to:the End of 
the World ;. to all which add alſo thoſe innumerable Millions of 
Holy Angels, and ( which'is/ſtil more conſiderable” than all the 
reſt) the moſt Holy, ; but highly affronted Jeſus, who would 
have been, and took fuch miraculous Pains, to be their Saviour, 
and ſhall then ſit as their Judge :. *Tis enough almoſt 'rto make 
a Man ſink and die but feriouſly to think what will then be 
the Shame and infinite Confternation -of all wretched. Sinners, 


. and eſpecially” of ſuch provoking Hypocrites _ under thoſe Cir- 


cumſtances. And yer alas, the thing ic If. will be much more 
dreadful. than we can now apprehend, and is indeed beyond all 
Words to deſcribe, beyond all. poflibility of. our preſent Ima- 

gination, - : | 
Notwithſtanding ;. of any thing that has ever yet been here 
in- this. World, methinks, what. happened in. the. time of + wat 
: an- 
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ftantine the great, upon that Emperours embracing Chriſtianity, 
and reſtoring Peace to the Church, feems moſt to reſemble) 
how it ſhall be hereafter, at the laſt Day, with all ſuch. Offen- 
ders. Some faint glimpſe of which we may be able. to diſcover 
whilſt we conſider how the lapſed. were at that time affe&ed. 
For -you might then have beheld whole multitudes 'of thoſe, who 
before in the time of Perſgcution,- had diſgracefully denied theic 


Faich, preſently, upon: this great alteration, under the -moſt la- 


mentable State and Condition. For how- were" they pricked to 
the very Hearts; when they perceived . themſelves not only wholly 
excluded- from © the: Holy Communion, but denied, all enterance 
into the. Chriſtian Churches ; all Society wich the Paithful 2 
How were they-:confounded at the juſt Honours and profound 
ReſipeRs then paid to the noble=Confeſſors, and daziatl at the 
luſtre. of theix glorious Scars thinning our, . like ſo many_ ſeveral 
Conſtellations?: And in the mean UNE > with - what extreme 
Horrour: and Regret did they remember their own. baſe Cow- 
ardice, and quite contrary. Behaviour, ., which had rendred them 


{o juſtly. infamous. and abhorred in the ſight of all ? So thac 


perceiving . themſelves to have now. no- ſhare -in the. common 
Joy, 'no_ kind of portion in the -general Exultation and Tri- 
-umphs, of'.all other Chriſtians, . but pefetly overwhelm'd with 
the deepeſt Shame and. Sorrow, they betook themſelves to the 
Biſhops, and lowly Proftrating themſelves at their © Feet, with 
whole ſhowers of ;Tears, humbly acknowledged their. hainows 
Crime, and iti the moſt earneſt, hug ;ſubmiſlive manner, entreat- 
ed, that after moſt ſevere PenancegapWong Satisfactions perform'd, 


. they. might be at laſt. admitted Torn 


on their tryg Repentance, 
Regenear That bleſſe 


They . who; glory im their Shame, and they who are aſhamed of 
what: they» ought; moſt» of ;all xo. glory in, are both of them in | 
1o high -. a- degree guilcy, that tis. not very ealy to determine 
which. is inceed the moſt hainouss Yet: methinks, in ſome re- 
lpe&, the laſt ſeemsto be che more monſtrous perverſion of the 
two, For meougy-0 fave "ther ro +Sin- and to the Devil, 
which belopgs.. to, Gad alone 'and Goodneſs; . yet the. other, 
caſting , ' ( if - poflible) a ſtill higher contempt - upon both 
theſe, do after ſuch a —_ treat God and: Religon, as __ 

i i 2 | ought 
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ought to treat Sin and Satan. And therefore, as of all things in 
the World, nothing can be more truly Shamefal, fo there's no- 
ching of which Men - ſhall} be hereafter more unconceivably 
aſhamed of, and a&tually} confounded at, than' of their/ having 
been thus aſhamed of their Religion. © | OF” 

So that ſhould the great Judge,” at the laſt Day, be wholly 
filent in the caſe, "and leave things onely to their natural confe- 
quences ; yet the guilty Hearts of ſach ſelf-condemned Criminals, 
by an Infinuation'as quick and intimate as theSenſe of their own Souls 
is to them would foon Read to them their fatal Sentence. And were it 
then poflible'for- them, to make the leaſt attempt of Entrance, their 
own Shame, like an evil Angel with a flaming Sword, would be fure 
to guard them from the Tree of Life, and for ever dtive them from the 
Heavenly Paradiſe, thus ry Aon their dreadful Doom... 

Depare from hence, Vile Hypocrites, for ever far depart theſe: 
Glorious and Happy Manſions, prepared for the"Sincere and Faith- 
fal, and ſach 'of which none are ever capable: of Inhabiting,” but 
Souls Duely qualiffd;” and ach onely as are fulf of ' Divine Love 
and Zeal, and other Holy Preparations and Chriſtian Habits, 
which arethe onely Natural 'means of enabling- any,'to -Live-:the 
Life- of Heaven. After” St. Peter's denyalFof him, "one- look from 
his Lord, even in his loweſt Suffering, deſpiſed Condition, was 
ſufficient to make him go out, and Weep Bicterly : But now fince- 
he ſers in his glorified Eſtate; as Judge” of the whole World, and 
Cloathed with all the Majeſty of Heaven, how will yow be able 
to bear for” ever, nay but | glte Moment, to. look upon, or receive. 
a look from him, who” now® your ſelves to have fo. high- 
ly Deſpiſed, -and finally WW'd, without Repentance ? Befides, - 
are glorious Saint® Md Martyrs, who, for the Lovg, of God and 
their Religion, Loved not their Lives even _unto- Death, "ate they 
fit-Company for ſuch loathfome Difſemblers and Apoſtates ? 
What Pleafure or Delight are you able-ito-take in. a Society fo 
infinitely different in all- their qualities' and* diſpoſitions ? Nay, 
with what other Face; beſide@that -of abſelute Confuſion, can 
| you look upon the nagy dazling Countenances of them, who, 'to 
you, alwaics were before;. (and now are, than ever, much more) 
Grievous even to bebold ? Depart. therefore, "according to the. juft. 
Summons of your - own Gonfiiſion, into+the Dark and far diftant, 
but to” you ſuitable Regions of everlaſting Contempe and: Shame ; 
the” proper Dwelling of Apoſtate Angels, of :your Fellow-hy po- 
crites and Unbelievers, and *of- ather- curſed Deniers, Biaſphem- 
ers, and "Apoſtares. | 0 RET 7 Tut . 

Nor let any one fondly. ſuppoſe it poflible, -for*fuch * Sirine's 
then, as now, ſtili co putzon a brazen Forehead, or to filene: 
this Voice of Shamez or remain void thereof through the like 
brutiſh Stupidity . and Inconſideration which now poſlefleth chem. 

- ; For. 
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For Mens Dreams will then be at an end; all their. Mifts dit. 


pelled}, 'and diſguiſts taken away, their Eies be open'd to See 
things as they are, and they forced to conſider and clearly ap- 


prehend all thoſe eſſential reafons and inſeparable Circumſtances, 
which render th# nature of their Sin ſo much above: all things 
truely ſhameful, They ſhall then be no longer able not to dif- 
cern, how miſerably they have abuſed and *cheared their . own 


Precious Souls, debaſed their Nature, and rendred themſelves De- 


ormed. They ſhall then plainly ſee, how- wholly their. Sin was 


_ of their own choice, through their own fault, and-how. certain- 


ly they might have help'd it. They ſhall likewiſe: clearly - per- 
ceive, what height of the moſt, abominable Ingratitude their of- 
fence argues and proceeds from, and with what. prodigious folly 
and Madneſs it has been all along .accompanied. In like man- 
ner, all the cauſes of their former Imprudence. ſhall then ily 
ceaſe. and be remoyed; the expedients: they. here: made -uf. of 


_ -to. keep themſelves void and inlenfible of;Shame, ſhall have then 


no more place, nor; be any farther ſerviceable co the former 


Purpoſes; b »turned” at laſt only, to encreaſe their endleſs - 
Confuſion. Dapheonty whilſt gy here, and have ftill an 


opporty unity of proceeding farther, in. the - enjoyments of. for- 
bidden Reaſual Plcafures long Cuftom . in 'the way of Sin, 
does; fo. reconcile theny to it... that - they can now follow the 
fame, free from: their firſt Heart-ſmitings, and the «Rebukes 
of their own Minds, 'and- without being ſenſible.of any Impreſ- 
ſions of Shame :* yet- then,” when they can properly Sin. no 
more; but come to anſwer for their-Offences, theirs ill Habits - 
will "moſt --of all Gall and ſeverely reproach them ; ſo thac 
thorowly awakened with their ſenſitive. Smart, -to conſider how 
long and ſecurely they have formerly wallowed in. their' Mire, 
Conſcience will be fare to redouble its force, and+to the full: 
revenge of it ſelf upon them, for all their former ſtifling. of it, 
and the Worm that ſhall never dye gain thereby" ſo many. more 
Rings of intollerable Shame and Sorrow. Again, all falfe Prin- 
ciples and corrupt Dodrines .of Men,. by the. help of which. 
they were here enabled to continue in their Hypocrify,. or the 
Commiſlion of any other - Sin, - without Shame, can then have 
no farther place in their Mings; Men ſhall be no longer able: 
to continue Infidels or Misbelievers: But all ſhall there clear- 
ly underſtand how groſly they have formerly been miſt+-. 
ken, and how dire&ly. contrary they. have aged, to their 
Duty and their Happineſs, and how eaſity and certainly: they- 
might have ſeen as.much, had they not willfully ſuffered their. 
Eyes . to-be blinded by the Prejudices of: ſome vile Luſt or other, . 


- or <hrough their moſt unreaſonable admiration of- fome . Idol. 


Teacher. of. their own ſetting , up, and mors. depending. _ | 


_— 
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'his Authority, than upon the expreſs plain Word. of God to 
the contrary.  Farthermore all thoſe Flattering Excuſes, or De- 
fences, by which Difſemblers now endeavour to © conceal their 
'Shame, -'and to. countenance and - encourage - one another in the 
ſame wicked Courſes, 'ſhali chen have an end, and be turned 
only into ſo many bitter *Curfings and mutual Accuſations of 
-of each other, and of themſelves, whilſt all their -Faces ſhall 
-be covered: with moſt deſerved Shame for ever. | 
Laftly,. all choſe ſenſual Objefts and Delights, in the enjoy- 
-ment of which : the. fond Hypocrite did fo far place his Had- 
pines, :that 'as long as he could have the ſame continued to 
him, the was -able to contemn. all Shame, ſhall chen be far re- 
-moyed, and he, : being made uncapable. for ever of any | 
Pleaſure: or :Enjoyments, 'have nothing elſe to fill and take up 
higMind, but he tormenting Confidgration of. his Sin and 
.ohame :and+ endleſs:*Miſery. bt - 
To.all which, let me now only add this following Caution ;_ 
Letinot any one; (as moſt are to. apt to. do) think of what 
I haye'been laſt diſcourſing, -as of things uncertaigy, or at a great 
-diſtance from them.” For as the whole WorlMtour Anceltors 
-are long ſince gone that Journey, fo there's no Man. amongſt us of 
any. conſiderable Age, but Has ſufficient. occaſion to. conſider, that 
'moſt- of | thoſe with whom he . has» been acquainted, are already 
gone. before him into that World of Spirits; . and, we fee others - 
Mill daily a going thither. And as much ſtrangers as we now make 
our ſelves to that future State, orthat' co us, there's nothing elfe 
_ us *here, or detains us from being there alſo, beſides a lit- 
tle Breath, which we carry 'iin»our. Noſtrils, and which . wil foon 
Expire" for ever. There's — therefore of which we can be 
.more certain, 'than' that in a very ſhort. time we: ſhall all, one 
after another, .try.the grand Experiment of this Matter, co our end- 
teis -Happinefs 'or Milery ;- and ought with; the. greateſt ſerioul: 
nels and Application ' co: prepare our ; xvi accordingly. 
Sothat now ſamming-up the whole force of all the former Conſi- 
— together, within this narrower compals, I ſhall thus 
conclude. | | 


(8; ) 


ne” CHAP. xv. 


The C oncleſion. 


"Nleſs we can find \in- our Hearts: to- prefer the+ viteſt of 


ge ſhall rightly be. agjaged more Orthodox than Sino Pete 
| | ell indeed to. 


ftian ang. In fhort,, unleſs all chefe, ..and a thouland. o- 
ther monſtrous"Cantradidions" can be reconciled together 3 then- 
fach diſſembling . Time-ſerv qther than- 
eo follow their” Docrines+to. the place* from whence they: 


on the ha | U 
in the ex aordinary ad. micaculous Inflititions: upon. ſuch OF 


: - nay, 


Crofs, as well as he who confeſſed: him, be with _ in. 
aſa. 


(86) 


6 Paradiſe; and then the Boſom of Abraham the Father of. the 
Faithful may prove a fit Recepatle for Scorners - and Unbelie- 


matter as ſome. imagine, to be able cruly ro profeſs with holy - 
David, 1 have ſaid imo the Lord thou art my God; Ong. yet upon 
this real Abilicy, or the contraty, does naturally depend all our true 
preſent as well as future, euher Happineſs or Miſery. Conſider then 
tond Wretches, what it is you pare with, and for what. «Conſider ' 
now in time,' what thou arc a doing, OfPolitick Mad-man, who 
thns vainly endeavoureſt. ro compound the Marter between God 
an! Mammon: And. then tremble thou Earth, And be aftoniſhed O 
ge Heavens at the, that ever any People ſhould be fo fottiſh, as 
ro commit two ſuch Evils ; to forſake bim*who"s the Fountain of living 
Tarer; and to bew out to'themſelves Ciſterns, broken Ciſters, © that can 
bold ro Wat:r. . Think, O ferious think ! Whac it is no w Tulls thee fo 
taft aſlip in thy facal Lethargy;*and fax the ſake of which alone 
thin canft be fo! Fell contenced to 'run fo great a Hazacd, and 
of tb infinitely miſcrable- Conſequence. Is ic not then the _ 

hs , © 


_ of thE 


Fornfully laughing, for a 
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World, and the vain purſuit of fenſual Pleafures which 
now ſtupifie- the -Mind 2 .'That World which paſſerh. away and the 
Lufts thereof ;" that Life which 4 a meer Vapour; thoſe vain Enjoy- 
ments of which thou muſt oy ſhortly rake: thy Eternal Farewel, 
and be capable of relifhing the ſame no mote for ever. 1s it fic that 
thy divine Soul, made for and capable of fo high things, ſhould 
be continually we ag" and fettered, and made a perfe&t Slave to. 
thy Body? To that Body of thine, which in it ſelf is of no better 
2 Nature than the Fleſh 'of thoſe bruit Creatures, which.thou daily 
deftroy'ſt and feed'ſt on; to keep they owni lump of Clay together 
and from . monldering. That which thou didft cat to Day, was 
yeſterday or the Day hefore, as compleat an Animal (bateing thy 
reaſonable and immortal Soul, which thou makeſt- no. uſe of ) as 
thy ſelf, and no lefs capable of enjoying the ſame ſenſual Pleaſures, 
which atone thog arc'apt fo much to purſue 'and doat.on;. and 
2 few Years at:moſt, will certainly put an end. co thy Dream ; 
when all that can- be now. {zen of thee ſhall be di ed, and 
fall ay and erage vg A and an hon vale Trifles and 
poor ents, which now take up thy Head a eart, ſignifte 
no , more — thee: than if: thou hadſt-never been; unleſs only to 
encreafe thy 'Torments, in- a too-late-ſenſe of thy moiſt: prodigious 


wy to 


'Gyhile- and Folly, whilſt chou-remembreſt - them. - + This' will. e're 


long be thy Caſe, and may be fo, for ought thou knoweſt, . before 
to Morrow. So that there is really at this very time, nothing. 
berwixt thee and Hell, but only the light Partition of a little- thin: - 


__Breath, which ten thouſand things may eaſily obſtruct ; infomuch. 


that 'cis a very great Miracle: that thou. ſhouldeſt/be able eo live. 
at all, but. nothing. ſtrange, that thou. ſhouldeſt. ceaſe. co. do fo. 
If thou canſt make a ſhift to lay aſide all theſe choughts, and 
keep thy. ſelf infenfible of any ſuch thing for the preſent, and com- 
ole thy ff to Steep and Security ; yer thy danger is really the - 
| 6k whether thou art apprehenſive of it or no: Nay indeed, in- 


,* finitly greater and” more inevitable upon this'very account of thy 


not- CON it :- For.thou wilt: be * ſhortly forced to conſi- 
der, (though. too late:) whether thou wile or no, in that State, 
where Men. can continue no more Atheiſts or Hypocrites 3 and 
when: thou awakeſt, find thy ſelf ſur-rounded wich Devils and 
everlaſting burni | 

And. now, bet ek hacdned” Miſcreants (if- chey can Rtill find 
in- their Hearts to do fo ) purſhe their wonted* Courte, and be- 
cake theinfelves co- their Mer beſt Argumene againſt this, by 
oment, at all theſe Matters, . till: 
woful Experience ſhall change the Scene with them, and fad-. 
ly convince them. of their Folly.. In the mean tim, as for all 


ole. who. by the Gracs of __ are for. the preſent far bet- 
: rer 
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ter diſpoſed and qualified, as ever they deſire to ſtand faſt,| 
2nd til eſcape the fatal Contagion, ' ſo. let them carefully avoid? 
che Example, the Dodrines,- nay, ..as much as well they . can, 
even the company of ſich double Minded; Wretches, and def-\ 
perate Difſemblers. Whilſt all good Chriſtians will. be .ready,| 
moſt devoutly to join with me, in thoſe- Excellent Prayers of 
our Holy Mother the Church. | 


Almighty God, who alone canſt order the unruly. Wills gud Aﬀections 

of ſinful Men; Grant unto thy People, rhat - they may loue the 

thing which thou Comtmandeſt; and =_ that which thow dosſt Promiſe, 
that ſo among the ſundry and manifold Changes of the World, our Hearts 
may ſnrely there-be fixed, where true Foys are to be faund. Give #s Grace, 
that being '\nov-like Children carried away with every blaſt of vain Dofrins,, 
we may be' effabliſhod is the cruth .of \rhy Holy - Goſpel. 3 Grant as. ſuck! 
Strength and Protettion, 'as may ſupport us in «ll Dawgers,; and carry us| 
through all .57. por ity $ mm our Hearts the love of thy Name, e- 
creaſe in us true Relipion, 'and the moſ# bearty Sincerity therein, without | 
which whoſoever liveth is counted Dead bofore thee'; nouriſh us with all, 
Goodmeſs, © and of thy great Mercy keep ws in the ſame: :That abou. being our, 
loſe not *the things Erernal;- Grant ith,” O Heawvesly Father; for Feſus 
Chrif's Jake;cour :only. Lord and Saviour, Amen. - |, wy 
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- Bocks of Devotion for this Holy time. of LENT. | 


' A Serious. andyPathetical. Contemplation of . the. Mercies .g 
A © GOD, in feveral-moſt- Devout,and Sublime Thank: 
-givings/for the fameg Publiſhed by the'Reverend':Dotior 
Hicks, at the requeſt of a Friend of the Authors. '” 
The Spiritaal Combat : Or, the Chriftian Pilgrim, Trapflated 
;{rpmabe Freach,Revis'd and Recommended by R. Litz,D.D, 
+ The Church of England ig Prot Deputy E 
\ Collection. of ;Prayers out of the, Commgneprayer..Baok, -t01 
Morningy. Noon and.Night, ad: other. ſpecial: Qecafions 
By the Author of the Weeks Preparation t0 the Sdrrament 
 Contemplations on the Lov of GOD, &c. with-« 'Povel 
Frayer 'Tuitable thereunto, = 'v + 2 4G ONW OW) 
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